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ſo it has often "+ the Pens _ 
BD. Perſons of the firſt Diftintion 
in the world of Letters, both in our own Coun- 
try and abroad. Pufendorf, Thomaſius, Bud- 

Wilkins, Wollaſton, &c. are well _ 
n among ft the Learned; and fince them 
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5 wall 1 fs T have been _ nin 0 in ws 
cue of theſe 5) bas thrown @ great « 
= . eee ran Ind Rc 
* Points which fall within the compaſs" of vith, 
SI Enquiry I were to be wiſh'd rat He mas 
dien ws a Jet Treptife, en the Subject, rather 
| Than mterſpe "= bis Notions Bere : nd Hers 
dbderaonalh,; or thrown them 
where ſcarce 5 Body will think of Jinks no” for 
. them. Had be done ſo, my Labourt mig bi well 
bave been ſpared, as the World would bane been 
d with a much bitter Treatiſe on the 
Subject before us, than I can pretend to give 
them, But, as bb bas Yet obliged me Pablick 
fo far; T have bere ventur'l abroad the Product 
of a few leiſure Hours in a Country-Retire- 
ment, at a diſtance from Books, 3 uo 
_ 0Þrſation'of Men of Learning. I prete 
1 e ee great Names I nm 
- above; but, ab their Writings are pff, 
8 of Joey ih. be Han of the Learned, I bope 
8 1 not be without its FT: 5 
LO af To ty e ons of lower Capacities and Ar. 
| 3 ITurite not to the Erarned, from 
rakes learn: but I have a re 
ard to the Trnprovement- and Benefit of thoſe 
of tower Rank; whom I bave- e ee at 
2 loſs even as to the firſt Principles of Religion 
SG and Morality. For the Service of the ee T have 5 
Tau out the principal Lines of Dar "ond 
Den bro they are to be deduced frum the ur 
1 ca and obvious 8 ſuch as miſt be 
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begin with a Demonſtration of -the 3 
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— to God, muſt believe chat He Is, 
and that He is a Rewardet of all them chat 
diligently ſeek Him. The i "Scheme 
of Morality, which reſoboes all Law and O. 
on ini certain abſtratt Relations 4 things 

antecedent to, and independent of; a Supreme 
Law-giver, is too refinid for my Taſte, as I 
am one of thoſe dull Mortals who can have no 
Idea of a Law without a Law-giver, who can 
ſee no Obligation where there is no Sanction, 
and who can think of no other Sanction than 
. KF what is founded in the Senſible Nature of 
Man, the Defire of Happineſs, and Auer fan 
zo Miſery. The Intellectual Cords of Virtue, 
which have lately been ſpun out of ſome Mens = 
Brains, are much too fine to lay any bold of _. ? 
my ſlow Apprehenfion, hon one and Por — 
 niſhments are aut of the Valli: And there 
fore T have been content tô go on in the old- 
faſhion'd way of dedueing Moral Obligation | 
from the final Cauſe 1 * | 
_ the Summum Bonum ſ much talk d o — 
Antients, which can be no other than Pda, 
Ferſnal Happineſs, chiefly that which is ex- 
pected in another Life. And in like manner, 
* ws to the Seng and Attributes of 
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Of MORAL OBLIGATTON. p. 38 
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Concerning MARRIAGE, and the Do- 
TIES of Perſons in that State. p-. 84 


SEN VI. 


— the Durizs of PARENTS 
and CHILDREN. p · 89 
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Warld. 
of Be- | 
z Which 
„ aroſe 
laſtl 


the Material 
mult either have produced itſelf; or, adi 
| Nothing or, 3dly, was Eternal ; 


1 8 | re from eg, So hing wot 
55 IT 2 in which i it — mp nor —_ — out 
of which it was fram'd, have been ſo : The for- 
mer is contrary to Faꝶ; every Part in this Sy- 
ſtem _ e Wer rl to, but She Jem, 1 


dem 
1. e 
And io. tk tter, out | 


up, could not have been eternal, — wap 
_. _ (1,) There is no Maitey however exiſting, but 
what may be conceiv'd Not to be; and conſe- 
- quently the Idea of Matter includes * a poſſ - 
Whey pt Exiti n ae apc conffqnentiy nq;r 


"Way $ have actual Exiſtencèẽ ; th 


5 K if Matter be mms rd. Bee ; 
> early _ ſo.n 
7 — — 


Ideas o 
muſt therefore oo he 


Being. 
+22) If Nantes bas b Deck Ke 


_and,- if ſo, — is oe Jent-1 | 
Bein ——— Ü— and 
7 of in — — — 4 


ES b Exiſtence, ws hrs te 7 
== contradicts 1 x SF 
exiſted an Swe 3 3 da its "Exiſt- 
OY Pang Being. C24 46 e 
] 2 *4 4x35 5 SO 4 HS 1 0042531» or; 4375) of 
"COR F--£; The firſt abt having tid 
Cauſe (otherwiſe it could not be the firſt) and it 
being impoſiible for what once was Not, toi 
to be of acfelf; nen the Firft Cauſe: 
Eternal. D 9 1 ny 75 - 200 Ws 70.2183 . 
FFF ts 4 Si & £ 93958 = agate ys: 
; cool. As this Being depends 10 
other eicher for Exiſtence, 8 pv He 
W 1 G 5 


81 _ 8 


* e : 23821 # % 40 
by > 11 Eng 3 461 £; DIG $4 45473 4 eawat . 
Por. e- eg Ca cannot ceaſe Nbg ur 
1 He is Everla Hing. Nothing can either ceaſe to ex- 
5 . 
; Now without undergo | 
Qhange in an Effect, ee eee 3 
Bat, a0 this Being exiſts without Cauſe, he eamer = 
poſlibly'tave any Cauſe ef Change, and therefore 
8 eme he is 75 alf Ecervity. non 


can dach @ Being teſtroy! hank. | 
whatever 9 he may be polieſſed. 
« :ofg 


” oo 


3 *. 
_ -odof, he camor _— 1 | 
1 that would be a Power ii effect chete - 
: dere ſuch Power x. c-the Famer — 


Whilſt the Subject is: { 
3 the Power "ſelf FO be: taken POD». . 
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their Species, G — 
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5 F dom of Will and Liberty 
What is 
on it by any thing ad extra, and what can 


ding 
ſiee, 15 not the Caſe of Things around us. They 


3 | noting a voluntary communication of 
| | * a 
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7 . 3 TO”: * nd-- 
eney, added to Active Power, includes. a 
of Action 3 for. 
F 


no Reſtraint aid upon i, neee 


freely. 


Nor can ſuch a Being have, any 8 
ſitating Cauſe to Action ; for if be acts not bß 


Choĩce, but Neceſſity, all his Effects and Com- 


munications mult be leceflary ; and if | „ 
then whatever is or has been, could not poſſi | 
but have been; and whatever is not, nor has 
been, could poſſibly have been brought into Ex- 
iſtence ; nor could the mode of Exiſtence of any 
be different from what it is. But this, we 


ſeem to be indifferent as to Being or Not- being, 

or to any Particular manner of Being. They 
_ without any contradiction to our Ideas, be 
ſuppos'd not to exiſt, or to exiſt in a different 
manner from what they do at preſent; which could 
not be, e e of a Ne- 
* Cauſe. | 

They, Tho from « Sorwey of che Pivige Siwlt | 
(bates conclude for the Eternity of the World, by 


bringing the Deity under a. fort of Neceſlity or 


Obligation to create, argue thus; F the Goodneſs 
of God, ſay they, was the Cauſe. of - the'Produttion 
of tbe World, ſince be was always good, the Effefts 
and C ommunications of his Goodneſs Wen * "IM 
ab æterno, i. e. Creation is ei | ; 

It might ſuffice to anſwer, that G 


ral Power, or Quality; and ſceing moral 
* tho' they ä n : 


ART of E 


ES Y © + ; : 
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IE. © N .. : 
4 = a 2 
Is 25 
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5 mean in a a Phylical Senſe) the Ls EI 
it follows, that notwith God's 


Ay Sa ie is perſeAly Fee whether be wi create 
ally thing ar all, or in This manner father chan 
That. But if this Anſwer ſhould: feem unſarif- 
Fs mierte to take che following one. 
"Every Effect has a Beginning, for the me 
| Reaſon that it requires a Cauſe ; for what is-with- 
out u Beginning, never was nor; and what ne- 


vert Was not; never needed or could admit of 


any 

Cauſe, Conſequently, it being of che Nature = 
A Effect to have 4 Beginning, Creation, as : 
ſach; muſt have one, and therefore prom eter- 
nal, Hence, as Creation cannot be ab ꝙterno, it 
mult Be equally indifferent in whatever Period of 
Time the World was created, ſince Time ee 
amplify'd can bear no proportion to IN 
Whence-'the Unreaſonableneſs of 2 
was not the World ereated ſooner? For, 3 — 
it ercated Millions of Ages ſooner, the awe Que- 
ſtion with equal propriety mi wh Kill be ask' d: 
And that anch will hold equally 3 all time, 
| cannot be of force againſt an 

We may alſo from hence niſl verſeves with 
an Anſwer to another ſort of Queriſts,- who de- 
mand, If God exiſted from Eternity, could: he 
not have created from Eternity? Otherwiſe would 
he won have been an lin poten Being ewas Eter- | 

'  Anfw. Seeing every Action or Effect requires 
a Cauſe, and therefore has a Beginning, requires | 
fequently cannot be eternal, it follows, chat God's 
not being able to create from Eternity ariſes not 
from any defect of Power in him, but from the 
| acity, or Abſolute Impoſſibility of the thing 
3 the very nature of an Egect not a ® 
cs be etern 


m they. SE 


9 to ſuppoſe a Cauſe = . 


. dar of Feen. To W 


Nurbais Nit isles. 
prior boch in order of Time and Conception to its 
Effect, is to ſuppoſe that To be, which is Notz 
—— that Not to be, which Is, i. e. the Cauſe to 
bo Necelry while there is nothing to be Cauſed, 
1 ait Aach 
I know chat it is urged by ſome, hat 2s Light 
exiſted the fame moment with the Sun, where is 
| of an Effect being cocval with its 
? Au. Light is no more the Effect of the 
. Sun, or produced by it, than Extenſion and So- 
_ Hdity are the Effects of Matter: Each are contain- 
ed in the Idea and Definition of its proper Sub- 
and are rather Pro and Affections of 
bſtanees, than any Effects of them; Light be- 
ae eſſeritial to the Sun as a Jucid Body, is 
— are to 1 gd 


L 


8 2 8 


* mY CE a All 
1 rincde in Time 5 therefore have a Be- 
ZinnIng 3 and therefore are owing to ſome prior 

auſes : But, as this Being is eternal, Nothing can 

e prior to his Exiſtence, nor any Cauſe of it, ſee- 

he exiſts without Cauſe. ' Conſequently he 
can have no Cauſe of Change, and conſequently 
| 85 * Nature Ou Artributes': are r 


Pen vn. This Being . is a hgh ; 


N 


à degree lower thau he is capable of, is to ſ 
Limits without à Limiter, i. e. an Effect withdut a 


Cauſe: „ 
8 to iu 


ſe e Hh an 2 a Per- 
K greater t all Beings is 
rea 1 ates gre lien 
5 | B 4 aboye 


ORE * r 
* „ Ws. * : © 


2 8 f N : * N : 
N C J C IT 
2 TITTY . 
wo 160 MM Rr g 3D 
IJ, os oF ©. 
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3 FounrinHea, or che Eff ie IJ | 
elle bee i Cauſe. „ 11 


CCoROI. Hence FO r Qualities 5 
e of the Firſt Cauſe abſolute ages. 
all manner of Limitation both from | 
Without; and conſequently are as 2 poſi- 0 
tive and independent as his and conſe- 

uently all the divine Attributes, as e wo 
2 are in him eee 


Por. VIII. This B i Onions. a 
mately acquainted with the Natures and Powers of 
thoſe Beings, which derive their Exiſtence from bim. 

the Natures and Powers of every Order of 
Beings, and the Relations ariſing from and ſub- 
- Giſting betwirt them, flow from the Manner of 
their Exiſtence ; and ſeeing that Manner depends 


on the Will of the Firſt Cauſe, therefore on his 


Will alſo 8 theſe Natures, Powers, and Re- 
lations 3 and, if ſo, he muſt be conſcious of them, 


and throughly acquainted with them. 


= 4 When an Artiſt has contrived a Piece of Mo- 


chaniſm, and adjuſted the Weights in due Pro- 
Fee rtion to the Strength and Structure of the 

heels, he knows the Juſtneſs of ſuch a Machine, 
and conſequently is 2 N to calculate the Ends 
that will be attain'd by it, and the Uſes it will 
ſerve; how much more muſt the great Framer 
*of univerſal Nature, who hrought every Creature 
into Being, and gave it ſuitabſe Powers, and a 


convenient Situation in the World, know what 


will be the reſult of ſuch Powers in ſuch a wink 


=. . e ee Inbats ſurpaſſes: Finite. 


ee b. TX, be Hen Couſe 3 1 1 


* 3 n few 


n Rag163on. 9 
_— in Nature, as 0 be able at all times to 
dire and govern the manner of its Exiſtence. This 
1 tion follows. from the laſt, and 
the firſt + For, as he is Omniſ 455 he has a per- 
Knowledge of, and, as he is Omnipotent, he 
an Abſolute Power over, every thing that ex- 
iſts ; conſequently be is ſo preſent with every thing 
that exiſts, as to be able to. ſuperintend and go- 
pern it by ſuch Rules and Laws as he has eſta- 
bliſh'd in 1 5 Creation, which 1 1s all the Preſen- 
tiality ne” we are Cann or FINE 1 to 


prove. 5 


Px or. x. This ; Being is Taſte Heppy. Va- 
rious Degrees of Happineſs we find communicated 
to various Orders of Beings : Conſequently Hap- 
pineſs is in this Syſtem ; and, if fo, the Cauſe of 
it muſt be happy z otherwiſe Happineſs muſt have 
8 2 from Un nn, | i. e. be communicated by 
Being void of Happineſs itſelf ; i. e. there would 
— an — without, or contrary to, its Cauſe. 
| And, if the Cauſe be happy, it appears by -Propo- 
Fition VII. and Corollary 1. that he muſt be per- 
fectly ſo ; becauſe Happineſs is a Perfection, and 
all Perfeltinns as in him are in him inſinito modo, 
or he exiſts in the higheſt degree of Perfection. 
- | Theſe ſeem to be all the natural Attributes of 
our Deity ; however all ſuch. as are diſcoverable 
by us, in the Uſe of our preſent Set of natural 
Powers. And previouſly to all Attempts to de- 
duce his Moral ones, it will be to the purpoſe to 
-enquire into the Ground and Reaſons of Creation, 
and of the ſeveral Divine Acts conſequent there- 
upon: becauſe the Exerciſe of his Natural Atui- 
butes in purſuance of this Fan 10 be en to 
ee 1 AE ag. 15 


3 


1 6 3 


— 


＋ $V? A AE 
be fore we enter upon this, it 5 
e compaß of our Deſign — the 
. ſome late Writers upon ch Head; 
and to fee What it is which determines the Deity 
ts Action in general, or to Action in this or that 
| — manner; whether it be the Relations, 
Proportions, Sc. of things, as ſuch; or whether 
the Principle of Determination ariſes merely from 
his own Will. nd This Tall ve the Buſineſs of 
the ſecond e | 


Z 72 TY | 


66 FY _ OY : ” lat 
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= * er u. i 3 1 


1 i the Beg. t at fa . 2 


4 {REAT- Differetices: ave: 9 bervi 
x thoſe who have handled this Subject; but 
JDEZ the Generality aſſign the Relations of 
things as the Cauſe which Abſolutely; and of It- 
ſelf determines the Deity to act; and affirm that 
they are both an objective Rule, and a Law to 
him; or, as they phraſe it, bind the Almighty 
himſelf. I think it may be of great Service in the 
determination of this Point, to premiſe the Three 
following Poſitions, which kev _—_ own. Toe 
dence along with them. 


7981. A Being, perle ta : has bie de 
made more nor leſs 255 pkk without; and 
conſequently cannot be determin'd to ereate, with 
a view that ſuch Creation can affect his Happi 
And therefore it cannot be better for ſuch a 
bor 8 reſpect t to himſelf, to act rather than not z of, 


* vice 


* * 
oo 


Nau Kat RTLII. ti 
u n, if be ſhould ever create any B 
1 
E W. either make For or 

cheir Fi pineſs, on account of his ou. 


2. Witom in any Being denoter its KS 
my = End by the Beft Means; and conſe- 
| y has always ſome Relation to Means or 
#42 nels mplies a Defign of commiuni- 


2 Happineſs to ochers. 


3. Actions, eie u ther Cee 
eaonal obtain the Epithets of Gavd or 
Evil, Fit or Unfit, as the 1 defign'd to pro- 
cure us Pleafire, or bring upon us Pain : Conſe- 
quently theſe Actions, which neither were intend- 
eld to introduce Pleafure nor Pain into the Crea- 

tion, are of an indifferent Nature; and the Agent, 
e is ro us the fame as no Agene 
at 


© This being premis is'd, let 5100 to oth Pointe: : 
And we. ſhall fee, that unleſs we previouſly ſup- 
poſe the independent Being mention'd above really 
to be kind, and of a benign Diſpoſition, i. 4. to 
take Pleaſure in doing Good 3 all the Reaſons, 
| Relations, Sc. of things, ſo much talk d of, can- 
not move him one jot, or my in the leaft 
to act either in conformi with 
them; or to produce bine and Perfection, 
rather than Miſery and Imperfection. Perfect 
Knowledge can indeed ſhew the wa y by which any 
degree of Happineſs may be Se and 
Perfect Power can bring about any aſſignable End, 
i, e. whatever Perfect Knowledge can diſcover; 
but yet ſomething further is wanting, in order to 


LEON 


Adele him to it. For a Being out of the reach of 1 
| aux 


a ching, 
d de 


tion to him, nor have we any thing to thank him 
for ; Thanks being due to a Being for the good 
Offices he Deſignedly does us, and for his kind In- 
tention and Willingneſs to promote our future Hap- 
ineſs. Tis not the good Office conſider'd in it- 
ſelf, but the manner in which it was perform'd, i. e. 
the Will and Intention of the Benefactor which 
entitles him to our Love and Gratitude. But for- 
aſmuch as the Happineſs of all other Beings has, 
by Suppoſition, no manner of Relation to his, if 
he has no Complacency in Benevolence, he can 
have no manner of . Concern in their Well-being, 
and therefore can have no view to it in his acting 
J OO og oO 
Again ; If this Being makes the Relations of 
things the Rule of his Actions, *tis either for the 
fake of the Happineſs of others, to which ſuch a 
Conduct is ſubſervient, or abſtractedly from all 
conſideration of its tendency to their Happineſs or 
Miſery : If he.purſues them under the notion of 
Means of Happineſs to others, it ſuppoſes him to 
be in fact really kind and benevolent; if without 


„ 125 nr Arion. WE 
2 * ee 
nd Being, and de tand indebred (if indebred-we 


1 are) not to him, but to chem, for the Benefit we 


aye from them 

They who ſay, as ſome have of late, that there 
u in Bc velineſs in Goodneſs, Faithful- 
nels, and theſe which we call the moral Per- 
 feRions of che Deity, and therefore in the Exer- 
eile and Obſervance of them by his Creatures, reſt 
their Aſſertion on very ſlender Proofs ; and, 5 — 
they bring better, we have as much Righ, From 
the common Senſe and Practice of the World; to 
8 3 as they have to affirm 


eee inthe follo Light. 
AP Flay eds of « Crowure rites four an 
agreement 'betwixt Appetite and Object, and the 
Sum or Quantity of Pleaſure 4 is (cateris 
;paribus) 5 proportions tothe with 
which the "Appetite enjoys its Object: In like 
manner the Beauty of things is founded on chat 
—— Mind, 3 them and 
the perceiving or : 
When no ſuch ableneſs — — 
'the Mind-has no Taſte for this or that thing, ſhe 
ives no Beauty or Excellency -in it. A Per- 
-fon of a cruel; ſenſual and envious Diſpoſition, 
Rey the-very fame. Pleaſure in the Contempla- 
tion and Practice of the contrary Qualities, that 
the Blind Man does in Pictures, or the Deaf in 
Muſick. There lies ow 3 ſame 3 
againſt them 3 — 
there does againſt a — 7 reliſhing iy foi- 


ritual Dainries, or a brute Beaſt abſtract Reaſon- 
ing. There can be no Worth nor Beauty in 
iS =: 
and 


A bin ings — without a n 


7 
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pay „% xa omr.or He- 5 
euley chat conſtivutes their Beanty; And, if thia be 
the Truth of the Caſe, che Conſequen 

A the Firſt Cauſe has no diſpoſition ſor Goedneſs, 


icht 


Faithfulneſs, Sc. i. e. unleſs we-previenlly-fap- 


poſe him goed and faithful, he gan diſconer no 
| Amijableneſs in therm: nor conſequently ue any 
DVDelight in the Practice of them. 
If this Amiableneſs e ln en 
. — as ſome pretend, I ſhould be glad 
to knew why all Beings de not perceive and ap- 
grave it in the ſame degree for theſe. are 
Terme which will not -admit-of amore or les. 
Will cheſe Gentlemen anſwer, it is owing to Mens 
not making a proper uſe of their Reaſon in taking 
right e e Lask how they come 
to make-ſo-yery. different uſe of their Reaſon? 
Beſides, Reaſon may indeed inform Men What 
Actions are beſt adapted to attain any ihr or 
Or, Circumſtances given, Reaſon will. direct them 
Aat tenor of Conduct is fitteſt, and will make 
maoſt for their Happineſs ; but when the conſiders 
things as having no Connection wich their Hap- 
pine, ſhe will never diſcover any Beauty in the 
contemplation of them, without'a prior Determi- 
nation of the Mind to approve and be delighted 
with them : there is ſtill wanting a! proper Habit 
or Senſe, | thro? a Congruity with which things ap- 
2 beautiful and delightful. The Truth is, that 
as in the natural World no Objects can appear 
beautiful, without a Mind endued with a Pommer 
or Senſe to cantemplate them ; fo in the mardl 
World Benevolenee ean neuer charm that Being 
| whoſe Mind and-Principle are: bent another way 3 
i. e. who cap ag ne gr cv cars Eb 
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co micht indeed have conftituted us in ſuch a 
Muner a8 t be noceſſarily delighted wich th 
 contemplatipn-and: obſervance of a vertain Species 
__ of: ien Bot yet in this Caſe, * would fayy 

the Staud and Cauſe of this. Delight was in the 
a dee themſclyes, and:conſequently abſolute and 
independent? Would it not on the. contrary he 
: —_ relative to the pereviving Mind, 7. e, der 
pendant an she Conſticurian ſof Name? Nowa if 
5 al be.acually aur Caſe, if ve be ſo framed, 
Olin Tig 5 

y 8 ties in et not ve 

caſt us n a different Aten Mold, from whence would 

TIE Og 

as n 1 

| — and amiable, would have appeared ta her 

NT Ne 

as y it i y , our 

- _ making 3 | this. ſuppoſes that: we have already 

x gn | OP Manner, in 1 

1 Habits in a Degree to our preſent 

— N 3 | 
it is owing to God's ppointment, - 

were farmed __ ſuch a Dependency: on one 


thern in-3:cerwin. to our Conti» 


nuance and Comfort in Being, A ſure Sign chat 
this Heapty in Things and Actions is not abſolute 
hut relative, not unchangeable but contingent ; 
depending on the very Faculty perceiving it, and 
ſubſiſting no where elſe. And xe can never-know 
2 Priori whether there be any Thing eſſential to 
the Divine Nature analagous to e bene- 
volent Affections in Men, or not. 73 4 
In a Syſtem of Beings made dens dons E 
| Yor Happineſs, which muſt therefore ri f 
—— of mutual good OH. 


3 


and Valuableneſs. | 


ther, as to Happ 
the leaſt Bas from kind and focal Affections, 


dem; — > ra 
_ Happineſs, they are Matters of mere I 


ina compound Ratio of the Degree of Underſtand- 
ing, the Activity of their Narures,*: then in 


| bation and Averſion. But 1 
mer, cho in Idea, hom Her . 


End, and they immediately loſe all 


t State, "where wt n obſerve the n 
Ron of theſe. Qual ic 
; and their own Safety, 


| roam for them, 2 deg thank) 2 — 
chere is not only an inherent and eſſential Amiable- 
nels in them, bac the muſt appear ſuch to all 
other rational Beings, of owe ver =. 05 nc 
plexions, and under whatever different Circum- 
ſtances. Whereas,” in truch could-we ſuppoſe a 
Set of Beings 1 on one ano- 

or Miſery, and not under 


they would find no Worth nor 8 in 


to abſolutely ven to Were 


2 or Averſion . 
Ercelleney, er the Force wich which the Will is 


ee en ingenious! Mit, Mora) 
carry?d to the Furſuit of moral Good, be 


equal Portions of 


be the e becauſe, 11 
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vity of Nature, as ſuch, conſtitute moral Excel- 
lence, then in equal degrees the moral Excellence 
of Two Beings, or the Moments of Good pro- 
duc'd by them, will be alike. But this is con- 
trary to Fact. We ſee Men of low Underſtand- 
ings and in lower Circumſtances, oftentimes evi- 
dence much ſtronger Attachments to Virtue, than 
thoſe who have greater Knowledge to diſcern, and 
Ability to direct, their Acts in purſuit of her; 
and who by their ſituation in Life have more 
Claims made upon them, and are laid under greater 
Obligations to the advancement of a common 
Felicity. Since the underſtanding and active Pow- 
ers of Angels riſe higher than thoſe of Men, 
_ whence o_ _ | 2 Defection from what is 
good and holy? Upon this Hypotheſis it would be 
impoſſible. Moral . or the 
Force with which the Will is carried to the pur- 
ſuit of what is good and productive of Happineſs, 
depends not on the degree of Underſtanding and 
activity of Nature, but on the quantity of Bene- 
volence, and the abilities of the Agent, as ſhall 
be ſhewn in its proper Place. And our Author 
ſeems to be ſenſible of this, When he ſays, The 
« Underſtanding of an Angel will be own d to be 
much larger and more comprehenſive than the 
« Underſtanding of a Man, and the Determina- 
< tion of the Will to Virtue in a good Angel to 
„be as much ſtronger and more unconquerable 
than in an innocent Man, as his Underſtanding 
<< js more capacious, and the Activity of his Na- 
ture greater. Why came theſe Terms good 


and innocent in? The Paragraph ought to have run 


without them to have ſerv*d our Author's Purpoſe. 
But, as the Words now ſtand, I take it to be a 
b plain Conceſſion, that it is not Underſtanding and 
„ Activity of Nature as Sy but the Goodneſs of + 


the Diſpoſition, which influences the Will to the 
Purſait of what is Good and Right. 
Further; What can be the Reaſon, when A, B, 


and C contemplate the Object X, that it affords 


Beauty to one in Two Degrees, to another in 
Three, to C in Four, and ſo on? or, Why are the 


_ ſame Perſons pleas d differently with Objects, and 


- different Men delighted with different ones ? If 
Beauty were any thing real, independent and ab- 
ute, it muſt ſtrike all Imaginations alike : Why 
alſo are we differently delighted with the Character 
of a Brutus, a Cato, or Regulus? And why does 

it not leave the ſame Impreſſion on all Minds? 
The Reaſon is, not becauſe the Underſtandings of 
ſome Men are more capacious than thoſe of others, 
but becauſe they have acquired ſtronger Habits of 
Benevolence and publick Good, which muſt ope- 


5 rate proportionably upon them: Tis in conſe- 


quence of theſe, and not the bare Rationality of 
dur Natures, that we approve moral Characters, 
and are fo charm'd wich Mens Purſuits of publick 
When we come to examine our Ideas of per- 
fett Knowledge and Power, they ſeem to have no 
manner of Connection with the communication of 
Happineſs or Miſery. Nor does the Exiſtence of 

_ theſe Attributes in any Subject infer in the leaſt 
the Exertion of them in the production of any 


| thing without. Knowledge and active Power in 


the Hands of an Evil Being ſerve but to gratify 


his malicious Taſte, and to introduce a degree of 


_ Miſery proportionate to the malignity of his Tem- 
per, or propenſion to Miſchief. In a Good Being 
they would give riſe to a world of Creatures, 
framed with proper Powers and Capacities for 
—_— > 
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If an Eternal, Independent, Omniſcient, All- 
| 88 Free and Happy Being, as we demon- 
ſtrated the Firſt Cauſe to be, ſhould ever take 
upon him to produce a Syſtem of Beings; a Rea- 
ſon. à priori may then be aſſigu'd why he would 
form them with a view to be Happy, and not Mi- 
ſerable; and that he would make them, in ſome 
degree, like himſelf, rather than otherwiſe. For, 
being infinitely Happy in himſelf,” he can have no 

Idea of Miſery ; the Idea of Miſery being accom- 

. pany*d with a painful and uneaſy Senſation; and, 
if he has no Idea of Miſery, he cannot poflibly 
produce it, at leaft not knowingly and intention- 
ally. If he fitted up a Syſtem of Beings for Mi- 

ſery, he ſhould, methinks, previouſly know where- 
in this Miſery conſiſts, and from whence it ariſes ; 
otherwiſe he acts blindly, and at random. He 
may, *tis true, frame a Set of Beings with Pow- 
ers which will place them in a poſſibility of being 
miſerable as well as happy; but this argues no 
_ malevolent Deſign in him, any more than a Fire 
_F2 lighted in my Chamber, which I may put my 
| Hands into, argues that it was made by my Serv- 
25 | ant for that purpoſe; a Liableneſs to be miſerable 
8 being connected neceſſarily with the very manner 
. in which ſome Beings exiſt, and without which 
they cannot be ſuch Creatures as they are. But 


tho this be knowable à priori, and we were able 
. dio prove, that a Being of abſolute Perfection could 
not produce Miſery as ſuch, yet it will never fol- 
io from thence, nor can we à priori gather, that 

„ be will proceed to Action at all, or create any 
1 thing without him. 5 6 
To fatisfy ourſelves therefore in the Will of the 


Deity, we muſt conſult the Univerſe, and view 


5 Him in his Works, which carry the ſtrongeſt Evi- 
= | dences of the benignity of- the Author of them. 
J 1 5 . . : F - 
E | „ | When 
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Toba] Beings, and the Proviſion made for the Preſervx- 


tion and Tappincls of each Claſs, and every Indi- 
no other End in producing theſe Beings at fiſt, 5 


pd, and afterwards in continuing to. preſerve and go- 
vern them, but that they might be happy in — | 
fort with himſelf, and conſequently that he was = 


mov d thereto by a ah + of infinite Goodneſs, 
and directed by in finite Wiſdom. 58 
1 know it will be ask'd, if God be good, 
8 Whence comes Evil? Why Pain and Miſery, 
Defects and Imperfections in the World? If theſe 
be not d by our Creator? Nay, there have 
been ſome, who, 8 to reconcile the preſent 
-appearances of things with the direction and ſuper- 
intendency of a Wiſe and Good Being, have con- 
i e ans 0 a aq 2 5 ee . the ſame 
in ent manner wi 0 . 
him bork in Knowledge and Power. ZZ 
But ſhould we ſuppoſe Two. eternal and 5% . 
3 pendent Principles, the one good, and the other 
evil, yet being both of equal Power, and | 
from different views, and upon oppoſite — 4 
ples, the one would undo what the other did, and 
each be a Negation of the other: 5 
But, ſay the Manic bees, theſe two Principles, "IF 


old ing that they could not over- power each other, did 


at laſt agree betwixt themſelves for each to haye 
a ſhare in the production of things: and ſo one 
communicated that Happineſs, the other that Mi- 
ſery, which is viſible in the Works of Creation. 
But to this the Anſwer is obvious. For how can 
two Beings, diſtinct from and oppoſite to each 
other in Nature and Principle, agree to any thing ? 
How is it poſſible for them to unite in a proſecy- _ 
tion * the fame general End ? Perfect Goodneſs | 
and 


. ES * 2 


i Perfect Maliciouſnels a are fer: at an „ 7 
"diſtance from each other; and it ſeems as ea 
do break thro? the Conſtitution of things, to change 


Pleaſure into Pain, and Pain 1 into Pleaſure, as to 
reconcile two. ſuch eternally jarring and een 
Principles. But, allowi doch an Agreement, 
pray what would be the Effect? Why che Good- 


natur'd Being would be for ede as great a 


quantity of Happineſs as he could into the Crea- 
| 2 Tod the Evil Being would be making the 
like Efforts for the introducing a proportionable 
ſhare of Miſery ; but being boch equal in Power, 
2s well as Inclination, neither would ſuffer the 
other's Quota to exceed 1 its own : and fo neither 
- om ou. 1 5 5 End for Ne it was 
ſuppos'd to a uſe equal quantities of Hap- 
pineſs and Miſery expunge cach other. 

Had the Manicbees ſearch'd into the true Cauſe 
and Origin of Evil, they had never run into the 
wild, extravagant Opinion of the Exiſtence of 
Two independent Principles, fince the preſent jar 
ring and difference of things may be I 
iron them. 0 For RY Notion = Rin 
implies Dependen therefore Im ion. 
And to ask, Whence come Evils? is to ask Why 
come Creatures? Or why is any thing made atall? 
Happineſs can never fublilt! in this World apart 
from ſome allay of Miſery, nor Perfection with- 
out a mixture of the contrary Quality. Some Evils 
there are (and theſe not an inconſiderable part of 
the preſent Number) which ariſe from general 
Laws acting all the while for the Good or the 
Whole. Which Laws, tho' in in particular Caſes 
they be introductory to ſome particular Evils, yet, 
when they are weighed in the Ballance againſt the 
ets flowing from the Eſtabliſhment of 
® rheſe Laws, > are loſt in the NE and 
C 3 | dwind] 


3 
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dwindle, as it were, into Nothing. There! is not 
one eſtabliſhed Law in Nature but what, upon 
Calculation, will be found ſubſervient to a Thou; 
fand wiſe and gcod Ends, for One bad one. And 
it is an undeniable Truth, that ever Thing, which 
upon the whole brings more Good than compen- 
ſates for the Evil ir is attended with, is irſelf a 
real Good. | 
Touching . Defedts and Limitations i in Beings, 
we may obſerve, that they are neceſſarily con- 
nected with all created Exiſtences, and therefore 
not the poſitive Effects of any external Cauſe. 
"Tis a known Truth, that the Powers and Attri- 
butes of Beings are more or leſs perfect, in pro- 
portion to the greater or leſs Dignity of their Na- 
"tures. A Being, who has his Exiſtence, and Man- 
ner of Exiſtence, not from himſelf, but another, 
i. e. a finite and limited Subject, muſt of neceſſity 
have finite and limited Attributes. 5 
And as to Imperfections, it may be proper to take 
notice, that Creation implies a prior Non. entity; 
which, being the Abſence of all Perfection, muſt, 
by the Terms, be the greateſt Imperfection: Con- 
ſequently, ſo far as any Creature has poſitive Be- 
ing conferr*d on it, i. e. Is remoy*d from Non- 
entity, ſo much of its primitive Nothingneſs, and 
conſequently of its primitive Imperfection, is taken 
from it, But ſince this Remove can never be infi- 


nite, it is of the nature of a Creature to be finite, 


and imperfect. 

But, for our Reader's Satisfaction in a Particu- | 
lar of ſuch Moment, we chooſe to refer him to 
Arch-biſhop King's incomparable Eſſay on the Ori- 
gin of Evil, who has made out this great and prin- 
cipal Attribute of the Deity, to the conviction of 
all reaſonable Men, and defended it beyond all 
ha of TEE WC To return; 
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have it, a blind, mechanical Inftin& or Propen- | 


fion, but a moral Quality, or a certain Determi- 
nation or Inclination of the Will to communicate 


Being and Happineſs. And agreeably to a for- 
mer Obſervation, , Moral Qualities ind Principles, 
tho they ſolicit and court, yet they cannot abſo- 
lutely determine the Will. And be it ever ſo true, 

that the Divine Will never does amiſs, but is con- 
ſtantly carried to the purſuit of Order and Hap- 


pineſs, yet it is as certain, that he has a phyſical 


Power of acting otherwiſe, tho* we be ſure that 
he will never uſe it. And it is the ſole Preroga- 
tive of the Great God of Nature, that, tho? he may, 
he never will chooſe to act contrary to the general 
Good of his Creatures. „„ 

Nor are theſe moral Qualities, or Determina- 
tions of the Divine Will, correſponding to bene- 
volent Affections in Men, founded on ſome prior 


Perception, pleaſant or painful, without which 


they could not exiſt ; for, though there can be no 
Inclination in Men but which is founded on ſome 
prior Perception or Senfation, yet the Caſe is 
otherwiſe with God : His Goodneſs requires no 


' antecedent Senſation or Perception as its efficient 


Cauſe ; but it is. as eſſential to him, as his Exift- 
ence is; and to demand a Reaſon why he is ſo, or 


to aſſign 2 the Cauſe of it, is juſt the ſame 


piece of Abſurdity as to demand a Reaſon of his 
IG or Why he is, in any reſpect, what 
Neither in this view of the Caſe would it be 
matter of mere indifferency to the Deity, whether 
in the Beginning of things, and their arangement 


into various Orders, he intended the Miſery ra- 
| ther than Happineſs of his Creatures; for, tho? 


4 hay- - 


ence we do not mean, as ſome would 


SE 24 SUMMARY: 8 
having no truly innate Idea, or implantec 


- of che Being of a Firſt Cauſe, 'we can . — 5 
nàt the knowledge of his Exiſtence 4 poſteriori, yet 


it will never follow from thence, that he has not 


1 exiſted from Eternity: In like manner, tho we 


. .__ Concluſion, that God is good, but only: can prove 


_ have no Arguments 4 priori to, juſtify us in this 


him ſo by Effects, yet "hls Conſequence does not 
hold, N he has not been ſo eternally ; for then _ 
his Will at one time would be weed to his Will 
at another, and conſequently there would be a 
Change 1 in him, i. e. an Effect without a Cauſe. 
Having ſhew'd that neither the Relations of | 
things conſider'd abſtractly, nor any external Prin- 
_ Ciple (call it what you pleaſe) could poſſibly de- 
termine the Deity to AQion at firſt; but that his 
_own Will, mov'd by infinite Goodaeſs, was the 
Cauſe and Reaſon of his creating the Univerſe in 
tze manner he has, and of his imparting that Ex- 
cellence and theſe various degrees of Happineſs to 
his Creatures which we find among them, the next 
Queſtion will be, Could not he have produced the 
ſame number of Beings, and communicated the 
_ fame quantity of Happineſs different ways? 8 
was he ty'd down to the preſent method 'of ading 
If indeed one Syſtem be preferable to 1 
upon account of its ſuperior tendency to Happi- 
neſs on the whole, his Omniſcience- enables him to 
_ diſcover it, and his Goodneſs will induce him to 
make choice of it. But that there is no Abſolute 
Beſt in Nature is, I think, evident from hence. 
II. That Whatever may be conceiv'd to be is | 
ee Lo of an Impoſſibility we can have no 
dea: but, ſeeing the diſtance betwixt the moſt 
perfect er and the all- perfect Creator will 
n, continue infinite, 1 it follows, t that no Syſtem 
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af Beings ariſes from a congruity of Objeths with : 
Appetizes ſo the ſame Almighty Power, which 
| gave riſe to this, might alſo have given riſe to in- 
- finite other Syſtems, differing from each other in 
degree of Perfection; nothing being further re- 


tures of its Beings are more 
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| ee be made fo happy, but a mote 
ü bar 


ee e e ee ; 
. That as the Happineſs of the preſent Syſte: 


quired, but as in each Syſtem the reſpective na- 
than thoſe in 
another, ſo proper Means be uſed, that the Ap- 
petites of theſe Beings be accommodated to their 
Natures, and a correſpondent Set of Objects pro- 
duced for their Gratification; both which fall with- 
in the Provine of Infinite Power. f 
Laſtly, To ſuppoſe God to have made an Ab- 
ſolute Beſt, is to ſuppoſe that he can make no Bet- 


ter, i. e. that his Power is exhauſted, or that In- 
finite Power is at the ſame time Finite, and _ 


ally reſtrained. 
And if numberleſs Syſtems, perpetually encrea- 
ſing in degree of Perfection, be poſſible, it is de- 
monſtrable, that if bare Will doth not, Nothing 
can determine the Deity's Choice in producing 
this or that Syſtem, and after this or that parti- 
cular manner; becauſe, if he refuſes to commu- 


nicate any determinate degree of Happineſs, upon 


the account of another lying above it in the Scale 


of Perfection, he muſt for the ſame Reaſon refuſe 


e. and after that Another, and fo on in inſini- 
And therefore, if he cannot be determined 


* by the Beſt, and the Nature of created Beings 


will not admit of a Beſt, it follows, that he can- 
not be determined at all. And therefore, ſuppoſing 
we were ſure à priori that the Deity could never 


act in contra · diſtinction to the Happineſs of his 


Creatures, 


Creatures, yet if he ever acts, his own Will and 
| Nothing elſe muſt determine what Syſtem he will 
produce, and what particular Quantity of Happi- 
neſs and Perfection he ſhall communicate; other- 
- wiſe no Creation at all can enſui e. 
We hence learn in what Senſe the Relations of 
Things may be term'd dependent on the Wilt of 
- God 3 and in what Senſe eternal and imtnutable. 
That they flow from the preſent Order and Efta- 
bliſhment of: Things is with us a Truth unque- 
ftionable ; and that, this Eſtabliſhment depends 
primarily on the Will of God, who had it in his 
Choice: whether he would produce this or another 
Syſtem, is, I think, a Truth as unqueſtionable as 
| the former: Conſequently, if it was thus origin- 
= ally matter of indifferency to the Deity, whether 
= out of an infinite Number of Syſtems, all equally - 
i effective of the fame End, he ſhould make this or 
= the other the Object of his Choice, theſe Rela- 
| tions, as connected with the preſent Conſtitution 
of Things, pre-cſtabliſh'd by the Will of God, 
= cannot ſtrictly and properly be ſtiPd Abſolute, but 
Relative; not Eternal and Unchangeable, but 
Temporary and Contingent: In a ſecondary and 
leſs proper Senſe they may be ſtiPd Immutable 
and Independent, ſince whenever ſuch a Syſtem is 
fuppos'd once to be, and things to exiſt in the 
manner they do at preſent, the ſame Relations will 
ſubſiſt betwixt the Parts thereof: And this is no 
more than ſaying, That whilſt a thing is, it is; 
or that the ſame Cauſes, in like Circumſtances, will 
produce the ſame Effects. Such a conſequential 
Neceſſity as this no one ever deny*d, or doubted 


of, as flowing from the preſent eſtabliſhment 'of 
Things; but as for any other Neceſſity, or Inde- 
pency of them on the Will of God, ſtile it 1 —4 


8 — nes es. | 2 
lute, Autecedent, or what-you will, it is coy: 
aſcribed to them. g 
We may learn alſo from kenrs: the Fooliſhwels 5 
ol chat jon, If Virtue and Vice depend on the 
Will of „may he not cauſe them to ſhift 
ſides, and ſo "wake Virtue Vice, and Vice Vir- 
tue? For to ask ſuch a Queſtion is the ſame as 
to ask, May not different Effects low from the 
fame Cauſe ? or, May not the ſame thing both 
Be, and Not be, at the ſame. time ? So long as 
continue to be what they are, the ſame 
Conſequences are neceſſary and unavoidable; they 
muſt and will flow from 9 And, conſequently, 
ſhould we ſuppoſe the preſent Syſtem to continue 
to Eternity, Virtue and Vice would continue to 
be what they are, unalterable to all Eternity. If 
the Objector ſhould go further, and ask, May not 
God change his primary Volition, and give us an- 
other Syſtem, in the room of che preſent? We 
anſwer, That as he is infinitely benevolent, he will 
never change this Syſtem but for a better: but, 
as we have ſhewn there is no Beſt, the ſame Reaſon 
for his changing this for another, will hold for 
his changing that alſo for ſome other, and ſo on; 
conſequently, as he muſt ſtop ſomewhere, it is 
moſt reaſonable to ſuppoſe he will ſtand by his firſt 
Choice. They, who object againſt the divine 
Conduct being founded on arbitrary Will and 
Pleaſure, would do well to let us know what they 
mean by theſe Terms: If they mean a fickle and 
changeable Will a Will hat determines one 
thing to-day, and another to-morrow : This co- 
incides not with our notion: of divine Will, which, 
as has been ſhewn above, can never be contrary to 
itſelf, If they mean a wild and ungovernable 
Will ; a Will, which throws down the Barriers 
betwirt Right and Wrong, and maps 
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Goodnels;:Verariey ee Qui ing: 
which we ſtile moral; this is to what we 


contrary. 

| haveproy'd it to be. The Gentlemen, Who tal 

in this ſtrain, will reply by 1 . e 
| cannot prove God good, and juſt, and faith * 
Triori; or, if there be nothing in theſe Q wy 

chat can engage his Will in the obſervance — 
May he not as well be malevolent,: r 
= foitbful ? Anſw, Tho' we have no Ar 4 
= Priori to reſt our Proofs of the .divine-Goodneſs - 
= _— jor then of fc Proc neck 
1 its Certainty, any moe 


1 able to prove 4 priori that he exiſts, an render 
4 that Exiſtence. precarious ; which is ſufficiently 
9 prov'd a poſteriori. - Beſides, this Argument, when 
| purſu'd, terminates here, viz. that there is nothing 
in the whole Circuit of Nature, but what is know- _ 
8 able by human Reaſon, and conſequently that 
human Capacity is the adequate Meaſure of all 
| | Theſe two Icons! of divine Will we tie - 
_— diſcard, and cloſe with a third (tho? known: only 


a poſteriori) which is that of its being determin'd 
to Action by a Principle of infinite Copanelss and, 
conducted by infinite Wiſdom. + 
Since God is poſſeſs'd of coking; Kiowledee, — 
and (Goodneſs, we are obliged to on, chat all 
ſuch Phenomena of Nature, as in our. preſent ſi- 
tuation we cannot account for (ſome of which ſeem 
to be real Evils, others Deformities in the Creation) | 
are the genuine effects of an infimtely u : 
and benevolent Being, and, as ſuch, neceſlary* in | 
the preſent Syſtem "things: becauſe it s a Con- 
tradiction to ſuppoſe that ſuch a Being ſhould ever 
do or will any thing to be 7 — * | 
e eee 8 
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n Neo „ ay. 
® inter ing is no ent of its" Uſe- 
=== whoſe Parts are all rela- 
. Hye to, ach e orher, _ ind that ſees not thro? their 


1 e 
con cannot unce 

| — 

Having diſcoverd the Deity's of 
Alen, we ſhall now proceed to the of his 
_ Wiſdom; Juſtice, and other moral Perfections, 
Which een to be bur fo many Emanations from 
be ſame Source, -diverſify*d indeed by the ſeveral 
Chanels thr Which they flow, but not ſo many 
diſtinet Attributes of ee much leſs ex- 
iſting apart, or acting counter to his Geode 
 Tobegin with Wide. - 
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If Jome: certain E 


S de the End the Deity has ſolely 
in view is the — of Being and 

=2 ;Wildom,*when-aſcrib'd to him, muſt fig- 
uch way 0 re as are pro- 


ae of the groaeſt Aggregate of Happineſs. 


PR or. L God 1. a Wiſe Being. His Infinite 
Intelligence qualifies him to ſee how he may beſt 
the Happineſs of his Creatures ; ad his 
Perfect Power enables him to execute whatever is 
moſt condutive to that End: Conſequently he muſt 
at all times, and upon all occafions, know and do 
| Bring, 5 3 r n 


. 1 2. - Juſtice hore an os of 
15 4 3 and ons of things to the 


- f 


Qualifications and Bebaviour of "Free and Tntelligent 
Creatures ; or thus, Natural Fuſtice denotes fuch'a 
_ Conſtitution of things,” as will neceſſarily draw Hap- 
"pineſs or Miſery upon every Individual, according as 
bis" As are good or evil, and in proportion to the 
Habits of Virtue or Vice be bas contrafed. © 
©  Poſutive Juſtice, when aſerib d to him, implies | 
2 Diſpoſition in bim to ſecure the great Intereſts of 
Niue or Natural Religion, by proper Rewards and 


Por. II. God is a God of Fuſtice.” We proved 
above, that he knows perfectly the Natures and 
Powers of all theſe things which derive their Ex- 

' iſtence from him, and conſequently what Effect 
they will have upon each other: He knows like- 
wiſe the Qualifications of his rational Creatures, 
whether they have forwarded or oppoſed the Ends 

of his Creation; and, as he knows theſe things, 
| he can apply the one to the other in ſuch a man- 
ner, that the reſult ſhall be a certain Sum of Hap- 
pineſs or Miſery to theſe Beings, as they have 
merited the one or the other. But being wiſe, and 
powerful, and good, he will be ſure to have no- 
=_ thing omitted which tends to the Happineſs of his 
_ Syſtcm; and will fo contrive the Parts of it, that 
i 1 every Being ſhall certainly receive ſooner or later 
1 the proper Effects of his own Actions. 
Ihe Neceſſity of God's dealing thus ariſes from 
its tendency to ſecure the Happineſs of the reſt of 
his Creatures. For when it is ſo order d, that every 
degree of Miſery, cauſeleſly introduced into the 
Creation, is ſure to meet with a proportional Pu- 
niſhment, either by natural Conſequence, or poſi- 
tive Appointment, the Conſequence will be, that 
every ſuch Offender being made to know and feel 
how every vicious Act is an unavoidable Step to 
0 8 85 Miſery 


K 


deterr d from ſuch Practices for the future. 
We might obſerve here, by way of Corollary, 
E that God's Goodneſs and Juftice cannot claſh as 
ſome have imagin'd:; but that the latter is directed 
by, and always exercis'd in ſubſerviency to, the 
former; ſince nothing can evidence ſtronger Marks 
of Goodneſs in God, than to make every Being 

ſenſible of the deſtructive Nature and Effects of 
Sin; to let his Creatures know they cannot wander 
from their Duty, without wandering from their 
Happineſs ; and ſo bring them by a proper chaſtiſe- 
ment to a 12 of t e to cher 


* apacities. 


DIN Ir. 3. Holineſs i is that Beatty or Dic | 
paſition'? in a Being, which cauſes it to abbor and deteſt 
af manner 4 Vice and Wake — 


Prop. III. This Quality 8 to the Firſt 
Cauſe. Whatever runs counter to the Will of che 
Creator is ſure to be the Object of his Diſlike and 
Abhorrence: But Vice and Wickedneſs, as being 
eſſentially productive of Miſery, are e 
with it 3 4.6. ee eee 


; "nates Veracity is that n inn; Ben 

by virtue of which he cannot declare alberta tban 

| The Caſe really is: or, it CNN 4 mores Inca- 
Pain of deceiving others, E 25 1 


Pact IV. God is a God of Truth. | 

As Falſhood embaraſſes limited . 
eee a right Conduct from the obſervation of 
Cauſes and Effects, and conſequently tends to in- 
troduce all manner of Conſuſion and Miſery into 
=_ A and 1 theſe 
in 


2 
: 
++ 


Miſery, he, and- perth eee will be 5 | 


abr W W ne Gut of Favbfolmgs: ;-or; 
be cannot be worſe than bis Word: We have ſhewn 


that God is Unchangeable ; and, if ſo,” he cannot 
will and do at one time what he will contradict 
at another; and therefore he is uncapable of being 
2 and ee 1 "oy port 
mi e. Xe 
To ſum up the Whole : Two: oppoli te Ds 
ties can never belong to the Au l Being at the 
ſame time. Therefore being aſſured that our God 
is good, we have proportionable aſſurance that he 
can have no Qualities, Principles, 'or determina- | b 
tions of Will, preventive of the communications 
of his Goodneſs in the moſt extenſive Degree... . 
- Juſtice, Veracity, Faithfulneſs, and theſe Qua- 
lities which we ſtile moral in the Deity, are bh,” 
as we hinted before, ſo many acts and manifeſta- 
tions of one and the ſame Principles vix. Good- 
neſs ; which, as it uſes different means, or is ex- 
erted different ways, in order to bring about the 
ſame End, is exhibited to us under different Pro- 
8 3 which is apt to make us conclude, that 
there are ſo many diſtinct Principles ſubſiſting in 
the divine Nature, correſponding to theſe Effects, 
and the proper Cauſes of them: Whereas, in re- 
ality, they are but Branches ſpringing from the 
ſame Stock, cultivated in ſuch a manner as tends 
moſt to the propagation and advancement of uni- 
verſal Happineſs. We ſay God is juſt, becauſe to 
deal thus with his Creatures, is a means to oblias 
the Offender, and all ſuch as are viciouſly inclin <> 
to avoid all future Commerce with Wickedneſs.— 
He hates and 10 all manner of Sin and Ini- = 


quity. 
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quity, « becauſe all manner of Sin and Iniquity ies 
connected with all manner of Miſery. — He is 
true and faithful, becauſe Truth and Faithfulneſs 
are abſolutely neceſſary to ſecure Truſt and Con- 
| dence, and conſequentiy Peace and Happineſs. 


_  DzFINn1T. 5. By Providence we mean cer- 
tain uniform Laws fix*d in the Courſe of things ; by 
virtue of which the ſeveral orders of Beings are con- 
tinued in their Exiſtence ; and perform their proper 

| Offices without a continual Interpoſition of the A. 
mighty. : _ 


P Ro. VI. God governs the World by theſe 
Laws. We ſee this every Day in Fact. We find 
one uniform. conſiſtent Method, by which Bodies 
are determin'd to Motion or Reſt — A conſtant 
and regular Connection betwixt certain Cauſes and 
Effects — the like Powers always producing in 
the ſame Caſes like Events. And as the ſeveral 
ſorts of Beings are govern'd by Laws flowing 
from their Specific Natures, fo. thoſe which are 
liable to be attack d from without are furniſnh'd 
with Powers proper for their Defence — Inani- 
mate Bodies, when acted upon, re- act — The 
Bodies of Animals are temper'd agreeably to the 
nature of the Climate in which they breath They 
are poſſeſs of Faculties, and proviſory means of 
Happineſs, ſuited to their Capacities of enjoying 
it — In ſhort, all Creatures come into Being with 
all neceſſary means of Self-defence, and nothing 
is wanting that can in any degree contribute to the 
univerſal Happineſs of God's Creation. 


D TIN Ir. VI. Particular Providence denotes 
ſuch a Diſtribution of things, as correſponds to the 
particulgr. Caſes . of particular Men. That ſuch an 


1 r ( be laid 
Natute or chat the ſeveral Parts of. i Softem 5 
may be related to one another in ſuch a manner aa 
to bring about Events ſuitable to the Qualifica- > 
| oe of Parcicular Men, 1 n. evident from 
ene 
. That Man's Happineſs or Miſe or his 
2 Good and Ill in Life, either flows, 2812 the 
natural Order and Courſe of Things; or, ſecondly, 
is che effect of his own Management; or, thirdly, 
ariſes from the Actions of thoſe,” who. aca 
ey a Principle of natural Li 
2. As God created all things, aud gave them 
their reſpective Powers and Situation in the Uni- 
| tg he _ mark FOE * — Effects theſe 
85 will produce, theſe Powers will be 
5 5 d, whether for the Good and Advantage, 
Hurt and Detriment of this Syſtem. 
we 1 iris he is infinitely. Intelligent, he muſt 
know from all Eternity every that 
would exiſt in this Syſtem, and what would hap- 
pen to each Part belonging to it; and, if fo, he 


Knows in what portion of 8 pace and Time it will 


be convenient to introduce any particular Thing 


or Perſon, for the bringing about any particular | 
Event. 


Ae de knees When ir wlll be r W to 3 


5 the Whole, either to beſtow Favours, or inflict 
Puniſhments, on ſuch of his Creatures as deſerve 
well of ill al his Hands, ſo being Perfect in Power, 
he can order and prediſpoſe natural Cauſes in eu 
| à manner as to bring about theſe g ear Ends Wich- 
© out any ſabſequent Extra any nfluence. From 
Fiat fince the Deity can ſo adjuſt the Parts of 

his Michine, and give them ſuch Directions as 


| Bull onflnly brig about Evcats dope to | 


8 Wiens Ukinozes, 
wb — particular Men, Þ this way 
8 ig for particular Caſes and Things is as 

much the-Obj of God's Knowledge and Power, 

as the other. But which a wiſe and good B 
will chooſe to act by, We will not take upon us 

to determine: Tho we may ſafely go ſo far as to 
afficm, that infinite Wiſdom. d "und mot to > 
about any Tad by the feweſt | 

VICKIE. 

We are not inſenſible chat this. 1.0 
e-determin*d Cauſes is liable to ſome ObjeRtions; 

ago will be found to be leſs formidable upon 

Examination than ve ore to wan 


. 


| Abe fit runs 4 fel 8 on N 
8 dhe Ness Acts proceed from their Wills ; which 
being abſviately free, it ſeems impoſſible that 
Cod thould have any Knowledge of them. 
Au. The Reaſon why Men know not-this or 
that r thing is becauſe their Knowledge, 
in reſpect of it, is limited: But God's Knowl 

= in een en with his other Attributes, being in- 
ss extends over all. And therefore it is no 
= ence; becauſe we cannot conceive how 
| God ſhould fore-know the Acts of theſe Being, 
| That therefore He cannot. The Modes of | 
| * and knowing in God are widely di 

8 they are in Men; — cet 
ee dan be drawn from the one to the 


WR e eee ee 

| Mond 'foreknow the free Acts of his Creatures, 

et we are certain that he both Does and Muſt 

know them: -otherwiſe he would know at one 

- hell What he does not at another, i. e. his Know- 

bs : Comrary 59 what we have 
pro 


36 ASUMMARY: = 
prov'd. . \This: Argument drawn from God's . . 
nite Intelligence for his having in every point of 
Duration a perfect Knowledge of all future Con- 
tingencies, as thoſe Acts are which flow ſtom the 
Free-will'of the Creature, carries with it the Force 
of Demonſtration. If God be allow d to be om- 
niſcient. Contingencies muſt be allow'd to be in- 


cluded in his Omniſcience: If they are denied to 


be Objects of his Knowledge, his Omniſcience is 
deny d, and he becomes Aa "Whig wick. « limited 5 
Attribute. e 

The Miſtakes-that "8 Weide upon. this Head 
are owing to theſe Terms, Paſt, Preſent, and To 

come 3 Which being ſucceflive Ideas, and conſe- 
quently Affections of created Beings, are properly 
predicable of them only. With Beings whoſe Exiſt- 
_ ence and Powers have relation to Time and Place, 

i. e. which are limited ; theſe Acts may be faid to 

be paſt or future, as they happen ro be done in 
this or that Period of their Exiſtence, and their 
Knowledge of them in the ſame reſpect may fitly 
enough be ſtiled Fore or After-knowledge. But, to 
a Being whoſe Attributes have no more relation 
to Time and Place than his Exiſtence 255 ee: * 


* are "ny eee W 


, The s Objection is- this.- 11 God „ 
knows the Acts of Men, they cannot but be; and 
if they cannot but be, they ceaſe to be free and 3 
indifferent. r 
Ante. God's Knowledge of the Free Ads of 
Mien is g nded on che certaint of che uit. 
ence of theſe Acts, and not the certain of their 
Exiſtence on his Knowledge of them. Since, by 
the laſt Argument, all ſuch things as are e ſyccefive 
to Men, are preſent 0 mw and rs at 
* 99 Knowledge. 

W II. 
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; UL If an adjuſtment of Caſes to Pref_es 


bed in Nature, and every Being ſhall be ſure 


to receive the natural Effect of his own Actions, 
Whenge the Neceſſity of Prayer? Whence the 
Oecaſion of petitioning the Deity for any temporal 
Favour, or to be deliver'd from ſome preſent or 
_ impending Evil? Upon this Hypotheſis all Sup- 
plications: and Entreaties would be impertinent ; 
foraſmuch as the things pray'd for would r 
rily come to paſs, whether pray'd for, or not. 
The mechanical Hypotheſis ſuppoſes, 
that God upon the Knowledge of particular Mens 
Endeavours, and Prayers to him, ranged natural 
things into ſuch an Order, that what they pray for, 
and endeavour after, ſhall be ſure to come to pals :- 
and what they deprecate be averted. . This adjuſt-. 
ment therefore, in order of -Conception, is conſe- 
quential to, and originally founded on, the Prayers 
and-Qualifications of "particular Agents, And ©. 
God knows that certain Perſons would offer up to 
him ſuch and ſuch Prayers for the attaining ſome 
particular Favours, fk ſhould hinder, but that, 
perfect in Knowledge and Power, he: may 
ſo diſpoſe things in their firſt Settlement, as ro 
correſpond eventually with theſe particular Re- 
queſts and Endeavour? | 
But after all We ſhall not, as was obſerꝰ d be. 
fore, take upon us to determine which Method of 
Government the Deity has actually choſen. Whe-_ 
ther he has adjuſted 8 ſuch a manner, as 
that all Events ſhall be ſecured by the working of 
natural Cauſes; or that he has rekre'd to himſelf 
_ a Power of providing. for particular Caſes and 


. Emergencies by a particular Influence : ſince both 


Ways are . — poſſible, and both perhaps equally : 
a * che ſame ag End. | 
D 3 SECT. 
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i ariſe from their tendency to 
_ pineſs or Mifery in Beings, to whom ſuch: Actions 
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TE ſhallbegin this Seon wich 
the following Axioms, which wore be 
of ſervice in giving a ſolution ro och | 


Axzrou > ih Pleaſure is different FA Yin 


or, There is a Difference in Things. 


rn To a ſenſible Being Pleafure is'a 


real Good, and perfective of its e 2 Fan a 
real Evil, and conitrary to its Nature. | 


. om III. The Fitneſs or Voges of f 
produce this I 


are therefore ſaid to be fit or unfit. Conſequently 2 


\ Fi itneſs and Unfitneſs, when aſcrib'd'to Things and 


ctions, are not poſitive and abſolute, but Sof a 
elative Signi fication, as WO from that relation 


which ſuch t have, a s means Or 222 


and Miſery, t to ſenſible Beings. 
Aren W. To find out this. 8 in 


| ; thing and to diſcover what Set of Objects will 
Produce the eſt Sum of Pleaſure, is the Pro- 
vince of Reaſon. Reaſon being of no farther Uſe 


to Man, than as it leads him i into the right Road 


d a and * tim how he 1 con- 


rinue in it. 


* ö 5 Fx 
* - - o 3 2 2 ES 4-3 g 
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3 v. Man's . as: a rational 
nt ariſes from a concurrence. of 
thoſe Powers on whom he 0 depends for it; and 

to his Depende ee is he 
DN 5 
San wy ap de ae, ach Means © 


„ VI. The fe rudy, Pcs Py 
this Natural Good, or Pleaſure, by one rational 
ſenſible Being in another, or the voluntary intro-— 

duction of it into human Life, is Moral Good; 
and the voluntary Production of this Natural Evil, 

e ee eee 
Life, is Moral Evil. 3 | 

Virtue therefore denotes 6 conſlant Purſuit of 1 
_ Actions as tend „ e 


me of che Glien. 


| . VII. Iris not 1 con- 
Gder'd i in itſelf, or the Conſequences flowing from 
it, but the manner in which it was done, or the 
Will and Intention of the Agent, which entitles 
him to the Favour and Eſteem of others. So far 
as the Will is unconcern'd in any Action, fo far is 
ſioch an Action of an indifferent Nature, and the 
Being, whoſe it is, is, ſtrictly ſpeaking, no ſub- 
ject of Eſteem or Diſeſteem, of Rewards or Pu- 
niſhments, but ſtands properly upon the ſame foot- 
ing with mechanical and involuntary Cauſes ——— 
If, in the performance of any Action of Moment 
to the Publick, I look not up to God, and have not 
his acceptance, as one of the ends of my 
in view; however agreeable to him ſuch Acts 


may be, as to the material Part, ſtill I have done 
e eee recommend me to his 


D 4 - Favour, 


* 


Favour, 1 entitle 1 me to'a | Rea from Min. 3 
For nottiing can in reaſon recommend: me to the 
one, or entitle me to the other, but what was 
done purely upon his account, in fiticefe obedletice 
'to. his: Ec, or 


en "x" Deng ene 
W 
1 Not that we can One's it idee ry that 


| we always ſhould) have the divine acceptance in 
view, or be able to deduce every particular Action 
immediately from a conſideration of the Will of 


„in order to make it rewardable by him. 


r may, *tis hoped, fays an ingenious Writer, be 
e ſufficient, if we have à general intent of ſerving 
% him in the whole of any conſiderable Undertak- 


ing, and an expreſs regard to him whenever he 


e appears to be more particularly concern d in any 


part of it. Our imperfect Underſtanding will 
«© hot allow us to trace up everything to our 


„ ultimate End; we find it neceſſary therefore to 
8 fix ſevetal inferior and ſubordinate ones, where- 
jn we are forced to acquieſce both i in our Know- 


44 ledge and Practice. And it is ſufficient to re- 
& commend and juſtify an Action, if it can be 


fairly deduc'd from any one of theſe ſubordinate 


* Ends, and have ſome connection with what is 
«© manifeſtly our Duty. — Nay; further, ſome 


«* Actions which are directed to no diſtinct End at 


* all, tho? in themſelves they be no proper ſub- 
< jefts of Rewards, yet they may become = 


dy virtue of certain Habits, whereof they ar 


« Conſequences, and for which Habits we 0 

* properly accountable : and the Reaſon of this 
of * 

*© is evident. As we cannot have our main End 

«©. conſtantly i in view, tis neceſſary. for us to ac- 


_ «© quire ſuch Habits of ARing as may lead us al- 


«molt inſenſibly to it, and carry us on in our 


5 * Journey, even hen v we are not thinking of it. 
on Theſe 


Mais W 41 


f «Theſe Habits therefore, if they be rightly 
.* founded and directed, muſt entitie us to a Re- 
_ 6s, ward for all the ſeveral Actions which flow from 
chem, even when the firſt Foundation is forgot. 
Thus a Servant / ſufficiently deſerves: both the 
„ Title and Reward of being * Faihful, if he have 
acquired ſuch Habits of Labour and Diligence | 
5 . in his Maſter's Buſineſs, as will carry him regu- | 
<< larly thro? it, tho he ſeldom conſider the End 
of all his Labour, or think of his Maſter i = bit.“ 2 
Thus far a Writer in the Meetiy Miſcellan 
Me may obſerve, by way Carle, kom 1 85 
laſt Axiom, that if A ir che commiſſiba or omiſ- 


ſion of any Action aims at B's Favour-and Eſteem, _ 


which Favour he looks upon as a means of Hap- 
I to himſelf, and purſues it under that Notion z | 
fuch Action or Omiſtion is meritorious, 2, e. enti- 
tles A to B's Favour: Favour being due to one 

Being from another for any particular Action done 
by one upon the other's Eko If I direct my 
Acts in purſuit of the Good and Happineſs of 
others, tho with a view to pleaſe God thereby, 
and to ſecure his Favour to me, ſuch Actions are 
neceſfarily made the ground of his acceptance, 
and muſt, of courſe, attain the end for which-they 
were under taken, i. e. his F. avour and Rewards. 


| - Theſe chings 8 premiſed we ſhall juſt take 
tion what it is which conſtitutes Moral Agency, 
and then paſs. eee AE e e 
Nam Obligation. 
And firſt of Moral Agency. 
It is, I think, allow'd on all SUP that Intel- 
; Haba and Freedom are abſolutely neceſſary to 
Man's being a Moral Agent, and without which 
he can be no ſubject of Rewards and Puniſhments. 


- nbd R . 


cg nat, 5e be the Obje®t of bis. heise. 4 
A 
—  Piwers to; diſcern a Difference: in ere. and 


know how to adhuſt his Acts in prucurin 


| and. avoiding aden. yer if he has nor a Power | 

9 e e e eee 

edge, 5. 6. if he has not a Power of chooſing and 

© lung what upon Examination appears proper 
Ee Creature in . 


- Judgment, Gr. 3 Denial of che 


ä ů K of ir. 3 
fiace a Man muſt» deny it either with Reaſon, -or | 


without it ; if without Reaſon, he neither wants, 
nor deſerves to be confuted.; if with Reaſon, he 
. e Fever wer ers to do, and proves the 
LOW z he wants to deny. As As to Fre 
| ee pre umm vw Is; 
1 T s 
Hex Power of chooſing ebend | 
the objects which ſolicit 3 A e of 
determining among equal and indifferent Objects 
and of preferring the Purſuit of ſome to others. 
different from and oppoſite to them. Man chere- 
ſore having the Qualifications requiſite to his be- 
9 9 "* 
ject 


” n or n —_ - 


| eee e, eee, e 


| Fre lee ws — — 
Obligation. | 


0 Branches wa Bene And there have 

been great Differences among Moraſiſts in this 
Farticular. Among the ſeveral Opinions that have 
been d, 1 o y have been 
inſiſte d on and warm defended by their reſpective 
Fart . The one to deduce ĩt from the 
Neat ons, Proportions, Sr. of Things, 
upon the different Modes of their Exiſtence; and 
maintain, chat theſe Relations have a: full, en 
tory Power antecedent to any Reward or Puniſhment 


ä Obſervance or . 
other are for fetching from the Will of God, 
2s the only Principle which can make Virwe uni 
verſally binding, and the Practice of it always 
reaſonable. —— nothing can be the 
of Man's Defires and Purſuits; but what is 

ras, ea be ſome way or other connected with 
| : And , if Men are 
tacit ä — 
de on eee e e ld 
ſooner or later, tend to cbrir | 
. | ora na 
boncerning the nature and ground of Moral Ob- 
ligation, it will be neceſſary to ſhew, that as there 
tan be nd Law without an Obligation, nor Obli- 
9 Motive JE wr, ar 


” \ +245 = < 
23:3 { wt > 


avoiding Pain, of foe: fort or cher. 0 Fix 


SY ASUMMARY: of: - 
. So — 8 any bone aa it tends 855 5 

a Ppine it is evident that nothing can 
kim. to. the Practice of Virtue, but an — Ein 
- that. it is connected with his Happineſs, either di- 


EY realy or. conſequentially 3. by natural Canſequence, = 


or ens Appointment... And, conſequently; it 
would be trifling to fix Moral Obligation on any 


dther Foundation than that, which, if attended 


to, will, in all ſuppoſeable Caſes, ſuperſede all 
other Motives, however ſuggeſted: Or thus, That 
Moral Obligation muſt be founded on that, the 
Conſideration of which will remove all Difficulties 
EE ſition lying in the road to Virtue, and 
e es e all ſuch Pleaſures as flow from a 
| E 2 Courſe of Action. But to nes 
out. > 
In every reaſonable Addion ſome End is in- 
tended z or: there are ſome previous Reaſons de- 
termining us to the Purſuit of it. Now the ex · 
_ citing Reaſon to Action in 8 or to any par- 
ticular one, is the Proſpect of procur 4 
Pleaſure, or of avoiding ſome Pain; be from 
to Not-aQting, - or vice verſa, there is a 
Change and wherever there is a e, —— 2 


” er dete, hh of it: The Cauſe of Chang 


preſent caſe, can only be a Deſire 8 
the Cauſe of that Belize a Proſpect of obtain- 
ing Pleaſure, or of avoiding Pain, of ſome fort 
or other; for, whilſt che "Mind of any ſenſible 
Being neither receives, nor is under apprebenſion 
of receiving Pleaſure or Pain, from any * 
Action, ſhe, during ſuch a State, muſt be per- 
ſectly eaſy and indifferent : And whilſt: ſhe conti- 
nues in ſuch a ſtate of Indifferency no Change will 
follow 3. becauſe, as we obſerv'd, there can be no 
Change without a Cauſe, i. e. without a Deſire of 
a Change; and no Change can . be- 


cauſe 


- : 


: uy Naru AL 8 45 3 
cauſe UT Defire is towards ſome attainable Good, 
or avoidable Evil; Deſire being only an affection 
of the Wd, . upon the apprehenſion 
of poſſeſſing a means of Happineſs, or avoiding 
a means of Miſery. Hence, as there can be no 
Action without a Change, no Change without a 
Cauſe, i. e. Defire, and no Deſire without ſome 
apprehended attainable Good, in which it termi- 
nates ; ſo, when the Mind feels no preſent, and 
has no Proſpect of obtaining any future Good, 
no Things, or Conſiderations, can give her che 
leaſt Concern, or influence her at all either to 
Motion, or Reſt; and therefore nothing but Plea- 
ſure and Pain, or the Cauſes of them, can be any 
Reaſons for, or Motives to Action. theſe a 
Corollaries. „ 5 


COROL. 12 Wear now <a to > judge 5 
what it is in Actions, which influences the Mind, 


and engages our Purſuit; viz. the neceſſary, or 


at leaſt probable, oonnection of ſuch Actions with 
our Happineſs, i. e. with ſuch a degree of 2 
P as is judg d to be worth our Purchaſe. 


COROT. 2. The Strength of Motives FED 
| mining us to the Purſuit of an any Acton or, which 
is the ſame (ſeeing there can be no Motive with- 
out an Obligation, nor Obligation without a Mo- 
tive, both being founded in a view to Happineſs) 
the degree of our Obligation to ſuch Action will 
be in a direct Ratio of the degrees of Happineſs 
ſuppos'd to ACCOMPany it in its real Exiſtence. 2. 


Co RO. 3. If nothing but Pleasure wy 2 
Pain, or the ſuppoſed Cauſes of them, can be any 
exciting Reaſons to Action or Forbearance; and 
if the degrees of our Obligation to an Action be 


1 


in; it, > hs: ; Saleh 


nded 
Action, when pure Pain and Miſery are appre 


bended not reins Bl as the 6 Can or likely, bur 
'of ſuch 
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ſome ſort or other, theſe Actions, Which in the 
Eye of the Mind are productive of the 
Quantity of ' Pleaſure; and attainable, muſt tay 
her under as ſtrong an Obligation as ſhe can pe 
bly admit Fer ce with a 2 of Free- 
Agency: conſt „ as 

Pleaſure in any gi — 

or leſs, in like 


- ap] Act od oc 
can 1A 5 poſſible Motive or Excitement to any 


[Ciao different Gagiets'df Platts to ya; and 
as the "exciting Reaſon to Action is Pleaſure of 


or 
of Action 1s greater | 
ion will rhe Mind be influ- 


ended do exert? erſelf in the Purſuit of it. Hence 
again, that particular Action, or courſe of Action, 


which 


produce the ſtrongeſt Deſires for i . 
This we thought” n oObſerv 
| | beeabſe, when oo F 
"(nor to be enjo eſent themſelves to 


the Mind, 4 e pen the greater 


Will, in che nature of the thing, turn the Scale, 
and er ee with a Force pre — 
its apprehen repolleney: And for this Rea- 
\ fon, © becauſe if Pleaſure, conſider d as fuch, be 


Win delightful, and the Mind clioofes it bectuſe 


* i b. then the greater muſt neceſſarily be choſen 
und purſued, becauſe, by the Terms, it js more 
| ee : And" ate the Strength of 


. — N 


the whole will-procure moſt Pleaſure, 
muſt, if due Attention be paid it, act with the 
| greateſt Force upon the Mind, and r 


9 | 
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free in it. * 
— e, ans She whe alk ire 
: preſent, will certainly be choſen, yet, we ſee, in 
act, that preſent Pleaſure has ah the advan- 
tage of what is future, and at a diſtance. A fu- 
ture Pleaſure often will be poſtponꝰd to a preſent 
_ ſmaller one; and the Reaſon is, becauſe things are 
ſo fram d as to act with greater or leſs Strength i in 
pt to their diſtance from us. This we ſee 
is true in the material Syſtem ; and it alſo holds 
in the intellectual. What is preſent affects us very 
_ſenfibly, often engages the whole Mind, and pre- 
vents her in a great meaſure from attending to 
what is future. This was the Reaſon of our ſfay- 
ing above, if due Attention be raid it, i. e. ſuch an 
an Attention as will engage che Heart . 
fections. 
No the various kinds of Pleaſure ſubſiſting in 
Actions, or, to ſpeak more properly, the Mo- 
tives by which Men are determin'd to purſue any 
ew r Action, are, as og DO TR 
5 1 ood to which ſuch 
Action is ſubſervient: Or, ſecondly, that inward 
concomitant Pleaſure, i. e. „ which im- 
mediately flows from ſuch Action; 9 
: 8 of ſome ſettled Habit of avg, | Fung 
may be accounted for from an Aſſociation 
which we either made ourſelves at firſt, or — 
e 
| r W o 
Lethe cem of oche Hog el eo 
n itſelf, = ata ſuch Action tends ta 
g 283 tion of future 
8 A per the ad under this Claſs 
| RE) dete which flow from 


cConſequentiy entitled ourſe ves to th 


a as Conſcioulncs « of wg do 


. = * 2 


From hence flow the following Truths. 

1. That Action, which produces all theſe | [7 v: . I 
| ral ſorts of Pleaſure in the higheſt « 3 
give the Mind the ſtrongeſt Biaks, and act. with 
the greateſt Impulſe that it is Hallie, for a Free _. 
Agent to receive. SE 
2. That Action muſt P A; greater moment. 
of Happinefs to the Agent, and Sy 0 
a more powerful Motive to engage him to 5 
it, in which ſubſiſt theſe ſeveral ſorts of Pleaſure; 3} . 
or, to ſpeak. more properly, the Powers of pro: 
an m, than when any are wanting. 

Since theſe ſeveral forts of Pleaſure are 6 
= ſeveral Motives acting upon the Mind, it 
follows, that when any of 1 ſe are ſuppos d o 
be wanting, ſo many exciting Reaſons are wan 
alſo. But were there but one ſort in its low 
degree in any Action, the Mind would be inf 
enced by it: Wee, fince all Plesare ; is agree 
able, and as ſuch, if attainable, becomes the 
Object of our Deſires, the leaſt as well as greateſt 
(if it be apprehended worth the Labour io pur= 
chafing, - PT te Enjoyment of it be not incom- 
patible wich a greater Pleaſure) the leaſt, I ſay... 
as well as greateſt degree of Pleaſure mult, within 
theſe Limitations, move the Mind, and diſpoſe her 
to ſeck the means of attaining it. 

Hence, the Effects of Iron Agent ah EP 
a. compound Nature, .compriſi N 70 
ments, 177 Pleaſure and Pain, che Mars Mo... 
tives, and degrees of Obligation ie be 150 kc 5 
tion d to the apprehended exceſs of Good or "= : 1 . 
If the inward coneomitant. Pleaſure be inconſiſtent. 
with private p Lt a encin 


Happineſs eber us at firſt by our 8 ; na 


* * 
* Age += 
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8 Action may be determin'd thus.” If 
che inward Pleaſure be apprehended ſuperior, the 
Strength of the Motive influencing will be as * 
prepollency of this Pleaſure A the Loſs 
private perſonal Good, i. . proportional to that 
Sum of Pleaſure which remains after the degrees 
of private Diſadvantage are ſubſtracted. Bur when 
the loſs of this over-ballances the inward conco- 
mitant Pleaſure, there can ariſe no Motive to ſuch 


Action, but rather a Motive to the contrary, uoleſs 7 


a Man, can think Miſery more eligible chan Happi-, 
- nels, i. e. reverſe theo eee if Ima ay. 
ſo ſay, unman himſelf. — Hence, laſtiy, if this 
inward Pleaſure. ballance the ſoſs of We 
Advantages, or the loſs of tempor Advan- 


4 tages ballance the inward Pleafure ; in Caſes 
no Motives can ariſe either one way or other; be- 


cauſe equal apprehended Quantities of Good and 
Evil in Actions raiſe neither Defire nor Avecſion, 
nor can have the leaſt Influence over the Mind. f 

Having thus pav d the way, we ſhall apply 1 what 
| has been faid to the Caſe before us. 

Since there can be no Action without a Motive, - 
and all Motives ariſe from à Senſe of Pleaſure and 
Pain, the former being conſtituted the neceſſarx 
Object of our Deſire, the latter of our Averſion; it 
3 that the Obligation which rational ſenſible 6 
Beings lie under to act in conformity wich Truth 
and common Good, is ſtrictly proportion d to the 


| Quantity of private Happineſs of one or the other 


ſort, apprehended to follow ſuch Conformity: 
And if every Man's. Obligation to introduce and 


promote a common / Happineſs.be i in proportion 
to the degrees of Dependency of private on pub- 


lick Happineſs, Farms, x as this proportion varics, ſo 


will Mens Obligation too; and conſequently _ _ R 


W Union is i v'd, or the connection 
| E * 


43 farb, and tho? they have the moſt abſolure be- 


_ ror piopetly become the Objects f Choice; nor 


_ Ny wie Beſt acquired. They maintaim that 
there is an inherent Worth, aud unchangenble Ex- 


peninent 


1 conan s = 

2 11 publick kae broke, . 5 

Sie can polfibly Be obliged te purſue an parti- 
cular Ackion Bafely 2 the oben of 12 ; 


Cen tb publick Happineſs, 1. # when is own 
n way or scher intereſted in it. 

Actions therefore, obere gef is not Corieern'd, 
ble ro the Relations of ings 


- the? ever ſo agreca 
_ nieficial tendency de the publick Happineſs, ean- 


-Confideration| whatever influence the : 
> 1 ad carry her ker to che Putfait of chen. 
But they, he ground Moral Obligation onthe 
Relations of things, commom Good, &c. bring no 
Arguments in favour of their Scheinie, undes affere= 
mz de s Proof. Inſtead of fatidfying Mens Under- 
e ke and Jodgrens, they appeal to their Paſ- 
"Which We have now 


Cellency in acting agretaBly to theſe Relations 3 (but 
. forget to acquaint us 8 WAH their Worth confiſts, - 
auch from whence this Escelfeney ariſes :) That it 
is eternally and eſſentially fit for Men to p 
the Rules of Righreouſheſs, and to Ab ſtain from all 
Commerce win Sin and Wickedneg, antecedert- 
7 Confiderarichi of thesr being made hap- 
py or or miferable thereby: That every Being muſt 
_ perceive the Rtneſs of ſuch a Conduct, as meeſſa- 
rily as he does the Relation of Equality betwikt | 
twice to and four; and that it would be as i- 
It, eee other, 
I mall make no formal Reply to'this riow, be- 
cauſe it has been partly obyiated — 4 and hall 


be more filly by and by 3 | 
cnet ge an nr of he Orig our Pa 


ons. 
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v hoe ans put fu-d for its din fake ; Pain ſhon- 


Sur Noti6h above. 


is ehis enger! Pleaſure, fay they, is fealy de 
and aprecable ; Pain otherwiſe : Pleaſurs 


ned and #voided : Conſequently Pleaſure maſt be 


preferable ts Pair, and conſequetitly the commu- 


fication of Plea tenſors | preferable: to the commun 
cation of Pain. 

What means this Term mreferable ? Ohe dane 
2 fald to de preferable to anothe? 3 either, firſt, #8 
the one is & means of Happineſs, and the othet 
not; Gr; ſecondly, as it tends more to the enereaſe 
of preſent of future Happineſs that! the other; vr, 
thirdly; as it is more immediately adapted to the 
femobal of ſome preſent, of the prevention of 
ſome threaPning' Evil. If this be allow'd to be 
the Meaning (Which is the only Meaning it ean 


have) the next Queſtion will be, 75 whom is this 
communication of Pleaſure preferable to that of 


Pain? To him that coftiriunicates it, or to him 
to whom it is communicated ? If to the former; 
It must be ön ace bunt of one of the three Reaſons 
befbre- mention d, 1. e. becauſt it is connected with 
his Happineſs ; and confequetirly it coincides with 
If to the latter, as it ſhould 


mean ; then they 
ton dae Happine ca ee me in the 
pPrtomotion of it, or be a Motive proper for me 
to act upon, when my os h Gy dur f che 


neceſſary, and all Motives are founded in a Senſe 
or Proſpeet of Pleaſure and Pain; and conſequent- 

e Pleafure of no kind is apprehended to 
flow from any Action, the Mind, Mg oe 
of, 1s lone once 
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muſt ſhew How che ebnſidera. 


Queſtion.” But this ain ef by ſnewn, becauſe, 
0 prov'd above, to all Action ſbtme Motive is 
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1 SUMMARY of x 


reli which it appears, that neither Truth, 
= Good of the Whale, nor the Relations of | 
things have in themſelves, i. e. cunſider d | 
any binding Force ar all ; and conſequently can. 
not of 3 Lask Moral Obligation, or 
be any Law or Rule for us to walk bye: As- we 


are ſenſible Beings, Beings ſuſceptive of Pleaſure 


and Pain, nothing can be a Law to us, which 
tends not to produce the one, and prevent. the 
other; and: conſequently. nothing can conſtitute a 

Law of Nature to us, or carry with it a never- 
failing Obligation, but which expreſſes in-Propo- 
| fitions what Scheme of Events, or Series of Action 


| will, in the whole, produce the greateſt Sum of 


Natural Good to us. Conſequently, again, the 
Relations of things can lay the Mind under no 
Obligation further than a Conformity of Acts 
thereto is ſure to be attended with private: Happi- 
neſs of ſome ſort or other. 
No we. ſee it true in Fact, that, whilſt Vice 
often. flouriſhes, Virtue is depreſs'd : That the 
good Man often ſuffers merely upon the account 
of his being ſo : That the very Virtue which 
ſhould lead him to ſuch a degree of Happineſs as 
by che ordinary Providence of God it was intended 
to do, ſerves only to ruin him: That by this 
means the good - natur; d Heart, thinking, and 
therefore fearing no Ill, is laid open to the Frauds 
of every Deceiver, who will be ready to improve 
every opportunity of making his own Ends out of 
the other's Honeſty and Simplicity. This Expe- 
rience confirms; And how ſhould it be otherwiſe ? 
For, whilſt ſome cloſe with the Rules of Virtue, 
others deviate from them : From ſuch a collifion 
of Intereſts, and unfriendly mixture of Actions, it 
mult needs be, that a conſtant adherence to Virtue 
will _ times be La with —_ and 
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es perhaps with the loſs of Life itſelf Bur 


- P le means of producing them, can be any 


quently there can be no exciting Reaſon to Action 
or Forbearance, when pure Miſery, Miſery as 


ſuch, is eee not only as the probable, but 
conſequence of ſuch Action or Omiſ- 


the natural 
fion. Tis true the Mind may voluntarily chooſe 


to ſuffer Miſery, with a view to obtain ſome con- 


ſiderable degree of Happineſs, eſteem'd worth all 
the Pain in purchaſing, or to prevent ſome future 
prepollent Evils, which muſt otherwiſe have been 
unavoidably ſubmitted to. But that the human 
Mind, when neither of theſe is the Caſe, ſhould 
grow fond of Miſery without the leaſt mixture of 


the contrary Quality, is directly contrary to its 


Make, and that of all other ſenſible Beings, and 
cannot be aſſerted without denying Happineſs to 


be Happineſs, or a ſenſible Being to be what he 
really is. Hence we ſee how little agreeable this 
Scheme of independent Fitneſs is to our prime and 


fundamental Poſition, viz. That Moral Obligation 


muſt be founded on That, which, if attended to, will, 


in all Caſes, and in ſpight of all Obſtacles, render the 
Practice of Morality eligible. = ps 
Having brought Matters within ſuch a compaſs, 
that theſe Gentlemen muſt either give up the Point 
in diſpute, or affirm one of theſe Two things, 


viz, That there may be Action without a Motive; 


or, That pure Abſolute Miſery can, in many caſes, 
excite Deſire, and become the Object of Choice. 


" 


We might now fairly take leave of them; but, 


ſince this Notion has been ſo warmly eſpouſe 
ſome eminent Writers * we had 1 


5 805 theſe of Pleaſure and Pain, and the 


otives to Action or Forbearance ; and conſe- 
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the ſame Rules ol 


"af SUMM a7 ab is 


= Cane of being tedious, than omit any t | 
| which may be ae OE in its Favour.” 
II further urg d that the Relatians of ang 
"as ſuck, are an objettive Rule to the divine Will: 
: 115 God always is and myſt be gerermin'd by 
tem: And that the very ſame Reaſons which de- 
; mi the Peity to command. muſt abi vn to 


e. This Notion of the Relations of things 
: being an objective Rule to the divine Will has 
been confuted abgye, and a better one ſubſtituted = 

in its room: But, were it true that they were ſuch 

A Rule tothe 1 does it therefore fallow, that 

5 are common to us with 
him ? This would be either to raiſe human Nature 
to the ſame Eminence with the Divine, or to bring 
don the Divine Nature to a Level with aurs. 
But the Truth is, Gad being abſolutely Perfect, 

his Creatures, however numerous they be, can 

neither augment nor leſſen bis Happineſs ; ab 
- therefore what may be à Rule of Action to big, 

| gl be pa Men, who 1 not Uke him their 

5 5 om within. An t were poſſible 
e divine hag, yaoi to depend on Externa 280 

1 5 as he is the Author of Nature, 10 Li ary 
+ E lofinite Knowledge and Power, he 
form the Plan of the World, and adjuſt q the ſeve- 

ral Parts, 8s #9. make them all canſpire jp the 
completion of his Happineſs. But with x 

to Mankind che Caſe is otherwiſe : Tho they 
know that an univerſal Obſeryance of the Duties 

Proper to rational Beings would produce uniyerl 

85 1 yet what connection is there betwixt 
Knowledge, and the Practice of them ? 
Nen are always free 3 and whillt ſome purſue the 
Wen Virtue, ener dere fr them : And 


from 


n n 


— bd _ oy e "— * 8 "OR I. SC, rer el e WW, 


1 —— the ff Se - of Afi is the Des . 
8 : 6 - 20 


PP 
m hence what Confuſion and Diſorder haye 


been introduced into the World ? Sufficient to de- 

prive Virtue of that Reward, and thoſe good Con- 
een which are the anly Reaſon why Men 
deo, or indeed ought to purſue it. Theſe Gentle 
- men therefore, who. pretend that the ſame Ręaſans 
. which determine the Deity to command, alſo ab- 
lige us to obey, would do well to let us know why 
-we are obliged to act in concert with him: Far, 


as the Matter ſtands above, the Caſe herwixt us h 


and the Deity will not admit of any Parallel. 
u allow'd by all who. acknowledge a Deity, 
-and a future State of Rewards and Pyniſhments, 
that the chief of Man's Religion conſiſts in the 


Imitation of him; which, according to us, de- 


notes a defign'd concurrence of Acts with the Pur- 


ſes of Creation; or it is a voluntary co pe- 


rating with the Deity in carrying on the great 
Ends of his Government, in order to our being 
made happy by him: It hath not therefore, * as 


ſame would have ir, Reſpe& to the general Prin- 


eiple of Action in God. For, as we befare ob- 

ſerv d, they who make the fame Principle of Action 
_ - cammon to us with him, ſeem to put him upon a 
leyel with us. But that Beings, whoſe Happineſs 


is chiefly from without, ſhould act upon the ſame 


Principle with a Being whoſe Happineſs is whole- 


Iy center'd in himlelf, feems abſolutely impoſ- | 


-fible : For, as the one exiſts independent 


cannot act in diminution of his own laps ; = 


and the other, as ſenſible Wan Beings, can- 


not but act in purſuit of it; and therefore cannot 


dat act (if they would act rationally) in Hur 
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85 5 - rhey dependfor it. See Axiom 5. pag. 39. Beides, 


* 


it is hard to conceive how any Perſon ean be the 
Object of God's ſpecial Love, and conſequently 
entitled to his Favours, who does not propoſe the 
divine Acceptance, and conſequently his own Hap- 
Pineſs, as the ſole End of his acting. See Axiom 7. 
Pag. 40. And this is alſo an An wer to the ſame 
Author, who asks, bat Title the Selſiſb Genera- 


tion can bave to be called the Imitalors of God; they 


who frankly declare that they have no Affection but 


« for themſelves; no Concern for the Intereſt of other 


«Men, farther than their own is interwoven with it. 


"ſo that in their moſt benefitent Actions Self: Love only 
- verifys the Old Proverb, That the fartheſt way 


about is the neareſt way Home? 7 Nature and 


- Prattice, in ibis Set of Pbiloſophers, be not better 


than Principle, they toll be bardly put to it 10 make 


out their Relation 10 God from Likeneſs. | While God, 

in creating and governing the World, hath no Hap- 5 
Pine in view but that only ef other Beings, chiefly 
of theſe that are intelbeonty z-- they, for their parts, 


ibo capable of propoſing with their own the Happi: 
| neſs of their Fellow-Creatures, and of concurring to 


it, would never be at the Expence of a Wiſh for the 
. Happineſs of others, were it no! 05-4 means WY god 
Private Good, &e. * - 
Whilſt I am upon this Head 10 cannot omit in- 
ſerting an Obſervation from an ingetious Author. 
If we follow Virtue, ſays he, for its own fake, 


ts native Beauty, and intrinſick Goodneſs, we 


joſe the true Idea of it, we miſtake the Means 
«, for the * 45 — 11 we may e . 


8 $2 0m the ot ing Kc. 7 97» 98. . 
<« ourſelves 


40 8 ry arm — 
nothing to entitie ourſelves to it z if we 
"tas good Effects of every Virtue in ne 17 
we have our Reward ; if we do not, hat 
Claim have we to any Rewards from God, v 
ee have never thought of in it, and 
_ *: quently-whoſe Servants we cannot be ſhid- to 
* be The only Principle, which can in Reaſon 
8 recommend us to his Favour, muſt be the do- 
ing all things 10 bis Glory, in Obedience to his 
Wil. or in order ern bee ee But to 
return 3 | 
They who. aſſert that Men are oblig by the 
e chr and that there Þ an in- 
herent and unchangeable Excellency in mu- 
nicating Happineſs to others, ſeem to take for 
granted, either that Men are naturally d of 
benevolen —— — 8 muſt call 
; oper to ratify*d with; or that 
—_ hes hg an laſtinct or Moral Senſe, which con- 
3 7 operates and determines them; which are 
Matters of Fact that want to be proved, with- 
- out which their whole Scheme falls to xy tk 
Were Men diveſted of all publick and focial Af- 
fections, and took go "Phrabire in that Happineſs | 
they communicated to others, What is there in 
Nature that could poſlibly excite them to — | 
- parate private from publick Happineſs, 
take away all Motives to purſue the latter, 
have an obſerved. If this needed Ill 4 : 
it might be explain'd in the following ner. 
2 Suppoſe a Hen of an e after euer 


2 z Se te Adin wo. Ns an ce King? 8 
3 55 


© 


Wk 
00 * inkerent p 
munipate Happineſs rather than Miſery, or 
ether of them Þ For, if he topk no Pleaſuxe in 
the Happineſs he communicated, na canſideration 
of ſuſ a Conduct could diſpoſe 
to it Tis not the intrinſick Worth and Excel- 
leney, or the natural and eſſential Beauty of m- 


_ as they pleaſe: And vic 
- theſe Beings in his Favaur, and co he 


| neceffarily approve of whatever is — . — 
of its Happineſg. And hence it is, that Men ag- 


be r TA 

IW eb of deer ese to ee 
m as happy as it was poſſible fon Beings af ſuch 
Jake to be; ä 
ineſs or Miſery, What is it, I- mould 
to} chat would determine him, mov- 


rinciple of Goadneſs, ta com- 
indeed 


him in the leaſt 


municating Happineſs, that would do itz for theſe, 
with regard co fuch e this, are mere empty 


** Thy Miſtakes which have ariſen upon this Sub- 
may, I think, be accounted for thus. Singe 
appineſs is the Perfection of Man's Being, it is, 


| and ought to be, the ultimate end of all his 
-Agions : This 


© others, who, being 


inefs, he ſees, depends an 
like himſelf endow'd with a 
e or may not, promate it 
ty he is obliged to 
fuch Actions as in their Nature tend to engage 


muſt approve of ſuch Actions : For the will 


quire ſuch Habits, and Principles of Action as are 


5 ſuitable to their dependent State; and the human 
- - -Mind is ſo framed, as got only t grow fond of 
thoſe Actiens which the has been long 


accuſtamꝰd 
its hut alſe to be plea'd with, and approve © of 


the ſame in others. 


Ang, as Mankind from the leaſt to the greateſt 
are ſenſible of their natural Cependency on cach 
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it, muſt acknowledge 


| 5 which = pM ariſes our the Practice of 
that this Pleaſure not only 
exceeds-all- others in degree of Intenſeneſs, but 
alſo is a ſufficient Counter-ballance-ro all the pri- 
vate Diſadvantages flowing from a virtuous courſe. 
= Liſe: This they muſt do, or elſe they muſt 
ve up the Point. For, tho we grant (Which is 
e in Fact) this virtuous Principle to be ſupe- 
rior in degree to all other Deſires and Principles, 
yet if the Conſequences, which attend the grati- 
of it, be deſtructive of 3 perſonal 

: in other reſpects 3 if a cloſe attachment to | 
| Juſtice, Veracity, or any other moral Species, in- 
| ſtead of 3 us to the Favour of all 
around us, is em as an Engine to work our 
Ruin: When, I ſay, the Cauſe of Virtue thus 
ſuffers, it naturally produces a ſourneſs of Tem- 
pet, a diſcontent of Mind; and in room of the 


D 


good-natur'd Principle, which by this means loſes 5 


| us Strength, the oppoſite will ſucceed. | 
From whence we may ſee how much Views is 
indebred; to thoſe who would take it from its pro- 
per Baſis, and rob it of its main Support, the 
5 Belief of another World. For the only Remedy 
proper to ſupport the ſinking Intereſts of Virtue, 
and to preſerve her Votaries from falling into a 
State of Deſpondency, is the Belief of a ſuperior | 
Inviſible Cauſe, who, as Guardian of his Crea- 
tures Happineſs, will be ſure to maintain the great 
Intereſts of Morality, by dealing with every Man 
in another World, 3 as he has behay'd in 


this. It is this Conſideration alone which can keep | 


up a Man's Spirits, when his Virtue is become an 
Enemy to his preſent Happineſs ; and therefore 


| this alone ſeems to be the — and 2 . 2 45 


* al Moral Obligation. 9 
| Let 


we ſee, is the 
dtrder to his being happy 


Let 8 dbeohankbs theſe nn olf 
better, who reſolve Moral Obligation into Reaſon, 
as its proper Ground and Principle. Happineſs, 
grand Deſign of Man, as being by 
his Nature carry*d to the Purſuit of it: And in 
he finds within himſelf a 
Power or Faculty (cal'd Reaſon) by the Uſe: f 
Which he is ld in ſome meaſure to attain 
this End, i. e. he is qualify'd to diſcover what 
| Particular ways of acting are promotive of his 
HFappineſs, and in what degree they are ſo. Every 
Action, which tends to the Agent's Happineſa, 
DD reaſonable 'one, and is therefore reaſonable, 
becauſe it has ſuch a tendency. And one Action 
is more reaſonable than another, either as it is a 
means to procure a greater Sum of Happineſs, or 
a more likely one to procure the ſame Sum. And 
conſequently, upon ſuppoſition that there is no 
State of Exiſtence after this, that Conduct would 
be term' d the moſt reaſonable, which procures a 
Man the greateſt Sum of Pleaſure in this Life. 
The Sum is this. When the immediate con- 
' ſequence of Virtue is Happineſs to the Practiſer, 
ſo far forth, and in ſuch Circumſtances, ſhe carries 
Obligation in herſelf, and needs not any extrane- - 
ous Help to bind her Votaries. But, when this is 
not the Conſequence, it is neceſſary that the Deity 
ſhould take off (if he would have her Rules uni- 
verſally practiſed) the rigidneſs of ſuch a Com- 
pliance, and complete the Obligation by the ap- 
pointment of poſitive Rewards and Puniſhments. 
Since therefore it is acknowledg'd on all hands, 
that Virtue is of univerſal Extent and Obligation, 
and fince nothing can infer univerſal Obligation 
but what is productive of univerſal Happineſs, it 
follows, that nothing can oblige Men in all Caſes 
to the Practice of Virtue but God 3 becauſe He, 
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| "As Virtue ie 
of ſuch Actions as tend t the Perfection and Hap- 
piheſs of this Syſtem, fo Mats Obligations, we 
| fee, to this Purſuit, arjſe from the Will and Au- 
ee . dr i. e. Men ore each others 
e- becauſe it is the Ce 
2 being mov d by infifiite Godneſs td 
3 the Univek be and tp Reck it 
with 4 ings capa enjo - 
_ theinfelves; he wills that all his Creatures, in — | 
feveral Statrons, concur with bim in e ee on 


this End. 


uud fram'd after the ſame munner, thefe 


Since then it/is the Will of God that'T bro⸗ — 
mote the Happineſs, and alleviate" the Miſeries 
of other Beings, as much as poſſible ; the next 
Queſtioh will be, How ſhall I knew what things 
| Nature has mache the occaſibns of Happineſs and - 
Miſery to them? The Anſwer is, We find by Ex: 

6 39a by the Effect h Bodies 
have upon us, that ſuch is the Make of à human 
Mind, and ſuch the Natufe of external things, 
that the Preſenee and Operation of theſe wilt fre 
eeſſarily produce Pleaſure and Pain in the other: 
And fince Mankind are all caſt into the fame Mold, 


which are matters of Pleaſure and Pain to one: 


will be matters of Pleaſure and Pain tb ethers. 


L Therefote hat is fic for and agredable to me as a TD 


ſenſible Being, is fit for and a 


EY le to any other 
min the ſame Circumſtances : nd what is unifit fof 
and di 


ſagreeable ro me as a ſenſible Bring, will be 
1 2 en * knowing E 


f 1 myſelf, 1 know whine is. 
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with myſelf; and conſequently am as well quali- 


fy*d-to diſterer what will be Vhas will ot, 
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re n e wo. los. 
ſtand a State antecedent to the 
Es Conſtitution of Civil Govern- 
ment, 8 or Body of Men, 
r ee aber 


nr «a 
do, to poſicſs, or ue that thing we are ſaid th have 
a Right in, - to our own Will: provided 


nt be 8 3 
eee 8 


one l. From our Definition of Right, * 
appeais that here canoes be comrary Right. | x 


1 I. The Meaſure of Meti's Ao its 


a State of Nature, as alſo the Authority whick. 
was univerſally d to, for the accommodat- 
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- Pimps . SL Mankind have 4 Right in their Paw- 
2 as d'and Body 3 and conſequently. a Right, to. 
3 88 then for the aan that End which their Re. 
dia diſcqvers them io be made for, and their Conſtitutionn 
pn! 


to them. If they had not, the Scheme of 
Creation would come ſhort of its original Deſign : 
For, '# God fram'd his Creatures with proper Ca- 
pacitief for Happineſs, he intended they ſhould: 
ve all that ſhare 2 it which Creatures placed in 
their Jrcumſtances could acquire j and, if fojhe 
bertaiaſy gave them Liberty to uſe thoſe Poyers he 
them with for the attaining this 
from hence it is that we derive our : 
and Property in Creatures, viz. from their a E 
| fulneſs to preſerve, and continue us in a comfon- 
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1 
of en A; 'B, and E have common, 
| conſequently an equal Right to the Oje K; 

ehe ee by e 


are. thoſe NE IE muſt _ 
© among them the claſhing of their re- 
ve Claims, it is neceffary to reduer their 
Jumber, by firing the whole Property in ſome 
one uf them And this mult be , 
nexing ſomethiing of his on bo it, i.e by Labdur. 
For ſince the whole ſubſiſts but hy the united La- 
bour and Induſtry. of its ſeveral Parts, whatever 
d Labour, or takes away the Motives td it, 
robs t whole of the means of its Support; which - 


333 


woiuſe be done by BorC And, if io; NS 


. 


is inconfiltent with the Will of the Deity: But he 


Motive to Labour is the preſumption of a 
to uſe ſuch things as are-acquir'd by it; conſe. 
zently (ſince all Right is founded in p 
) Labour gives a right to - the Efe 

it, i. e. Labour is the means of Appropriation: | 
As ne Labour” 

panies the firſt - Poſſeſſion of a 

2 ane Poſkſſor has e get 
Rig t to it than any other. 


„ by the: Uſe: and Ex 
Property, as diſtinguifh'd ir into two forts, Na- 

= hve? Acquired, ſeems to admit of degrees, * 
of the Proprietor. What we bave and + 
tura] Right'in, ſeems to be more immediately our” 


n it is more a _ of, PR of 


- G 98 
— 
— — 
: 
* 


Rights admit of a DiviGon: u 2 . 
Acquired. The former all Men, as ſuch, we bam 


own, than what is acquired; and for cle Rn” 


LOO IERKEE> 5 


more effential to our Being: And GG e 
E of natural ON eg Wedau than | 
Ny acquired. 3 Lond 


Gr. III. 1420 40 oh 
on Societies were, in reſpe? of Dominion, - naturally 
"free" and #qual; For, ſince A ſtands in the fame 
Relation to B, that B does to A, the Conſequenee 
V, that A has no more Right of Dominion over 
B, chan B has reciprocally over A it being ſelf 
evident that Beings,” coming alike out of the ſame 
hand, muſt ſtand alike entitled to the ſame Privi- 
2 leges, and conſequently no one can have a Right 
to exerciſe any Power over another, which that 
A has not as cee 25 to | exerciſe « over 


rot. 'On this Sans of e — 
0 85 in Which all Men naturally are before 
che Riſe of Government, reſt the two great Pil- 
lars of Religion, mutual Benevolence and 

For, ſince A is the ſame to B that B is to A, ard 
B to Cas C is to B, and fo on; it follows, that A 
ein be under no greater Ties to aſſiſt B, than Bis 

to aſſiſt A; conſequently B has as much Reaſon 
gar Acts of Faru tcl as A has from 
B; confequently, as A does to B, ſo muſt he ex- 
pet to be done by: And therefore, as Men ten- 
their own Happineſs, it is neceſſary for them 

to manifeſt ſuch a Behaviour towards Ae as 
they would deſire others to ſhew ha rhe ur in 
like Circumſtances. 5 5 ö 


Por. IV. boſe Propoſitions wwhith expreſs . 
particular Actions will introduce t — Moment 


| Ls If Ha ppineſs into human Life, are the true Laws of 
1 Nature. This Is ſo evident, that it ſcarce 


EE 


e ſo. others as, natur 


| Natoras 8 _ 


For, as ſome tend 
2 „ 
his Miſcry ; and as every Law neceſſarily infers 


Obligation, and Obligation Happineſs, ſo A 


ean be a Law to Man's Nature, which tends not 


directly, or conſequentially, to his Happineſs; and 


conſequently the : Object of human 7 uſt be 
human 


and therefore thoſe Propoli- 


dat which declare what particular Actions will 


the 


ity of it, are to be 


* COROE. Since an — 1 of 
Adlions, or the Moment of Good produced by 
them, is directly as the Quantity of Good in the 
Action, and the Number of Enjoyers, therefore, 


in laying down a Rule of Action, Care muſt be 
taken, that 


the number of Perſons, who may be 
benefited or incommoded by. it, be brought into 
the. Account: For the Pleaſures of a few Indi- 


viduals ought not to be conſulted at the 


of the Happineſs of large Societies; and in all 


Diviſions the Hap pineſs of the Greater Nambec 


n place of that of the Leſſer. 


„ Las 


as are abſolutely neceſſary to the good of 


Whole; upon account of their oppoſition. to pri- 
vate Happineſs,. is a breaking in upon the Laws 


of — Happineſs, ee Panty 
to the laſt Propoſition. wy 9 


_ OP. V. Reaſon i is. always uniform and _ ; 


ant ith berſelf ; or, hat may be done by A. in any 


Liven Circumſtance, may be > by. any other in ibe 


Jann Circumſtance. If A in a State of Nature has 
Ar F 2 e no 


lock d upon as the proper Laws of human W 
| and ſubmirted to as ſuch N | 
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Kt to-do "what B, Corelle digs he ae 8 
ame right to do, then whatever is reaſonable 
mult the fame” in FAO or any "others ; 
9 ü like Situation. 3 1 > | 
Aud if this intverfally holds with 560 
Men in their natural Capacity, ſo — in any 
_ other in Life, provided their Condition and Set- 
tlement in it be alike ; becauſe; when Men's Cir- 
 curnftances and Situation are the fame, they are 
Mull as it were, F 3 
12 Nature. Me 
es N 


coRO. Henee i it des ee, by being 
thus invariably the ſame, can never enjoin two 
contradictory things; and conſequently tis abſurd 
to — 5 — chat we are obliged to act thus in ſome 
iven Caſes, and not ſo in others, when the Rea- 
pos is che fame in both. This one Conſideration, 
if attended to, will teach a Man how to act in a 
Particular Caſe; and conſequently- how to dii- 
charge his Duty Station If placed to the _ a 
yidence of God, "be nds bine p. 5 
COROT. 2. Hence we 3 
Truth, viz. That the Law of Nature requires 
that we do to others as we defire that others ſhould 
do to us in 1 Caſes. This is the Sum and 
Subſtance of our Duty, as we are rational depend- 
1 
un e Laws of Reaſon and Equity, 
[0 all that God and Man can —5 of 
conſequently cannot fail of rend rendering 
himſelf the ſuitable Object of God's Favour and 
Approbation, in conſequence of which he ſtands 
entitled to all that ſhare of Happineſe, which was 
"originally nend EN Ow: ht ona SEMIS: 


*\ . 
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we may judge of the reaſonableneſs or unreaſona- 
bleneſs: of our Acts as they ſtand related to the 
| R — others, viz, the ſubſtitut- 


ing ourſelves in their room, and conſidering how 
we ſhould be pleaſed or diſpleaſed, were the ſame 


Acts done to us by others, as are by us done to 


them : And therefore, would Men be but at the 
pains of asking themſelves this Queſtion, How 
0 E ould I like or diſlike, if others ſhould in the 


fame Circumſtances do that to me? they 


would plainly diſcover the Rule of their Duty, 
and what — God required of them. 


We may here obſerve, that tho? the State of 
Nature be a State of Equality, yet ic hath its 
Bounds. Men living in that State are not at li- 


berty to follow the irregular Sallies of an unbridled 


Will, or to cloſe with every Temptation that ſo- 


licits their Choice: No, it is only a Freedom from 
the Compulſion and Reſtraint of others. And 
this was the Reaſon of our adding in the Definition 
of Right, provided it (viz. Wil) be never contrary 
4, but always directed by the Law of Nature. 

Before we proceed any further, it may not be 


ami to enquire what limitations we are under 


from the Law of Nature, in reſpect of ſuch AQs 
as concern ourſelves and others. 
By the Law of Nature we mean, 25 above, 2 


certain Rule directing the Actions of all rational 


in proſecution of each other's Ha 


ribs: it wills the Happineſs of the whole human 
Species : Conſequently, ſince all 5 as ſuch, 


ariſes from, and preſuppoſes a religious Motive 
and Excitement, i. e. a Deſire of pleaſing God, 
natural Religion muſt mean, a. Diſps/ition in 15 10 
2 bim, by fromoting as - ax as may be the Hap- 
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up of the Happineſs: of all the ſeveral Individuals 


1 A'S UMMARY: £2 8 
pineſs of all within our Power, The Queſtion then 
18, What means publick Happinck or, I 

Wpbat 8 is, wid from 1 it ariſes, 
has been ſhewn above. Now publick Happineſs, 
or the Happineſs of any Society of Men, is made 


in that Society. The Good of the Whole being | 
nothing but the Sum total of the ſeveral de ö 
of private Good, which every Individual, or Part 
of the Whole enjoys. And ſince all human Be- 
ings include in their Idea finiteneſs and dependency, 
_ conſequently an- inability to acquire 344 
ſuch a degree of Happineſs as will render Li | 
Comfort to them, it is evident, that this Happi- 
neſs muſt be the produce of the joint Endeavours 
of the ſeveral Parts FARE to it. F rom 
5 i gl it follows; — 

I. That it is che Will of the Deity, that all 
| lar Beings promote the common n Good Pre- 5 
Fab to any other Conſideration. | 
2. That they abſtain from ſuch Acts as  direBtly 
or indirectiy break in upon the Rights of 9 

i. e. their means of Happineſs. 

3. That as the Happineſs of the Whole i is but 
the Happineſs of the ſeveral Individuals collective- 
I. therefore it is the Duty of every Man to make 

himſelf happy in proportion to his Abilities. 

4. Since the removal or prevention of any de- 
of Miſery is of equal value with the intro- 
Gudtion of the ſame degree of Happineſs, there- 
fore, to guard others againſt the Evils they are 
liable to, is as much a Man's Duty, e | 
diately promoting their Happineſs, 
58. Since all Beings were made bor Hap! pineſs, 
oy one can have A Os, to difturb eb another 

<1 ap- 


1 8. or de ie bim of che means of it, 
ty les to 8 his Life. 
6. Since Mankind by a mutual connection r 
Parts conſtitutes one Body or Whole, and conſe- 
quently. every. Individual comes under; an Obliga- 


tion to be ſubſervient to the Good of that Whole, 


ſo no one can willingly withdraw himſelf from it, 


without acting in violation of that natural Right 


and Intereſt Which others have in him, and which 
it was the Will of God that they ſhould have. 


a PROE b. VI. The Law of Nature gives every 
4 Right to puniſh thoſe who tranſgreſi it. Mens 


Rule of Action in a State of Nature directed them 


to the Promotion of a common Happineſs ; con- 
ſequently whoever violates this Rule, breaks in 

upon the publick Law, and contributes his Quota 
towards the introduction of univerſal Miſery. But 
this interferes with the Will of the Deity : There- 
fore his Will is, that all ſuch Obſtacles and Im- 


diments be removed out of the way to other 


18 An i. e. he gives Men a Right to 

uni an one, and treat him as a common 
* to their common Peace; it making for 
the Good of the Whole (becauſe likely to deter 
the Offender and all ſuch from the like evil Pra- 


ctices for the future) That he, who is a Contri- 


butor to, be a Sharer in the Miſeries of others. 
0 OR 0 8 Hence, thoꝰ it be the natural Pri- 


vilege of Mankind to acknowledge no one comm. 


mon Superior, ye yet, the State of Nature having a 
Law which direQts Mens Actions in reſpect of each 
other, it ſubjects ſuch as violate it to a degree of 
_ Puniſhment proportioned to the nature and extent 


af ſuch a Violation: But this Right of Puniſh- 


ment is not in the leaſt inconſiſtent with Mens 
* natural 


e Ru3365 on. 74, 
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1 bim to account. 0 


| {owe d. See Axiom g. pag 


re not in value oo: | 
A bis Neighbour,” A from hence derives à Right 
| to B's Labour; or 


jy ED e 1 is * founded in any 
original Right in B. or C, or any other, i 


this or chat degree ane 6K Finne in 


1 A's deviating 7 that Principle 'which: was to be 
the Standard of Mens Actions out of Society; and 


which gives a common O's to all the —_ of 


I 
Paor. VII. What 18 How 8 


bis Conſent, i. e. by Force, or Fraud, be hat a Rigbt 
o recover hy the beſt means be can, Since whatever 
A does, B. C, and D have the ſame Reaſon for 
_ doing, in like Circumſtances if the one be per- 
mitted to enjoy quietly what he has 
| 1 ſo may the other. But the univerſal al- 
lowance of ſuch Practices would be 


frau- 


productiyr of 

univerſal Miſery ; e 7 they ought to be 
4. SECT. 111. Con- 

ently, . pinks no Right to take or detain 


; aching A muſt have a Right to' Tecover It 


the beſt means in his Power. 

And if A retains a Right to what Gwen om 
* by Fraud or Force, he muſt, when paſſing 
thro* a variety of Hands, the thing is loſt, or 
cannot be repoſſeſs d, have a Right to ſome other 
thing of equal Value. And ſince every thing is 


of a ee Value to the e to have the 
Value of a thing is the ſame às to have the thing 
itſelf ; conſequently, if he cannot recover oat la- 
tet, he has a Right to che e 


CORO. When B's (che ad Eft 
what he has taken from 


to ſpeak more properly, to 
the Effects of it, t ill ad ae * 


— 


Ne 


* 


* 


perty gives him a Right both to puniſſi 
1 and alſo to an Equivalent for the Expences 


— Ster. 1v. And, if ſo, it muſt be his 
Will, that all ſuch rainted — which natu- 


155 to diſorder e be cut off. S Corollary 


7 he ſuch as would take away our Lives, but thoſe. 


- are in a capacity of taſting all the Sweets of Þie, 
the other not: Freedom from the Reſtrain * 
_ others is the only Security of a Man's Perſon; 


- When a Man is ſubjected to thearbitrary Wilt and 
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00 ROL. 2 The Invaſion of anotherꝰs Pro- 
| the In- 
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" Pao. vil. of defrgntd Attempt upon the Life 
Te another gives him upon whom the * 


_ - $ack it made à Rigbt to deſtroy bis A ES 
y . 


the Good of the Whole ſhould be 


ented, and in all caſes prefer d to matrers of pri- 
vate Concern, is enjoin'd by the Deity. See Co- 


rally ſpread their Infection, and conſequently tend 


And this Right not only e the deſtroy- 


who attack our Liberties : For Men in a State of 
Freedom, and Men in a State of Slavery, ure, as 
it were, two different ſorts of Creatures; the one 


and therefore, when that is once taken away, i. e. 


Power of another, he cannot but expect to be 
hardly dealt with; his Life muſt be ent 


f on the other's Pleaſure both as to its 9 
and e in Condition. | 


Por- IX. The End of all Puniſhment, vlber 
May ant e is the common Ha 4 Se 


curii eee re e Puniſhments'we ob. 
fee, Hs is ite 2 Tt 
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76 ” SU MMARY af 
; Wa Goa! cannot puniſh without ſome 


far his doing ſo; but the exciti Reaſon to P. 5 
nilbment cannot be contraty N = 


one to Creation; Ae lewd unyalt at 
time what he will'd a 
would be contrary 
8 And i his Eo 
to d.in 

ing cannot but tally with his End i EA - "oY 
is certain. he cannot puniſh but for better Se: 
curity and Flappineſs of his Creatures. e 

. By. ſuppoſing him to puniſh for Puniſhment! 
| we contradict all or moſt of the Truths der 

monſtrated above concerning Him. We caſt wo 

ſhade upon his moral Character, and * 
him as peeviſh, ill. natür'd, and rev we 
make him to rake pleaſure in the MES: be” 4 
ceſſarily communicates to others; I ſay — 4 ; 
far N. becauſe it furthers not, but c oppoles his pri. 
mary End, and conſequently 9 him at odds 
: ag himſelf; all which are monſtrous Abſurdi- 


*% reſpect of 5 As when, Ry: 
in what 2 inflicted, we obſerve, 


8 
+ 


x hat, as all Right flows from N of Nature | 


nnn ſo the Right of 
Puniſhment cannot riſe; higher, nor e, fur⸗ 


ther, but muſt be limited by that Law ; But the 


nal Law of e that all. if poſſible 
be preſerv'd. made happy; — rp when the 
Good and og of ſome can be provided for, 
without the Miſery of others, i. e. without Puniſh- 
ment, it is required that ſuch Puniſh, be poſt-, | 
piped, or or emitted. 
5 tho Nature, or its Author, might 0 dittate 
a yes. Ace the limitedr l We, Under-_ 
CE. * 


£2 


1 


£ e n additional Motive to the 
Offender to tread the: ſame Steps over again, (as 
alſo an Entouragement to others to be vicious, 
ſeein e e eee he the 
like Indulgence) neceſfary therefore it is that ſome 


be made che marks 6f publick-V 3 be- 
cauſe, when Eenity and weneſs become more 
detrimental in their conſequences. to the Whole 
than and Rigidneſs, Lenity then com- 
_— Cruelty, and ought not to be exerciſed 5 | 

pineſs of Millions being more to be re- 14 
. that of ſome few Individuals. 15 
SR. may obferve, by way- of Inference 3 4 4 
this Projetition, that, the inflition of Puniſhment $1 
for no other end than merely to fatisfy a Principle _ 
of Revenge, or Heat of Paſſion, f nnn, 


Prop. X. 1 y give B bis Propiry e fink 
Terms as they ſhall? agreee on betwixt themſelves. - 


What A has the Right in, he may diſpoſe of for 

what Ute he pleaſes: Conſequently, if he gives it 

B, either by way of Exchange, or in conſideration 

of Favours receiv'd or expected, or as a Preſent, 

he does nothing but what he has a Right to da; 

and it is evident, that where there is no violation 

of Right there i is no Injuſtice. Beſides, if Men 
were not at liberty to uſe and diſpoſe of what wa 
e great motive to ; 
Labour would be becauſe moſt Men | 
labour not to ſupply oe own Wants, but-chiefly 

to gratify their Inclinations, and ſatiafy the Claims 

of Relations, Friends, and Acquaintance'z- and 


no ſmall parr of their Happ inefs, as things now 
my ariſes from theſe good Offices to others. nb 
or. 


der coe Ws 4 t, in eee. Aw ropertyy” . 
zjnterfere with any one's Right; for he comes inks: | 
' Poffeflion by the conſent of the right Owner. 
Therefore < alienation is right, or The — — 
_ Tightly-transfer'd/ to him; and if che thing be 


. „ e eb ands 10 "Sd wk 8 SO FB B73 "#1 
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| - COROL. Toke: a eee ing, 
f 1 have the Right ot diſpoſing of it, are one 
and the fame thing; and conſequently in. whom 
the Right of Diſpoſal lodges not, ne bim 
lodges the Property of that ching. ne 


- COROL: 2. Flower: hebe es ee 
0 his, but another's, uſes and diſpoſes 
of what he has no Right to diſpoſe of; and there- 
fore he is guilty of Injuſtice, and conſequently acts 
counter to the Will of the Deity, becauſe all In- 
Juftice 1s connected with Miſery, and 5 


1 it. 
: is alſo founded the Right | 
A*s i ee to B his Title 
in e . in lieu of an Equi - 

valent from B. The neceſſity of ſuch an Inter- 
courſe appears further from hence, That Mens 
Neceſſities -1 comer e eee for e it ; for 
every thing we make uſe o? a variety 
of Hands: Hence the — different Men 
being brought up in different Trades and Employ- 
ments, in order to their mutually contributing to 
each others Neceſſities and Conveniencies. If A 
barters ſuch things away with B as are leſs conve- 
nient for him, tho* more ſo: to B, for ſuch as 
are more convenient for him, tho* leſs ſo to B, 

it is evident that much Advantage ariſes from 
N52 an Exchange to the Publick: In wie 

Wit 


Shea, & 


rightly-transfer*d, he becomes by the Terms the 5 


 Toahe-validiry dt all Costrach and 


= UE 
of Wills; it being —— 


two things 
and an equali 

both o be aoq ted with — 2s ls 
Goodneſs ;of aps as neon Exchange; other- 
wiſe they. both act con to Propoſition 5; An 
Equality of Wills, that both he who transfers his 
Title, and the other who accepts it, do it volun- 
. 
Pt . 


cORO ae WECDY expoſes any thing 
to ſell, and conceals from the Buyer's 


the Faults it has, and who requires more for it 
than he knows it to be really worth; whoever, 1 


ſay, does this, is guilty of Injuſtice, and does u 
fol, 


. XI. wy y, or lk _s Wat by, 8 


Afton, things 10 be what they really are, is agree 
able to the Will of the Deity, and conſequently our 
Duty. Man's Happineſs, preſent or future, flows 
from San In order to which it is 


neceſſary that he have a previous knowledge of 


the Nature and Extent of things «round him, and 
that he diſtinguiſh betwixt the Real, and Appre- 
hended means of Happineſs : But his 
is not commenſurate with every — 
is concerned; hence the Neceſſity of the aſſiſtance 


of others to this End: And conſequently,” as we 


founded the Right of Traffick on its ſubſervi 


to the- Happineſs and Conveniency of — 


n HY Reaſon and N * we eſta- 


A | bliſh 
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others as he-would: not defire to be done. 2 IO” 
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R Sc. But ſince every Falure 

„i. e, every Miſinformation, is ſure to be 
atended with great and numberleſs Inconveni- 
-<nces, as it neceſſarily betrays Mien into Exrors 
and ies ; from hence therefore ariſes the 
neceſlity of owning.and expreſſing, by Werd and 
Act or any other Sign, natural or inſtituted, 
1 | 
FFT 
The Order and —— prevalent in the 

| whole of Things 3. the geometrical Arangem 

of the World on and —— us ; the Conſpi- 
ration of the ſeveral Phænomena of Nature to 
one common End; in ſhort, the ſame unifarm 
Method inviolably obſerv d by the ſeveral Species 
and Orders of Beings moving and acting in juſt 
mity with the.ceſpeGare, Laws. of their Na- 
ture, gives us plainly to underſtand. the Deſign-of 
ſach/an Adjuſtment. of Things, vix. that it is to 
teach Mankind, and other rational Creatures, 
what will be the neceſſary Effect of any Series of 

Dn in Life; — — —— 
robability or probe 1 vents in any | 
given Situation. And in virtue of theſe Laws, 
always acting after the ſame invariable manner, 
we are enabled to ſupply the Defects of Nature 
by the aſſiſtance of Art. God, as a tender Pa- 
rent concern d for the Happineſs and Welfare of 
his Creatures, tells Mankind that he excludes all 
Confulien and. Diſorder (the natural and unavoid- 
able of Things ſubſervient to no 
Laws, but left to move and act at random) out 
of the Creation, as being inconſiſtent with their 
Happineſs ; for not to do this, would be to 
fruſtrate all our Schemes of Action, ſo far as they 
were N on Externals 3 to render all our 
** 1 6 


e chicks. 


3 r envighs Order of Nature, by 


_ declaring things to be otherwiſe than they 
5 are, cdunterr acts the Laws of en dens 
N y the Will of the Deity. 

obligaary 


"0 Frath and Faithfulneſs were not 

& * Mankind, _ could place no I xuſt 2 
have . ence on one another 3 U 
their Cin in Life ae 


1 XII. afar pe 


Sexes; or a promiſcuous Uſe of each other, is intro- 


ductive to general DE and therefore inconſiſtent 
with general Ha The Tendency of ſuch 
Practice, i. e, 5 to introduce and 
propagate all manner of Confuſion ſeems to be 
— unavoidable. For all Men coming into the World 
with the fame natural Freedom, what may be done 


or omitted by one, may be done or omittedby any 


other ; therefore B, C, or D have as much Right 
to enjoy this Woman, as A has, and A as much 
KReight as they; conſequently, when their Deſires 
riſe high, and Paſſions: grow turbulent, what will 
they do, or rather what will they not do, to come 
to a'Gratification of them? and conſequently in 


the midſt of ſuch an unreſtrain'd Freedom, we 


ſhould have little elſe but W and Con- 
tentions in the World, little of that Harmony 
and Agreement which. was RG to run thro? 
the whole. TEE 

"If every Man had to do with as many Women 
as he pleaſed; in the midſt of ſuch a confus'd 
Combination of Cauſes, A could not diſtinguiſh 
ee MOR e — 
1 Vogg wou 


the te ue 


which he believes not his own ; conſequently fuck” = 

Neglect in the Nurture and Cultivation 
Children would ſoon unpeople the World; and 
therefore ſuch a Pratice is contrary to the Will of | 
of the" Creator. 

To conclude ; we find it ſuirable to the Con- 
venithicy of Mankind, that all to which all 
in c@mmon' have an original, and conſequently 
an equal” Right, ſhould be, by ſtk” tl 
other, made the Subject of private Property; 
and con 
be made” in this as in all other Inſtances of Pro- 


rene Objection in Favour of the 1 
Fulneſs of — np which is, that when two 
Ferſons have freely conſented to cohabit together 
as Man and Wife, does not ſuch a mutual Con- 
ſent take off the Immorality of that Cohabitation? 
for neither of them does any Injury to the other; 
ably to the old Maxim, volenti non fit Injuria. 
But the Anſwer to this is obvious; for if one Man 


— to keep inviolably to one Woman, and 


7 then whatever Inſtitution tends” to 
| coliſe ite more effectually their common Inte- 
reſts, to eſtabliſn an ——— and Union of 
Hearts, and preſerve an Intimacy and Conſpira- 
tion of Wills, chro' every Period of their [:ives, 
muſt be agreeable to, and promotive of, this End. 
- But nothing is more conducive thereto, than thoſe 
folemn Contracts by which the Perſons contract- 


come under reli ous ments to = 
Germ thereof. | 89 88 


| 'COROT. e Ws laſt lie we 
| gather, that ali ſack concupiſcible Arens as ws | 


directed | 


: b TR Be duced W Broom, doo | 


ently tis neceſſary Fas a Reſtriction 


3 = 
— 


Naru AL Roz vanes. ©; 

| directed to ĩmproper Objects, are, in chir degrees 

criminal, and therefore to he ſtifted.3. it being de- 
monſtrative, that All. Deſires, unlawful to be 

_ « carried into Ag, cannot be allow'd lawfully. to 

«6 « any. Hoy, 0 in the Mind; becauſe, by con- 
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Por. XIII. Gratitads, -— ” promoling 
the Happinefs 77 hers, i in conſideration. of. Favours re- 
ceiv'd, ij ericin d by the Deity... As rational ſenſible 
Beings,. Men cannot act in contra · diſtinction from 
their own Happineſs : As frre and equal, A can be 
under no more obligations to aſſiſt B, than B̃ is to A. 
See Carol. ef Prop. 3. Conſequently A has the ſame 
Expectations, and therefore the ſame Demands up- 
on B for 4 of Favour, as B has upon A: Con- 
ſequently, if A communicates his good Offices to 
B, he expects the ſame again from him ; and if 
he ſhould x meet with no ſuch return from B, the 
current of kind Offices would be ſtopt; but, as 
the Happineſs of the Whole not only ariſes from, 
but is actually ſecured by, ſuch an Intercourſe, it 
is the Will of the Deity, that acts of Favour be 
anſwered by ſuitable Returns, and conſequently 
that the communications of Happineſa ſhould ever 
reciprocate, and be continued. 
Gratitude is alſo connected with private Happi- 
neſs, 75 conſequently our Duty; for Mankind 
aur ow will be univerſally. influenced to promote 


ppineſs, or the contrary, in proportion to 
= Senſe they find we have of Favours. 


Proe. XIV. The rofſefſing i in greater 2 | 
Power, Riches, Underſtanding, 8c. gives no right 
70 cane ſuch a; poſeſs lefy of them, « or to. Fen ö 
ben from them. .. r 


— 


A 


. 1 * 


bY  Hidividual: Man, or Set of Men, have a ri 
eertiſe Power over others: Conſequently 


Men being by Prop. 3. naturally free, 90 one | 


| natural State being a State of Equality, Pride, 0 or 


An affectation of Superiority over others, as it is 


inconſiſtent with fuch Equality, in inconliſtent with "= 


es Sr om nn uTToenpr 


trie Happineſs of an n Syſtem of 
| Beings confifts in the appineſs of the ſeveral 
_ Conſtituents colleQtively  ; which Happineſs is 


o the Reſult of a combined Union of Will and 


Actions in purſuit of it. This Harmony of Wills, 


| _ _ and Corre pondency of Actions, Pride abſolute- 


ſtructive of the de 


ly deſtroys ; for it bes W of — 
on one another; conſequently, 
e all Senſe of their Obligation 1 
mote each other's Happineſs ; and conſequently, 
2s it weakens the 3 Intereſt, it muſt be de- 
of Creation, and therefore 
TY Inconſiſtent with the Creators Will. 
Soc, by making us ratio dependent Bein 
22 As us to underſtand, that we ſhould 480 
dependent on him, for what we are and 
| ave: But Pride ſtifles all our Senſe of Depend- 
_ ency on God ; it makes us view ourſelves in a 
Mirror, diſproportionate to our genuine 
ance, and unfuitable to our preſent Cir tie ace 
| and Condition. 
Upon the whole, Lhe the Senſe of 
our Dependency on God ſhall we be influenced to 
conform ourſelyes to his Will, i. e. our Obedience 
to him will hold proportion to our Senſe of De- 
| on him : And the more obedient we are 
to him, and the more we ftrive to imitate him in 
his moral Qualiries, i. e. in his extenfive Love and 


Beneficence to Mankind, the more we muſt ne- 


ceſſarily approve ourſelves to him; therefore what- 


; mw 


2 WY" 5 
2 
* * 


ever takes way, and in whatever degree, this ſenſe 
„contributes ſo much to the Loſs 
of private perſonal Happineſs : But this Pee a 


es Per in wine _— z e e . © bur or 


COROL. mes ic appears, chat an an eager 


x and immoderate purſuit after Honour, Fame, Po- 


larity.or Diſtinction; that all high and aſpiring 
Thoug —_— all ambitious Views, all M ffections and 

Defires, whoſe End and Objefts gre Power and 

—— over others, are, im their degree cri- 

minal ; for, if the End be evil, thy CER 


es by the Terms, be good. 


Pa oy. XV. All Defamation and DetraBtion, and © 
whatever tends io hurt the good Name, and leſſen the 


Credit of others, imer ſeres with the Will of the Deity. 


All other rational Beings will be diſpoſed to pro- 
mote our Happineſs in proportion to the Eſteem 
they have for us; which Eſteem is either founded 


on our voluntarily contributing to their Ha 


or elſe is owing to the fairneſs of our Character in 
Life ; conſequently, whoever endeavours by Slan- 
der, Abuſe, or Scurrility, i. e. by ſpeaking of us 
otherwiſe than we deſerve. to rob us of our good 
Name, robs us at the ſame time of the Eſteem of 
others, and therefore robs us of „ 


. 5 
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Concerning M IAG E, u- 


2 TIEs of Perſons in that Stat. 
3 ally defign'd for the Uſe and 
V Enjoyment of each other, The 
Difference in the Make of the Two Sexes; and 


the reciprocal ſtrong Deſires towards an Union of 
them, are ſo many Signs that God framed them 


Thus to ſerve the great Ends of Creation: Conſe- 
quently. it is his Will that theſe Laws of Procte- 
ation be fulfilled after ſuch a manner, and to ſuch 
a degree, as beſt ſuits the general Happineſs. 
..- The Circumſtances of the two Sexes have ſuch 


a dependency on one another, as to make the 


kind Offices of each other abſolutely. neceſſary to 
their living comfortably in the World. The Au- 
thor of Nature has allotted them their proper Pro- 
vinces, and fo laid them under mutual Obliga- 
tions to be aſſiſting to one another: And ſince a 
greater Quantity of Happineſs will neceſſarily a- 
riſe from an eſtabliſh'd Harmony of Wills, and 
Union of Intereſts, it follows that Marriage muſt 
be a Duty enjoin'd by the Deity, becauſe it has 
this tendency. See Prop, 12. Skcr. iv. 6 


COROL. The End of Marriage, we ſee, is 


twofold, viz. the Propagation of our Kind, and 


the common Happineſs of the Conjuges. Conſe- 


is ſometimes the Caſe) without any view. to the 


former, or, if they have any ſuch view, yet Na- 
, T% "© | Os = | cure | 
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ture has not Strength to propagate its Kind, it 
follows, that a more eaſy and convenient way of 
N e muſt be the fole End of their marrying 
conſequently, the more Happineſs they enjoy 
in 3 than they could in a ſingle Capacity, 
Gs. the better is the End e 


e 


8 co ROL. 2. Fr 7 
State with a view diſtin& from either of theſe 
Ends, i. e. either to bring about ſome private 
Purpoſes, or to give a greater looſe to ſenſual 


Pleaſures, inverts the great Order God * eſta 


bind in his Creation. 


co R 0 5 3. re Heppincks, 2 common 
Happineſs, is one of the great Ends of Mans and 
Womans Co-union, whatever tends to alienate the 


Affections of the one from the other, and to ren- 


der their Intereſts indifferent to each other, is a 


dire&t Violation of this Ea, and W 


wrong. 


COROL. „ Hence Ts. and great 


Familiarities wick other Perſons, are productive 
of great and numberleſs Evils ; they give riſe to 
domeſtick Broils, and ſometimes ſow ſuch Seeds 


of Diſſention betwixt Husband and Wife as can 


ſcarce ever be eradicated : Conſequently all ſuch 
| Practices are inconſiſtent with the End the Mar- 
e-State. 


know it may be objected, chat if ſuch an 
Intercourſe could be carried on without any knows 
ledge or Suſpicion of the Party injured, would 


not be unlawful. I might anſwer, 
That a Crime is not the leſs ſo, by being com- 
minced without * of others. 3 


a RueLioion. 3s 


+ #4 4 Ow 
Ty C * 
"" wi 


that Action 1 1 
or in its on Nature, i 


| * lch. cunndt ms 
ferent, which effencially, 
otherwiſe,” 


But ! anſwer, ſeevbdly, That ene b Dewiment 
"muſt neceſſarily ariſe to the Party injur'd ; it being 
_ demonſtrable, that in proportion to the Nature 
— Number of ſuch Intrigues, the Wife will 
ardleſs of the Husband's Intereſts, cold 
200 indi erent to his Perſon, and mindleſs of his 
I ye frog For, inſtead of managing' her proper 
Concerns, and ſeeing that every thing be diſ- 
Pos'd of to the advantage of them Both, "The is 
 contriving Methods, and forming Schemes, to 
follow her Amours with greater Secrecy and Se- 
curity ; which, ſooner or later, muſt infallibly end 
in the Ruin and Deſtruction of them both. We 
need not be at the trouble of ranſacking Hiſtoties 
; for Inſtances of this kind. 
Tho I have ſpoken here only of the Wife, I 
would not have any one infer that the Husband is 
at liberty to do what ſhe has been condemn'd for: 
The Duty and Liberty of them both are bounded 


by the ſame End, the mutual PTD. of each | 
Tu. 


rinnt. „ Marriage is is a Comran, by which 


of the two Parties expreſly conſent 10 the Us 10 each 
| . Others Perſon and Bale, | 


„Poren Marriag e „erer im Py 
Form to be uſed, a of the End for — the 
fwo Parties marry, and declare their mn 10 the 
Conditions which the Marriage-Contrati is 

& This Idea all or moſt Men'conceive of Mar- 
and has "ny dards is d N 
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of it. 


Px ox. III. The Author of Nature bas given nei- 


* q 3 8 8 „ * RET "WP þ FE 28 ” -—— ti 3 D 
e — St = 3 TT oo * n 2 * » 
2 F =; * 2 
— % 4 Fc Fo Re LARS 5 —— 2 * 7 
5 9 =>. 2 * 1 ; . 
1 2 Ent *- = , 


_ _ NaTtozai:Ruticton. #7 


: Life makes Marriage neceſſary to their delightful 
way of living, it muſt, as ſuch, be a Duty en- 
joined by the Deity 3 becauſe he makes every 
| thing to become ſo, that is neceſſary to their Hap- 


; and conſequently, in this Senſe, all ſuch 


| Inſtitutions may properly be ſaid to be of divine 


When ſuch a Covenant as the matrimonial is 
made betwixt two Perſons, neither of them can 
in Juſtice with-hold from fulfilling the Conditions 


1 


And face Inſtitutions, . well calculated | 


for the Good of Mankind, may be abuſed ; and as 
Oaths, and the moſt ſolemn Promiſes are inſuf- 


ficient to bind ſome Men to their Duty, it has 


therefore been found neceſſary for the Civil Pow- 


ers to render the Marriage - Compact more full and 
obligatory by temporal Enforcements; that when 


any Injury. is done to either, the Party injured 
may have redreſs. Such wiſe Proviſion have hu- 
man Laws made for human Happineſs, by ſecur- 
ing as much as poſſible ſo weighty. a Concern as 


that of Marriage 


[ 


Por. II. Poligamy in the preſent State of things 
is of r and ought not to be tole- 
rated. For, where there is a multiplicity of Wives, 


or Husbands, there, of courſe, is adiviſion of in- 


tereſts ; and where diviſion of Intereſts is, there 
1 5 Wranglings, and Diſcontents are unavoid- 


* 


ther of the Conjuges an abſolute Power and Superiority 
- NT 1 For, as he with the Hoppincks | 


N 4 * 


* 


4 8, | 


: tk all Diviſions touching their common Inter a 


5 he wills that the weaker Capacity give place to the 


ſtronger ; becauſe the latter can beſt diſcern' what 
Vill be moſt for their Happineſs 4 and therefore 
Superiority of Underſtanding,” wherever the Deit7 
has given it, was defign'd by him to have che Bre. BE 
| - Ference, or to be ſubmitted to. 

As Men are generally better qualified; to ſee 1 5 
to the remote Conſequences of Actions, they ſeem 
univerſalſy to claim a Superiority over the Women. 
is true, their natural Capacities are ſometimes, 
and their Opportunities for Improvement often, 
much better than thoſe of Women. But that is 
not always the Caſe. And when it is the Misfor- 
tune of a wiſe Woman to have a fooliſh Husband, 
if ſhe be not permitted to fit at the Helm of Af. 
fairs, and manag their Family Concerns, they 


muſt expect ; to be ſoon viſited with Want and N 


Woe. 5 
If in the 8 the Wife expreſly 
2 to pay Submiſſion to her Husband, ſhe 


ſio far ought to be ſubject to him; becauſe, if Pro- 


miſes were not obligatory, Men could place no 
Confidence in each other; and without ſuch a 
dependence on one anothers Words Mankind could 
not ſubſiſt. But this can only take place in Caſes 
of an indifferent Nature ; for whenever there is a 
prior Reaſon againſt paying Obedience, no ſubſe- 
quent Promiſe can oblige to it, unleſs we could 
8 find out A more en chan Happineſs, 


"Bu Kor. IV. When + loo Perſons upon agg: like 
ing of each others Perſons, Eſtates, &c. voluntarily 
. conſent to be join d in Marriage for Life; if they 
| would bebave as Man and Wife ought 1 Ma 45 ö 
muſt direct es" by the Glee C onfiderations. 
1. * ſt conſider * as each having, 


nor 


= +4 


gy. 


2. They muſt be e faithful eee : 
E aflifting to each other, in all Circumſtances, and 


under all Changes of Condition. They muſt bear 
with one another's Infir mities, cafe them as 


neceſſary to human Nature, and inſeparable from 
it ; always remembring that they are not only . 
promete the Happineſs, but an to allcvace the 


Miſeries of each other. 
3. They muſt be conſtant to a Bed, and 
keep themſelves ſolely each for the Uſe and En- 


joy ment of the other. 
Having confider'd the Dudes of Husband and 


_ Wife, we ſhall . on to e 1 . ANG 


N 


8 E © * VI. 
the DuT1Es of PARE rs 
and CHILDREN. = 


Fron 1. HEN the Hausband and Wife 
319 | commence Parents, they are 
. after the beft manner they: can. 
concur with'the Deity to the Being of their Chil- 
_ dren, he intends: that they concur: with him to 
their Well-being; or he cauſes it co be their Duty 
to make a ſuitable Proviſion for their 

_ Conſequently, if A, according to the eſtabliſh'd 
Laws of Creation, ſhould give Exiſtence to B, 
and neglect to make that 3 an W 


obliged to maintain their Chil- 
As Parents 
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r 
_ * bim, ſoch a an > Omifſion mo mic te V 0 _ 
of the Deity, and conſequently ia wro | 
The ſeveral Orders of Beings bene — 5 : 
Laws of Procreation, and are careful, 


"> ©- t. in ving their Young 

5 *ill- ſuch time as they are able to 
ing by themſelves: and what deſerves much to be 
 remark'd.in.this Caſe is, that we find their Love 


priſing Inſtance of God's Wiſdom. and — 
6 uk tovidential Care of the animal World 
And, if this takes place i in the inferior Parts of the 
Creation, how much more ought ſuch a Proviſion . 
to be made by Man, who, abſtracted from the 
 Impulſes of Iadinct, has a much more noble and 
excellent Principle, by which he is qualify'd. to 
- diſcover the natural Obligations he lies under to 
| Beese and promote the Happineſs of his own 
r uctions. . 
To do to others as we deſire others would do to 
: in; in parallel Caſes, is commanded by the Deity ; 
the Conſideration therefore of our former State, 
of theabſolute neceſſity of the Aid and Affiftance 
Wow others to · conduct us thro? all the hazardous 
of an helpleſs Infancy, fafe into a proper 
Path Actions, would teach 271 
mould act towards our Children% And if, after 
ſuch conſideration, Parents do nd carry them- 
ſelves towards their Children in a manner ſuitable 
to their tender Years, or if 2 ſuch 
_ - things as their Circumſtances. abſolutely 28 | 
* 4 do what they cannot but know was n 
done to them when they were Children; or, 
was the Suppoſition poſſible, would wiſh to be 
dune to them, were they to return into their primi- 
2 i. e. they act in contradict 1 5. 
ECT. 


1 Nature, A Baſtard muſt have us muck Right to it 


coROI. e 
Chaim upon their Parents for a Maintenance, and 
- ently a natural Right to their Eſtates, it 

follows, thac fact Kihares 5 when-ahe-Banets: die 
e ee e 
e + 


„Por . M ben the. Mother dies; 4 
* Right with the Father io diſpoſe of ber Share of 
- the common Stork to their Children. The M 


it : (for to have à Property in 


any 

to have the Right of diſpoſing. it, is the. ſame 5 
See alſo Corel. 1. Prop. 10. Sker. rv.) Conſequent- 
| by che Wie hay ag each . 
as the Husband has of bi. * 


„ El 
. . — For — 
not, the great Motive to · Benefcence would be- 


taken 3 E kind 


Por- | 
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| — w. if Peels n ep toe 
' Childrens Intereſts, and watch over them for their 
Good, they from bence derive an Autbirity over ibem. 
There is à degree of Power annex'd to every Re- 


| 20 SUMMA wen 


 ktion in Life, ſufficient for/fhe Diſcharge of thoſe == 


Duries which ariſe from it, i. e. which belong to 
5 in that Relation: Conſequently, as Parents 
ſtand-in the Relation of Guardians of the Chil- 
drens "Happineſs, they have a Right to compel 


- their Children to the performance of ſuch Actions ö 


as are the ſources of Good and Happineſs to them. 
But this plainly implies an Act of Authority we 5 
Power; for he, who 42 me to any Action, 
muſt be allow'd to have far an Authority over | 
me, or to- be my Superior. E 
* " "Beſides, If Parents are entrün ad by God with . 
 their- Childrens Happineſs, he muſt delegate to 
them a Power adequate to the bringing about this E 
End. other wiſe it cannot be obtain d. 
But ſome have carried this Authority of Parents oh 
3 to a much greater length. They ay, Since God 
' has an original Right in the Works of his Hands, 
and conſequently to diſpoſe of them for what End 
he pleaſes, ſo Parents, as Cauſes of their Children 
coming into Being, have a * to oblige them 
to What Actlons they pleaſe 
ſwer, That, as Man is Fas preſent conſtitured, nei- 
ther God nor any other Being has a Right to exer- 
ciſe any Power over him further than it is exercis d 


t to this we an- 


for his Good. For, in conſequence of that irre- | 


| fiſtible Appetite to Happineſs, he has a Right to 
| - refiſt (when he has done nothing to forfeit it) any 
A 25 8 _—_— him of the leall 8 
degree of it . e could acquire in a proper 
ne * his Faculties 


3 . 


_— 


: eee of Penn ber 


according 
to the different Capacities and Circumſtances of 


: EE ä 


URAL {WiC ds - ot 


hs Children is not founded on their being (un- 
der the Firſt Cauſe) the Authors of their Beings, 
but on the natural Obligations to provide for their 
Childrens Happineſs, i. e. it is Tounded on W 


| pendency-of the one upon the other. 


--COROL. 2. „Hence Glick the Ti Obli- 
gations to take care of their Children are 
or leſs, as the latter are more or leſs dependent 
on them, it follows that the Power of the Parents 
both extends to, and . e 2 the nn | 


e e Whom 


co ROI. 3. Cont wing ata Chil- 
dren are arriv*d to ſuch Years as to become ca- 
pable of for an End; when they are qua- 
lied to diſtinguiſh betwir Good and Evil, and 
diſcern their Obligations to purſue the former, and 
avoid the latter, i. e. when they come to the Uſe 
. of Reaſon, then expires the Parents' A 
over them, Becauſe, if their Authority i is found- 
ed on the Childrens dependency, or incapacity of 
providing for themſelves, then, when ſuch de- 
or incapacity. cds, the RY of Pa- 


rents ceaſes alſo. 


But tho? the Power of I varies 


Children; and when the Child's Underſtanding 
opens as he advances in Years, and he becomes 
capable of guiding himſelf, the Parents Power 
proportionably decreaſes, till by degrees it duin- 
dles into Nothing: Yet we may obſerve, that if 
the Son, when he is os to Sn chooſes 
to continue with his Father, and judges it beſt, 

upon the whole, to be there, it is but reaſonabe - 
chat he ſhould be determin'd by his Father in ſuch 


. a8 reſpett oY own. Anette 3 as - 
Adts relate nor as yet to his own, but his Father's 


Concerns; But when che Father has use fixed = 


renn and made him a Transfer of 
part.of his Eſtate, be has no more Right ts reſume 
bee or to diſpoſe of it, than another Man. 

S ould ate, Has a Parent that 
Power: over his Child as to ſell him to another, 
hen his own Circumſtances cannot c 
maintain them both ? Our Opinion is, that a Fa- 
ther may, under certain ſubject his 
Son to the Will and Power of another, still ſuch 
time as the Son is capable of Dm him- 
ſelf, and has ballanced the of his bring- 
ing up. But the following Axioms will NT os. 
| how each-Partyis 1048 inn fuch Caſe. 


*; — * * | 
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Aten x; Moons 3 
than he-is poſſcſ 8 is to- give 


be nos, which pas pole rd 
1 


1 ee U. Since the Parents Power is limited 
- by: the Childrens Happineſs, therefore, in Caſes 


where their Happineſs. is no way e eee Fe- 
rents have no eee over them. 8 


5 - 


A0 m. All depined Power muſt — 
exciſed according to the meaſure: or degree given, 
and no further becauſe the Exerciſe of Power 


eee eee us wanne ao 
14 "eg : 
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reverts back into. the — — when the 
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Ae W. When all choad, by vie 
ſuch Contract ceaſes. E Ny * al 4 8 


.. 
| give no one an arbitrary-Power over the Lives or 
- of his Children; for ſuch a Power be- 
longing not to bim, cannot poſſibly be derived 
from him. 


By the third: Aviom we find, that-the Maſter 
has no Right to exerciſe any Power but what is 
expreſ] mentzon'd in the Contra betwixt them. 

By the fourth Axiom it appears, that if he exer- 
cites Powhs not thus expreſs*d in the Contract, 
or when the Conditions on his ſide are not ob- 
ſerved, he forfeits his Truſt, and the other has a 
Righe to claim his Freedom. 3 
And we find by the laſt Axiom, ther wheb hit 
time limited is come, and the Conditions agreed 
on by both Parties perform'd, the Authority of 
the one, an ee eee eee 


api. cho: at Years of Maturity the Parents Au- 
| chority ceaſes, yer their Councils and Admonitions 
end not here; If Children employ what is left 
them by their Parents, not to the Good, but the 
Hurt of themſelves; and if they take ſuch courſes 
| 22 not onlyendanger their preſent but furure Hap- 
pineſs, then ought Parents to admoniſh them ; to 
ol chicke the Ill they do, and the great riſque 
oy 89 with N to this 3 another 
or entailing Miſery unavoidab 
themſelves; as we ſhall ſhew in a 4 1 
which Admonitions ought to be received gh wil 
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_ _ wards tread in; and to enforce as ſtrongly: as 


| n "oft y F "ET — 4 5 - 
1 — — gh 10 regard. chiefly. i in the 

Education of their den , ee them at 
their firſt going out, to the Path they — 


ſſible their Obligation to a ſtrict obſervance "NY 
ſocial and —— Virtues ; they ſhould prune their 


growing — goa ay — 2 
Objects 


Ard . to their Nature, and preſent Con- 


dition. Parents, I ſay, ought to be — 2 1 
careful what Steps 9 let-r Children take at 
- firſt, becauſe the Seeds of Virtue and Vice, which 

are e in the early Years of Infancy, oftentimes 
take ſuch deep Root, as not to be eaſily remov d. 

Hence, given the Education and Habits of Youth, 

it is eaſy to characteriſe the whole Man ; becauſe 
a Man's future Life is generally of a piece with his 5 
firſt ſetting out: only this difference is obſervable, 

that-thoſe Deſires _ Averſions, which take their 
- riſe in Childhood, grow wy 44 mate con- 
* by Tears. 8 


3 Por. V. When Children. are freed: 8 the . 
Ties of Obedience, the Parents Conſent is not of. in- 
diſpenſable Neceſſity ta their diſpoſal in Marriage; 
or, The Author of Nature bas put the Contract of 
Marriage, not in the Will of the Parents, but ef the 
Parties contracting. Since the Parents Power is 
only to be exercis d for the Happineſs of the Chil- 
dren, and conſequently extends but to the means of 
it, they can have no Power to diſpoſe of them againſt : 
their Conſent ; becauſe what is againſt Conſent, is 
againſt Happineſs, Happineſs ariſing — 
a gratiſication of the Will: And if cheſe have no 
Dues to 3 of * againſt their hey 
| 5 


| they are entruſted with the Power n of - 
chooſing for themſelves, as beſt knowing be #50 
Perſon and Qualities are moſt agreeable to them. 
Since it is not in our Power (whatever we may 
think) to like or diſlike otherwiſe than as the Ob. 
Jes appears, ſo, when Affection binds not the 


Hearts of two Perſons before Marriage, it is ſel- 


dom in their power to produce it after. The 1 
Thought of 3 bound for life to a Perſon who 
Company we do not reliſh, is naturally apt to cre- 


ate either a moroſe Temper, or diſcontented Mind, 
from whence flow all theſe Jars and Diſcords which. 


imbitter the conjugal E 


We are ſenſible many Arguments = been 


brought co juſtify both fides of the Queſtion, but 


it is an an unqueſtionable Principle with us, that 


thoſe, who are moſt immediately intereſted in any 
Contract, ought chiefly to be conſulted before 1t 


is made ; and from the Marriage-Contra& flow- 
either the greateſt Bleſſings, or the heavieſt Evils: 


the Conjuges rarely find any Medium. 


But, tho' we reject the abſolute necelitey, we. 
BY contend for the expedicacy of the Parent's Con- 
ſent-; for there is a wide Difference betwixt theſe: 
It is indeed. reaſonable that our Parents, to whom. 
we are ſo nearly related, and who have been ſo 


much concern'd for our Welfare, ſhould be con- 


ſulted on ſo important an occaſion ; fince their 
_ own Happineſs is ſo cloſely connected with it. But, 
tho? we allow this to be an Act expreſſive of Ho- 
nour and Gratitude, yet we maintain that the neg- 
lock of 1 It, or the want of ſuch Conſent, rea 


lage Contract a Nullify. | 


OS foregoing Propalicicns flow the fol- 


| lowing Corollaries. 
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8 "coroL 2. „ They 8 no to eden 
| their Children what God has A- 


COROL. 3 Nor arly g ht cer 


any thing ;nconſifent with the Happineſs, or de- 

ſtructive of the Properties of others; as being in 

both Caſes under Ar e e to * 2 
tray. 


Por. VI. If Parents. are e os care oof 
their Childrens Intereſts, this Care in them ought to 
| be anſwered by a ſuitable Behaviour in the Children, 
i. e. Children ought to be obedient to them. If a 
Power to be exercis'd for the Childrens Good be 
lodg'd with the Parents, it ought to be anſwered 
by a ſuitable Behaviour on the Part of the Child- 
ren; becauſe all Authority juſtly founded implies 
an Obedience ſuited to the Nature and Extent of 


it: Till ſuch time therefore as this Authority of 


theirs expires (which we prov'd to expire with the 
Childrens Dependency on them) ſo long is an ww 
dience due to them from their Children. 
But tho? the Childrens Obedience ends with the 
Parents Authority, ſeeing where there is no Au- 
CY to NE, there can be — Cn 
to z yet an obliging Carr! pectful 

| e Be 5 to be EEE Ae to them, 


ſince it has a powerful influence over all other Pa- 


rents towards their Children, and 2 
. the „ of the Wuole. 2 


Por. 


4 $7. k HY ad * py 


toben their Parents grow 


"Coy. vi F 2 5 dige to + 


what. is eupreſi d in the former Propoſition ; but 
infirm, and incapable of 
5 providing for themſelves, 5 are io help and afjift 
them : This being a Debt of Gratitude, and hat 
Prop. 13. Sect. Iv. expreſly requires. And con- 


ſequently it is their Duty to do as much for them 


as is conſiſtent with their engagements to the reſt 


of the Creation. 


ee 10 viiſcrves: 8 
| Feen. and Diſapprobation, our Love and 


Hatred of moral Characters is founded on their 
voluntarily contributing to our Happineſs or Mi- 


ſery (as ſhall be ſhewn afterwards) fo Childrens 
Love to their Parents will in a great meaſure de- 
pend on the Parents Behaviour towards them. For 

Love and Hatred are modifications of Mind not 


to be taken up and laid down at pleaſure: The | 


neceſſarily preſuppoſe ſomething in the Obj 
capable of exciting them. To rouze this Affection 
to a principle of Action, it is neceflary to improve 


every little hint and intimation of what they have 


done for us; we muſt be ſure to conſider them as 
being under God the Authors of our Being, and 
of all the Benefits conſequent upon it. This Con- 


ſideration alone will go a great way both to raiſe 
= preſerve: che Affection i in us. 4 25 


Pore VIII. Parent a Children 4. not 2 
obliged to” promote each, other's 'Happineſs ; but alſo 
that of other Relations, according to the degree of the 
Relation. For, if it be the Will of the Deity, 
that Parents ſhould promote their Childrens Hap- 
pineſs, and for this Reaſon, becauſe they are re- 


N it muſt for the ſame Reaſon be his 
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1 * pag purſue the ere of il ocher . 
Relations in their proportion. - 5 
That warmth and vigour of Benevolence, which | 

: would ſoon be ſwallow*d-up in the great Ocean of 

| Beings that ſurround us, and wou ſoon expire if 

diluted and diffuſed among Mankind in general, is 


the Branches of — 5 ſame Stock, and confined to 
2 Families; and afterwards extended by de- 
rees to larger Societies and Bodies of Men, as 
cir reſpectire Spheres of Action are enlarg *=y 
Hence * tis neceſſary that the Current of our | 
Offices ſhould in the firſt place be directed to thoſe 
that are more immediately related to us, and flow 


towards them with a ſtrength Proportion d to the 


ſeveral degrees of ſuch Relation. 

The only Buſineſs is to find out che er 
e betwixt Deſcendents from the ſame Stock. 
All natural Relations proced in order thus; Firſt, 
That of Husband and Wife; Secondly, That of 
Parents and Children; Thirdly, That of Children 


IF and Parents ; Fourthly, That of Children, one to 


another. N 
The bees of Relation betwirt the Children 
1 of theſe Children, and their Deſcendants, may be 
eſtimated after the manner following. 
Let C be the Son of A and B, D the Son of C, 
E of D. F of E, G of F, and ſoon : And let the 
Relation of C to A and B be in what Ratio you 
Pleaſe : Let us proceed on to D, who (we ſhall 
find) will bear but half the Relation to A and B 
that C does, becauſe C.is only one of the Parents 
of D, and therefore one half, as it were, of him 
| Proceeds from C; conſequently the Relation that 
D bears to A and B is to the Relation that C bears 
een r is to 2: CP n of 


preſerv'd and kept entire by being contracted to : 


25 * #4; + 


rie ; of E, E can only bear half the Re- 
lation to A and B that D 3 But the Relation 
that D beats to A and B is, by the foregoing, to 
that which C bears to them as 1 is to 23 conſe- 
. the Relation that E bears to them is to 
that which C bears to them as 1 is to 4. And in 
like manner we might proceed to eſtimate the ſe- 
veral Degrees of Relation, which F, G, c. bear 
to'A and B the common Stock, from whence they 
originally ſprung, ſince in every ſucceſſive Gene- 
ration one half of the Relation vaniſhes ; a will 
be mes __ SEE 


i 4 —— 
: + = 
= 

Fs „ 


e 2. 1 "02-3 - 
RECTOR 27 LEN! FI 545 er. 


Bar 3 the vaſt misty of: Rn Cir- 


ED 
* 
X 


eumſtances, and the ſeveral Claims which others 


as well as our Relations have upon us for our 


Offices; ſome wanting them more, ſome leſs ; 


it ſeems impoſſible to fix any Rule which will hold 

univerſally : In general, the Good of Relations 
- ought, 5 muſt be conſulted before that of 
others: Aud, anden 9 it "_ to be uni- 
A . 
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that they were deſigned for 
K Thong a moderate ſhare of Abilities, 
1 15 applied, will direct a Man what he ought 
to do, yet there is no connection betwixt the bare 
knowledge and the Actual obſervance of a Law; 
tis the Sanctions which induce the Obligation, 
and enforce an Obedience to it. But whether Men 
in a State of Nature took care to fee the Law of 
Nature in all Caſes . al executed, and the 
Sanctions duly applied, wi appear evident o 
| every one who conſiders ; 

"That as the end of all Fiat is the com- 
mon Happineſs and Security (See Prop. 9. Stew. 
1v:Y ſoit ought to be neither greater nor leſs than 
what is neceſſary to this End ; for, were it leſs, 

it could not be an effectual Bar againſt future Of- 
fences; and, were it greater than what the com- 
mon Safety required, there would be a cauſeleſs 
introduction o Miſery. But, ſince all Men are 
veſted with the executive Power of the Law of 
Nature, (See Prop. 6. SzeT. Iv.) it would fre- 
quently happen that A, through the III. nature and 

| Revenge of B or C, would fuffer too much; * 

D, by their Partiality, would ſuffer too little, 
perhaps eſcape all Puniſhment ; and from ſuch 5 : 
Exceſs on one fide, and a Defect on the other, = 
End of Puniſhment could not be anſwered, nor 
conſequently the Ley Intereſt 8 98 8 


Hence | 


e eee eee Rule to 


| take in the ſeveral $a which may affect the 
of Mankind. 


. . Nees: buc-- 


| chad a number of Men, attach'd to the ſame Prin- 
ciples and Intereſts, ſhould unite under one Head, 
and grow too formidable to be reſtrained? Hence 


again the Neceſſity of a common Power to guard 
s 12 —— . =_ 


Ts I 


Prxoe. II. Le Nature of Society "Ds Ba Bo 


Rb of Government. When a number of Men 
have agreed to conſtitute a publick Intereſt, they 
muſt be govern'd in ſome particular Manner or 
Form; which Form muſt be previouſly agreed on 


amongſt themſelves : As for Inſtance, Whether the 
Power reſiding in Society ſhall be lodg'd in the 


hands of One Man, or ? may Whether the Suc- 
ceſſion to it ſhall be Hereditary, or EleQtive 
Fixing the Conſtitution, or appointing a Form of 
Government, is the prime Act of Society the 
right ſettling of which is a matter of importance to 


Society, fince its future 27 2 7 abſo- 


lutely yon it. 


Por. III. The End 33 FT: toe 
the Form be) neceſſarily ſuppoſes a Power of making, 


repealing, and executing Laws for the Good of So- 


ciety, lodg d fomewbere. This is contain'd i in the 
Idea of Government, the End of which is the 


ane which, when Tory is violated, may pro- 


It 4 Portion 


Safety of the Governed; in order to which it is 

neceſſary, that there be ſuch a Collection of Rules 
as will accommodate all thoſe Differences, which 
(Men confider'd as having different Intereſts) will 
neceſſarily happen betwixt one and another; 
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ortion rele: Pons to the | tre 0b l * 
Violation. e n 
And ſince the S W are con- 
tinually liable ro eee and confequently 

War may affect Soclery at one juncture, may not 
at another, or in a different degree; fo from hence 
appears the neceſſity of repealing ONE pr and | 

d ſubſtituting. New ones in their room. To 


And, as the Intereſts of Society are' affected. i _ 


Caſes of a different Nature, there ariſes a neceſſity 
of entruſting a Set of Men with a Power propor- 
tion'd to the importance and variety of ſuch Caſes; 
. 6. there muſt be ſome ro execute the Laws, to 
adminiſter Juſtice, and determine ar Diſputes 10. 
lating to Property. . M1. +, : 
© Thoſe, who are entruſted with the prot 
| Power reſiding in Society, are call'd Governours. 
=> Thoſe, who act under them in the management 

of Publick Afi are, calPd Subordinates; be- 

_ "cauſe their Power 1s depu ted to them from the 
© other, and they are e them for the diſ- 
charge of it in the fame manner as theſe are to 
their Principals, the People. + 

. *- Governours are called Supreme, 8 the 
| Wee of making and executing Laws, and of 
_ uſing the whole Force of the State for i its Preſerva- 


1 tion and Safety is lodg d with them. 


Since the Happineſs of Society en from a 
viſe Adminiſtration of able Officers acting agree- 
ably to the Station they fill in it, it follows 55 
ſuch Men ought to act in a ee e 9h 

are beſt qualified for publick 4 1 Sing 
when the degrees of Mens —— in matters 
of State, or their natural Abilities are equal, ſuch 
ought to be choſen as have ſnhe n the ſtrongeſt 
ſigns of a publick Diſpoſition. And, when the 
2 92 of Publick W are equal, the Preference 


at RgLiGioN. og 


1 ought 0 be given o the e, natural 
 Capanity:.. 3 34; 
= Theſe Propoſitions e in all or moſt of 
| the; Caſes which occur in human Life, concerning 
which Doubts may ariſe; which ſuit the degrees 
ol Puniſhment to the Extent of Mens Crimes, and 
which declare what is moſt agreeable to Mens 
Circumſtances in Society; theſe Propoſitions, I 
2 when drawn into a Form, and eftabliſh'd by 
; IO rs ages Toes of Society. 


| EAR FE» 
2 ne IW. The Power of mngking and executing 
Laws for the Good. of Society is originaily lodg'd in the 
People. The natural State of Man, i. e. che State 
of Man out of Society, is a State of | 
See Prop. 3. Sect. iv. Hence flow theſe Corul- 
| a paged Fan een, "_ —_—_— 


co ROE. 1. i Men math, FOO 45 
4 no individual Man, or number of e an _y 
| Power: or Dominion over e e 
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5 ' COROL. 2. Hence, for. —————_ Man 
or Set of Men to aſſume a ns. of making 
Laws, and impoſing them upon. others without A 
their Conſent, is an Act of arbitrary Will, and - ä 
utterly inconſiſtent with. Mens natural Equality: | 
For to be ſubjected CO, 
| e e e e 
COROL. 8 Nm the t 
| 85 all 1 L. 2 of — 
a verned : :canlequentl mption -of 
Power, in a manner different — this, is a direct 
Encroachment upon the Rights of rp and 
57 ee 8 75 
3 0. 
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f cCOROL. 8 8 ariſcy the Peoples Ri a” | 
to wreſt the Reins of Government out: of = 78 
Hands of him who by indirect means is got poſ- 
ſeſs d of them; {ance it cannot be unlawful to diſ- 
8 E Man of ws lake for him to — 

. B. This Right of Inſurrection in the People 5 
can only take place when the Grievances : 
Sag they labour under over - ballance all thoſe 

Which will neceſſarily or probably follow up- 
on the Uſurper's Excluſion: it a fun. 

.- . damental Truth, That when One of Two 
Exils muſt be cndur'd, — 3 to * - 
| ; ned . 


But, tho”. this Fomer rides egy 9 
People, yet, for the more convenient. Exerciſe of 
it, it is neceſſary that it be placed in the Hands 
' of ſome one or more choſen by vn Oe to act 
and manage for them. | 
When the Supreme Power is veſted in the com- 5 
mon People, the F orm of chat Government i is 
calld A Democracy. J 
When it is lodg d i in os chaſm! out of cbeir 
| collective Body, An Oligarch. 1 
When in the hands of a ſingle Perſon, theForm : 
of Government is calPd A Monarchy. 
- And from this Power variouſly modify'd ariſe 
various Forms of Government, differing accord- 
* * n rr HINT —_— W 


— * v. I which i bot 
ſuits the Intereſts of Society is io he choſen. | 


there are different ways ding bo the kame Pl Pits, - 
ſurely it is beſt to make choice of * | 


carry | 


* N 7 = EE 
> 4 % A 2 
9 
— * = & 


bn s 


carry un een er: 8, wWhent - 


there are ſeveral means tending to the fame end, 
ir is the Province of Reaſon to chooſe that which 
| is the leaft likely to miſcarry. 


We may remark, that when the nn is 
Deſpotick, Mens Properties are ſeldom ſo 


ſecure as in a State of Nature. Experience teaches, 
that Men overgrown in Power generally commence 


Tyrants. Beſides, tis evident that a Perſon veſted 


with the whole Power of Society would never fail 
of wreſting the Laws to his own particular Hu- 
mour or Intereſt ; and who has Thouſands at his 
beck ready to execute whatever he ſhall be graci- 

ouſly pleas d to command, whether it be the re- 


ſult of Caprice or Paſſion. And, if ſo, the Con- 


dition of thoſe who live under ſuch a Government 
is, I think; worſe than theirs who are in a State 
4 Nature, and ſo anſwerable to each other for 
Offence committed in it. 

"That ſcems the beſt Form of Government by 

which the Laws are made the ſtanding meaſures 
of every ones Actions in Society, as well of the 
Governour as Governed : For it is ſcarce ſuppoſe- 
able, that the Legiſlative Power ſhould enact any 
thing which tends to its own Derriment, directly 
or indirectiy ; by which means private Property 
will be more effectually ſecured, and the P 
lIntereſt rendered more ond and inviolable. — 

Tis true, Forms of Government fignify no- 


thing where the End is as well anſwered by one 
as another; but, when there is a greater Ten- 


dency in one Form to the Safety and H 


of Society than in another, Reaſon gives the Pre- 
ference to the former:  fince it e e 
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nei VI. If ly Mobs of dag would at- 
s tain the end for which' they enter into it, they muſt. 
Dive their Governours 4 Power ſufficient. to provide 
for the publick Intereſt in all particular Cafes. Since | 
every end muſt be attain'd by its proper means; 
and the end of Aﬀociation is che gafety and Hap- 
pineſs of the Aſſociated ; it is therefore neceflary 
that Governours be entruſted with ſufficient Pow- 
er, i. e. with the proper means of atraining this 
end, otherwiſe they cannot procure the Members 
of Sociery that Safety and Happineſs which Go- 
vernment was deg to afford them; and conſe- 
x ng the e "of Aſſociarion would be fru- 
ſtrat 
A s every Member of Society. has) by: the 2 
of Aſſociation a Claim upon his Governours for 
Protection againſt all ſuch Injuries as by his Situ- 
h ation i in Society he is ſubjected to, ſo, in return, 
Sovernours have a Claim upon every Member for 
à proportionate ſhare of his Aſſiſtance towards the 
Maintenance of that Society, otherwiſe it could 
not be ſupported, nor conſequently the end for 
Which Men enter into Society attain d. Beſides, it 
makes for the Good of the Whole (as we oblery'd 
above) and conſequently is enjoin*d by the — 
that ſuch as are Sharers in, ſhould alſo be Con- 
7 rributors to the Happineſs of Society. % 
The degrees of Aſſiſtance which every 2 
der ought to contribute to Society (and which 
Sovernours may compel them to, if they refuſe 
to do it voluntaril y) may be eſtimated in e man- 
ner following. 2 Gratitude is 5 by 
Prop. 13. SECT. IV. each Man's reſpective Quota 
to Socie ht to be in a direct Ratio of the 


degrees of his Obligation to it: And the degrees 
ef ne — to it hold to the 


1 Benefits i receives Mts | oe: Bur the Bede of 
Government are the better Security of Mens Pro- 
: Hence the greater Mens Properties are, 
1 e. the larger. Poſſeſſions they hold by Virtue of 
che Protection of any Government, the greater 
Benefits they receive from it: Hence the greater 
is their Obligation to it, and conſequently the 
greater degrees of Aſſiſtance they ought to con- 
ung towards 1 nt pa m_ we Ly an univerſal 
Rule for. raiſing aney, levyin Taxes, Sc. 
for the uſe of dae Teng 8 i 
We may remark by way of loference from the 
laſt Prop. that Governours, as Guardians of the 
pinels of Society, have a Right to ſuppreſs 
all ſuch Acts as are injurious to the publick In- 
tereſt 3 and to . thoſe which are connected 
EG it. PEE 


"Py Kor. „ VII. . _ Society have a Right 
10 5 the Members of it to take up Arms in De- 
fence of their common Liberties, when they are either 

openly attacked, or liable to be ſo. By the laſt Prop. 
every Member. of Society is oblig'dto give: his 
 Governour a Power ſufficient to ſecure the Intereſts 
of that Society, and conſequently every ſuch 
Member is ſuppoſed to have conſented for his 
| Governour to have a Power to oblige him to take 
up Arms in Cafes where: the Safety of the State 
abſolutely requires it; becauſe tis by this means 
only that they can be protected — all foreign 
Power and Oppreſſion. And, if there be a Ne- 
ceſſity of ſome taking up Arms in defence of the 
Liberties and Properties of the whole, ic is reaſon - 
able that thoſe in low Life be obliged before ſuch 
às act upon larger and more extenſive Schemes of 
ene ee a "wa Ser more. id 7 the 


By this time, I think we are able to give an 
Anſwer to that famous controverted Queſtion, 

Has a Governour a Kight to deliver up an innocent 
Citiſen into the Enemies Hands, to ſave bis City from 
_ imminent Ruin? They who maintain the Nega- 


ue, argue thus; Governours have no Right to 


exerciſe any Power but what ariſes to them from 
the End of Aſſociation, i. e. from the Conſent of 
the People; but the People have no abſolute 
Power over their own Lives, and therefore chey 
can give to no other ſuch a Power, and conſequently 
no other has ſuch a Power. But to this we an- 
ſwer, that the Reaſon of a Man's not having ſuch 
a Power over himſelf is, that he, with many 
others, are Parts of a Whole, who by their mu- 
tual Dependencies ſtand obliged to ſend in their 
reſpective Quota's towards the Support and Pre- 
ſer vation of that Whole; conſequently, whoever 
withdraws himſelf from it, deprives the whole of 
that Aſſiſtance which it had a Right to claim at 
his Hands, and which he in point of Duty was 
obliged to give. Hence, tho? a Man has no arbi- 
trary Power over his own Life, and conſequently 
no Power to ſubject it to the arbitrary Will of ano- 
ther, yet he has a Right (and for this very Reaſon 
it is that he cannot take it arbitrarily away him- 
ſelf) to hazard it in Caſes where the Liberty of 
the State would otherwiſe be loſt, or ſome great 
Detriment accrue to it; becauſe it is the Will of 
the Deity, that the Lives and Liberties of the 
greater Number be preferred to thoſe of the leſs. 
See Axiom 3. Sect. rv. And, if Man has a Right 


to ſacrifice his Life for the Safety of the State, he 
may transfer it under Reſtrictions to his Govern- 
| _. ours; 


. and if 60, he, vy me End of 'Aﬀſockaion, 


: — maſt be ſuppoſed attually to have transferred it. 


- i Peer. og Man is to Fa confiler'd as a Mem- 
ber when be either gives his Conſent in 
Per ſon; or, 3 ſome Deputy; or, 1 
when he lives in that 9 and accepts the Benefits 
of it. Whoever gives his 8 either of the 
two firſt ways, is obliged to remain a Member of 
Society ſo long as the Form of Government which 
he has ſubmitted to continues, becauſe all Promiſes 
are obligatory. See Prop. 11. Seer. iv. 
By the laſt way a Man's Conſent is given indi- 
rectly. But, that he is ſuppos'd to have given it, 
and conſequently is anſwerable to Society for his 
Conduct in it, and conſequently to be look d upon 
as one of its Members, appears from hence 
1. That every acquieſcence in the Laws of So- 
ciety is an acknowledgment of a Man's being a 
Member of that Society; becauſe to be ſubje& to 
any Laws neceſſarily infers a e to that 
TR who made them. 
2. [Whoever enjoys the Benefits of Society is is 
to ſend his Quota of Aſſiſtance to its Sup- 
port. See Prop. 6. Conſequently none can accept 
the one, without being obliged to pay the other; 
and conſequently as long as any one continues in 


| Society, and reaps the Advantages of it, ſo long 


is he to be reckon'd one of nnn and is 
n Bs 5 


Por. IX. e n 
with the natural Order and Eſtabliſhment of things ; @d 
or, Laws commanding things eſſentially evil are not 
2 d Members: of -Society As the 
Creator's Right is greater than the Creature's, and 
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SY car Ts which he God * N. — ure has d- 
8 Jefted his Creatures to. | _ 
things are conſtimied in fach e anger chat | 
the 1 Conſequences will always follow in the 
ame Circumſtances 3 and they cannot be altered 
without an Alteration in che preſent _—_— and, 
if ſo, the Law of Nature is incareble of . 
changed by any human Ordinances. i 
All the Authority by which 3 aſt is : 
deriv'd to them from the Conſent of the People: 
but a Power to ordain what is evil, 4..e.-proi 2 
ive of Miſery, being not in the People chemſelves, : 
ent pallibly: be deri ed from them. 


- COROL. The-lnjuſtice of the — 
of any Law renders. t . er * | 
ſolves the ien, N 5 


6 (Pace. X. The eee e wry 2 
riſes 10 Governours from the End of . i % 
be employed for the common Safety and Happineſs. 
This is This a Corollary of what went before; for 
we prov'd above, that the Power reſiding in G- 
vernours ariſes from the end of Goyernment, and 
that the end of Government was the Safety ank 
Happineſs of the Governed 3 conſequently it muſt. 
be the Duty of Governours to procure their bab 
jects all the Convenienees which mmm | 
: * of yielding them. | 
2. As all Power given condulonally reverts Into 
the firft Hands when the Conditions with which it 
was given are not fulfilled; (for the Preſumption 
of the performance of theſe Conditions: was the” 
Reaſon of its being given) therefore, as the Power. 
of Governours is only Conditional, it follows, that: 
N uſe. it contrary to PR ond 


. 2 85 * 
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er. Kl Er cg 3 by Laws 
e ah Ra of the Low conver be hed, Mew 
are in a State of Nature. Laws conſtitute. the dif- 
ference betwirt a State of Nature and Society 3 
y, where no Law is, there is no Go- 


vernment 3 and conſequenrly Men are fill in their | 


natural State. 


of the Laxcen be had; ſuch 
1 ſignifies nothing; for Mens Obedience to 
Laws ariſes from their Obligations to obey them; 


and their Obligations to obey them, from the Be- 
nefits they expect from them: Conſequently, when 
7 4 Ker are 
no Obligation to thein 3 fi. e. are to 
them the ſame as no Laws at all. ; 6 
e 


3 


if ſo; Men muſt be naturally free when no ſuch 
Protection can be had, becauſe the Preſumption of 


ſuch Protection was the ſole Motive for their re- 


ſigning up their natural Rights ; and therefore, 
in Caſes where no ſuch — 79h 


are ſtill in poſſeſſion of them. 
4A Wem "veſted in the — Mojiſtrate 10 


gencic. independently on the Conſent of 
ve Power is call d Prerogative. The 


. — the Governour's Hands ap- 
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Safety, but to the Hurt and Ruin of the Govern- 
eee e 
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all Enemies to Life, Liberty, and Property; and 


_ ae 5 


or the neceſſity of lodg- 


131 * —— 
** 5 
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9 Þ 1 ofien — chat R 


own | Private as well as the Concerns of del 
to take care of, E 
pos'd to be always buſied about che latter, it 
would oſten, I ſay, happen, that they could not 


be conven'd to deliberate about Matters of State 


opt ſuch a of Time as would ſuit its 
18 cies: And t erefore it is neceſſary chat a 
Sbere ; and uo where ſo proper, a8 in the Hands 
. 6:47 -prvra_g 


e 
ar 


1 — e 
day; and ene ys: | 


ke one things inin  whick deſerves to 
5 remark'd, and that is, any particular 
Law is introductive to certain Evils which more 
than balance the good Effects of it, that ſuch 
_ Law loſes its Obligation, and becomes a Nullity: 
* For no human Law can cancel that natural one, 
Tian wills che Happineſs and Tranquility of the 

whole Creation.” 0 PPE 
From our Idea of Right, as ariſing «from the 
Law of Nature, it appears, that no Right can 
be oppoſite to the Good of the Publiclæ ; and vice 
verſad, whatever taken with all its Circumſtances 
and Conſe neceſſarily * to this and, : 
muſt be right. 


ä 


it en. ny. 


CORTE rowdy limited Monarchies, when the 
:  Governour's Power is nor fufficient in ſome parti- 
cular Caſes to ſecure the State from Slavery, ariſes 
his Right to go beyond the Limits fix by the 
- Conftuution;* — uſe the whole Force of the 
State for its own Preſervation.” | Ex ZEA MESS OW 

And for the fame: Reaſon che People bsw 


Right to re · aſſume their Power, and to 
put themſelves, i on the Will of the 
Governour, under the Command of  ſoifle One of 


their -own- t, for the more f 
fence of their Liberties, and the 8 
Government. Provided ſuch Acts are never > 
drawn into Precedent but in Cafes of the like en- 
1 Neceſſity. y. 
ö 
great to over - ballance vils 
— Pevery Graco from an Act of Arbi- 
trary Power in the Governour on the one hand, 
2 ˙ IR 
And ere ſuch violent Meaſures — — | 
— — will 
attend? an. Overthrow or PT of the Con- | 
„ rot what has been faid flow, in the nature of 
 _— Ts 
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conſequently prefix neque y their Juſt- 
3 —— meaſured by their Agree- 


ment or . e en ins 


I. If che uu ens e 
on the — the People, it cannot be em- 
el FF 


1 SUMMARY » of | 
| 1 ould. And if 
Power, either in the making or 
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1 FR "all ſuch Power being uſurped, 
ation founded in Injuſtice. 
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to'the-acbirrarily-caking away the Life or Liberty 
of — becaſe ach  Þ ym onging 


here the free Uſe of it ĩs deſtrutive of the 
—_ Te and Happineſy he aaa i. e. of 


v. {may py 


Actions as are the occaſions of Advantage or Diſ- 
e to Society, ſo here it ends. For the 
Authority of Governours is confin'd to the Re- 
hap Rand.in to Society; and their Relation 
ef being Guardians of the Subjefts Proper- 
ties ; een, they have no Right to inter- 
in any Matters but eee a is kel 
CGE nem . CE 3 DEED 
. That 55 Authority of ths 5 
. the Liberty of the Subject, or the Prince's 
Power and Subjects Obedience both _ _ nd 
are both limited by the ſame End. +. 
_ + Secondly, That in Caſes where dhe Ge e 
| a no Right t 5 | 


: under 


Laws as does not ariſe to — — 
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fans cams ne 
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© hore 3 
A — | 


the Subject can be 
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e eee pay Obedience ths 
Goyemour fas no Right to require it. whe Ip | 
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from the Ead of 
from 


g * — to Prop. 6. necef- 
that every individual Member conſent 

for his to have ſuch a Power as 

will in all Caſes enable him to provide for the 

| Exigencies of Govemment. | 
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Ax ron H. A Poſterior Right ceaſes to de 
ons; when inconſiſtent with a Prior. wit ca ARIES 
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Ax roh III. So far as his Will is uncoricern'd 
in any Action, ſo far the Agent is not anſwerable 
for the Conſequences which attend it; and conſe- 
Rom. he is not accountable for any Actions bat 
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All Children have a natural Right or Claln/up- | 
on their Parents for a Maintenance till they come 
to be of Years capable of providing for reg 
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= _ASUMD ＋ 
ſelres This we deore 
alle che two e $i 

We have ſeen above, chat every: e na- 
: - _ Right in his own Life and Happineſs ; and, 
| this; a ode ban Bag to moleſt or injure either 

5 to deprive him of them. 
nuly, Aince there cannot be contrary 
Rights, It. follows, that no War wude ar 
ried on by both Sides. 

But — whence the Conquerors — — over 
a Conquered ariſes, and how far it extends over 
thoſe that are related to them either by Nature or 
Compact, ſuch as Children and Wives, or Fellow- 
Citizens and Subjects, is a Queſtion though not 
eaſily, yet neceſſary to be decided, in order that 
the One may know the Extent. of his Power, and 
the Other in — 9 degree his Liberty is reſtrain d. 

1 know it is more uſual for the former to meaſure 
their Right by the Succeſs-which follows their 
„ by the Rules of-. Juſtice or publick 
But Conqueſt can never alter the eſ- 
ſential Difference. betwixt Gdod and Evil, or take 
aff Mens Obligation to promote the one, and ab- 
ſtain from the other. 1 will always con- 
tinue to be what it is, and Mens Obligation to 
1 ene But. t come be | 
„ 
By Prop. 8. * rv. Een Attempt i in A to 
take away B's Life or Liberty ſubjects his own to 
| _ the Will and Power of B conſequently ſo long 
s he continues ſuch an Attempt, i. e. uſes Force 
againſt B, ſo long B has a Right ta deſtroy him. 
And this holds als in reſpect of every Attempt 
do keep by Force what is acquired by Fraud and 

Rapine, It being agreeable to Corel, of Axiom 4. 

Ser. iv. that the Lives and Properties of the 

«Innocent be prefer'd to thoſe of the . 
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But when Force ends, B's 
to take away: his Life ends alſo. e 
others have indeed, by Prop. 6. and the following 


Corallary, a Right to call him to account, and to 


r for his Nannen 
1 8 Fon - 

And as the Conquero! s Power extends not to 
1 taking away the Lives of the Con- 
quered, ſo neither does it to the putting them into 
24 Condition worſe than Non; exiſtence: For we 
—— 


ided by the Law of Nature in all par- 
for h human Laws are only enforce- 
ments of it) and her fundamental Leſſon is, that 
all; if eee be preſerv d, and that all be pre- 
ſerv'd in as happy and ſecure a Situation as poſ- 
ſible. Conſequently ſhe ſubjects not the Con- 
— 


When we conſider that the Bulk of the Con- 


( quered (who generally confiſt of Perſons in low 
Life, and conſequently for the moſt»part happen 


to be the greateſt reve) ee hee of 


Choice, but by Compulſion, there ſeems leſs Rea» 


ſon for the Conqueror's Severity: And' in: ſuch „ 


- Caſes his Behaviour and Conduct ought rather to 
n and Compaſſion, than 
and Revenge. * or ĩt is unreaſonable that 
* ſhould ſuffer for the Caprice or Am- 
bin _ — — — Go Pap 5. Sror. Iv. 
ol. 1. - SECT. Iv. it appears, 
that the Conqueror muſt — Boiter ties 
_ the Conquered, as to ſubject them to Labour and 
Drudgery till ſuch time as an Equivalent be made 
him for the Expences he has been at, and the 


Hazards he has undergone ee 
and en wp Rtg N 


3 : z l.... 7˙ | wo 
-B 1 THT "4 3 A1 3 2 4 . . 7 $1 —— 2 a> 24 


— > 


Lis 1 : I 4 | * And 


PF 


% 


— 


luntarily contributed to the 


A thoſe of the * 
Nation who neither actually d. | 
Werz; it being by 


Axiom. reaſonable, that every Being be a | 
able for his own Actions, and thoſe n. 
- + Beſides, when Men are born naturally: Free 9 5 
an Governments are in reſpect of each other) Con- 
ſent, and that only, can give others a Right of 
Dominion over them. See Coral. g. Propofrtiott 4. 
Scr. vn. Conſequently no Conqueror, as: ſuch, 
has any Power over the Lives and Liberties of che 
Innocent, their Wives and Children r 
And as the Conqueror's Power ee 
che Lives and Liberties of thoſe who neither aſ- 
fiſted in, nor concurr'd to the War againſt him; 
ſo neither does it reach their Eſtates. For, as they 
had done nothing that could forfeit their Title to 
them, it can only be transfer d by nt. 
—— ien 
The a to ma up 
his Damages out of the Conquered's Effects, yet 
as this Right is ſubordinate (by Axiom 1. Srcr. 
vii.) to that natural Right which Children (by 
Prop. 1. Ser. vi.) have for a maintenance from 
their Parents, it cannot take place of it, nor con- 
ſequentiy be ſatisfy d before it: And conſequentiy 
the Childrens Rights cannot be forfeited or can- 
celled by any miſcarriages of their Parents, And 
the Wife has a Right in her Husband's Eſtate 
as well as her Children; for ſhe-muſt have a Right 
to. what: ſhe has * by Labour or Induſtry. 
Beſides, when the Husband and Wife come toge- 
ther, they generally — (See De- 
Anition of Marriage, Saar. v.) give each other a 
Ta 3 in their Eſtates ; and, if fo, the 
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Ben | Conſent 


e without the 


N Chis Wiſe; nk when he has dome vo- 


ee e Eben the Wiss 
Nüghts are ſatisſied ; not before: 
ZBecauſe the Children: Rights are founded in Na- 
ture, and conſequently cannot be cancel d. And 
'rhe Right of the Wife in prior > Ro Greg, 
and as ſuch mult cake; place of it. 
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"nit no Right | 
- the Eſtates of thoſe, who neither usd nor con- 
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of te bopg; of MASTERS and 


SERVANTS. 
B Perſon 

upon certain Conſiderations 
binds himfſcif-ro do the Will and Pleaſure of an- 
other, ane TR TER rs 
I . F 


Er e him 8 ; 
certain time - for ſomet which- ſball be. thought 
ae rf mag, wes args in 
Effects of his Labour, See Prop. 2. Ster. rv. 
rr 


Daina. e aw 


8 1 * * 


pert Frog wie Uſe PRE AYE (See Prop. 
the following Corgilary, Srer. Tv.) ſo if 

it with B B for Wages, and B accepts 

| Terms, no Injury is done to the 

= Scher of them 1 er chene bene l 
e CE 7 0 no hide. £3 

1 ages, —— wo be under a | 
fort of Neceſſity to do it. Mens Circumſ 


| | and Situation-in-Life abſolutely require ſuch an 


xe of Offices. | orien 


2 "4 II. „ 
Subordination to their Maſters. For he that ſerves 
another muſt by the Feruu ny YES i. e. \ inferior 
nee N 3 


Pu or. III. This e 5 and” Authority of: the 

| Maſter extend; 10 the obliging bis Servant to all ſuch 

Alion as the Maſter has 4 Right to by Bargain. 
For, if Contracts were not binding, there could 

be neither publick Faith nor Credit; and without 

theſe Mankind cannot nn 000 Kar 11. 
| e Vere 18 
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Pro IV. 6 

ing the Servant 10 all ſuch Adtiuns as the Maſter 
= C 
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— gent in their - Maſters B 


binding lore of Tees} md Hine 


i. e. by the nature of the Contract, to obey. his 


Maſter, the Maſter can have no right tc Crack 


1 or, i . 
aan. on TY : 


oa, Asthe Authority of the Maſter 
and the Obedience of the Servant ariſes from the 


-Comwatt- -betrwixt them, ſo ſuch” Authority and 


-Obedience varies according to the difference of 
theſe Contracts. And conſequently ſuch Action 
Ne A re cr IT" 


COROL. 2. Hence Maſters have no right 
to oblige their Servants to any Ape Soups to 
divine Will and Order; and, if they ſhould be ſo 


8 wicked as to require it, Servants are not to obey 
| chem, fince no human Authority can exempt a 
Man from the Obligations he'is laid under by the 


| Penn Maſter and Governour of the Whole. 
And ſince human Laws are ſu to the Com- 
mands of private Men, ſo Maſters have no right 


| FV pro- 


: * 


| Baa v. e ah Fer. cy Ali 
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agreed with B to give him his Labour and Time 
in lieu of Wages and Maintenance, it would be as 
unjuſt in A to miſ- apply that Time, or Is 
that Labour, which by agreement are B's, 
would be in B to keep back from A thoſe Way - 
£ R 3 and which, when the 
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diniſes can bind but what are both made and 
| el voluntarily, ſo in Caſes where the Serv- 
ant has not conſented either  expreſly or tacitly, 


For when A has 


. : has a ſtrict rig 
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their Affairs in a manner wholly to their, — 5 
and place a greater Confidence in them than in 


And as Maſters. commit . 8 


any 1 77 therefore they ought to be careful. of 


the T ſt a ſed * the * 8 5 n 7 . 
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8 Per. VL Servants bave the fame right 4% 
their Wages, and what is theirs by Agreement, as. 
Maſters have 10 their Labour. iſe all Mo- 
tives to Labour would be taken. away, and the 
Current of Benefits would be e as above. 
Conſequently Maſters are under equal Obligations 
with e to | 1 nar what e owe to os: 


Por, VII. e to 3 Serv. 
ants with Tenderneſi and Preys Poſitive Rights 
and Duties are ſubordinate to thoſe laid in Nature, 
7. e. proceeding from the primary Will of the 
- Deity, and conſequently theſe latter muſt be fa- 
_ tified before them: But we are commanded. 
the Deity to concur with him in his purſuit of a 
common Happineſs; and, if fo, we ſtand in the 
relation of means of Happineſs to others, i. e. thex 
have a right to an Endeavour in us to promote 


| their Happineſs; conſequently no ſituation in Life 


can exempt a Man from the prior Obligation he 
zs under to promote the Happineſs of his Fellow- 
Creatures, 7. e. can cancel their right to his good 
"> * Ly conſequently. to Te: ug'd Kindly" ang 
nt mn. „ 
Th N. Maſter's Authority is neither greater nor 
leſs than what the Contract affords him, i. e. than 
What che Servant conſented he ſhould have over 


Nane Nie. bag 
= . his wn ae give another 
a Right to treat him ruggedly, and with Severi 

arts no 8 has ſuch a Right. bs 
When Maſters are humane and benevolent to 
 thejr Servants, they tread the ſteps of their Cres 
ator, and imitate him in his chiefeſt Excellency, 

and what he moſt defires to be imitated in. 
There is one more Duty incumbent on Maſters, - 
which they in a particular manner are obliged to 
diſcharge, and that is to inſtruct their Servants in 
the great and fundamental Principles of Religion; 
becauſe thoſe who act in low Life art generally | 
ignorant and illiterate : Their little Knowledge is 
moſtly- confined to things within their own Pro- 
vince : If their natural Parts ſhould be good, they 
ſtill want Opportunity to exert and improve them. 
And, as they are more immediately dependent 
upon their Maſters than the reſt of Mankind, tis 

not merely the effect of Kindneſs, but their Duty, 

to teach them the ſeveral Branches of Virtue, with 

the Grounds and Reaſons of their Obligation. 
And Maſters will be ſure to find their Intereſts in 

it; for the more religious they are, the better 
Servants they will make; more diligent and care- 
ful and honeſt in their Maſters Bufineſs : And 
therefore they ſhould endeavour tho? not for their 
Servants fake, yet for their own, to produce in 
them a ſtrong and affecting Senſe of their Obli- 
gation to follow Virtue, and abſtain from Vice. 
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1 — ol ens U. Tha Deing' 18 faid to be ultimately 
happy, the Sum of whoſe Happineſs exceeds 4 
Sum of his Miſery ; for when the whole Amount 
of Miſery is ſubſtracted from that of Happineſs, 
the Remainder is pure Happineſs; and a Man is 


ſaid to be happy by ſo e as 8 nl 
; Foun over-ballances his in 


| -COROL. Conſequently Exiſtence . be 
4 entirely indifferent ro him whoſe e ond _ 
5 0 r e 8 "> 8 


<li oM III. . 
poſſeſ' in any one determinate part of a Crea- 


ture's Exiſtence, is of equal value with the ſame 
degree of Happineſs poſſeſs d in any other part 
of his Exiſtence ; the Rejoyment at any one . 
ticular time makin 8 it neither e nor 8 

at another.. 


CoO ROI. H * the degree ie forms 
a 2 part of a Man's Exiſtence, it is matter 
of perfect indifferency in whatever period of Life 
be eo nn preventive of no other 


Hap- 


. * 1 RL TxON. my : 


ſs : And conl; ly to enjoy a degree 


uy Har 


e to ne chat is Laid. 


PRIOR IV. . N of Rea. 


nn poſſible Hap- 


pineſs, he uſes it beſt, who y the application of 


it enjoys a Happineſs equal in Quantety to what 
theſe Powers could poſſibly 


produce. 
Since Man's Happineſs ariſes from the 1 . 


tary Contributions of other Beings to it; (See 
Ariom 5. SECT. 111.) And, ſince no other Being, 


is mention d in Axiom 1. Sac r. x. therefore it muſt 
ariſe from à conformity of Actions te- his Will, 


i. e. from the obſervance of theſe Truths deſcrib dd 


in the foregoing! Sections, becauſe theſe are en- 
Join d e ogg whoſe Will can never con- 
tradict itſ . 

And if a Man obſerves and practiſes the fore- 
going Duties, he cannot fail of thoſe 
he owes to himſelf; for, without previouſly doing 
theſe, he will not be able to ee ee To 


ee e 


. x 


NET NS 


* I. Aan 
Carol. 6. SECT. Iv. 


bim into Being, and made ſuitable Proviſion 
his continuance in it, it/is his Will that he pre- 


ſerve hin Exiſtence Mill fuch time as ins hin fl 
| ſhall be pleaſed to make ſome alteration in the 


manner of it, either by — rr 
bh the working of natural Cauſes. 


S - Prop. II. For the ſame Reafon that the Deir 


 obliges every Man to preſerve himfelf in Exiſtence, 
tera bs Duty: t0-endeavour. Jo lates 


E | | | | _ bappy 


unlimitec in duration i OM. 


beſides the Deity, can confer ſuch «He. 


Since alſo the Deity ht 
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pe pſi fr e , „The Chester 


da we means in his er e 5 
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| Government of his Reaſon.” 
for Happineſs, and had Reaſon given him to con- 


dust Ne to it, he W to make it his Guide, i c. | 


be ſubjeRt to it; 80 
We ſou alſo; that che Web born ef Beings 


beneath us inviolably obſerve the Laws of a 
Being is ſolely 
obnoxious to the Laws of Gravitation ; a ſenſitive 


reſpective Natures 3 an inanimate 


Creature is 'wholely governed by Senſe, oo 


9 — and cun =} 
— — we may 


be his . 
N ht It was _ de Been of the Author of 
Nature, that every Being ſhould be governed in a 
way peculiar to the mode of its Exiſtence. And, 
if ſo, a rational Creature ſhould at all times ap- ; 


in a rational Dreſs ; his Actions and Beha- 
 viour/ſhould be all ler i. c. conſpire to the 
of univerſal Happineſs 3 otherwiſe 


be inverts the Order God has eftabliſh'd/in_his 


Saaten d robs the Whole of a Pan of in 
Happineſs. 5 6 *n 


ROL. 1e vo Mn en to indulge | 
any. Paſſion, Appetite, ot Affection to the im- 


3 in „ * of 


„ 


We 4 


was, chat Exiſtence ſhould be a Blefing 3 
— all Beings made capable of IS nod 5 
pine is, 8 that every — 


8 * 
2 * 


--COROL. Hence Ged bes es — „ 
| Man to be the Guardian of his own Life and 
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. PROVE r 8 >. N. N #2 x * 2 * 
f 


Pn or. II, May . to nes 
For as Man was made 


, y ' 
. ann amd cc as cc. 


Natura MM 229. 


Aion; becauſe whoever does ſo, r 
bit | for afing kis Fan ice ore: 3 


1 A TY IW. i Man muſt he "careful in the FTE 
net 5 2 of Body and Mind, 2 We in 
nder ſtanding, perfetting his Judgment, 

2 51 Ty may be able ta form ugh Eb Notions of 
ings, and. - he juſt Condaion om their tenden= 


| Gs ts Happincl or Miley, . This, I fay, « Man 


ought to do, if he would have his Tenor of a&- 
ing conformable to the ſeyeral Truths demon- 5 
| ſtrated above. Beſides, if to be ignorant of thaſe 
things in which we are any way concerned be a 
Diſa vantage to us, eſpecially when ſuch s Kone . 
ledge will either procure or prevent the a 
hended Good or Evil; then the removal 1 
Ignorance, wholely or in part, 335 by the terms 
be an Advantage to us; and proportionally ſo, 
as the matter in which we are thus ignorantly in- 
tereſted is of greater or leſs Importance. to us. 
But if, we be not able to do this, as many in low 
Lie are not, . we muſt deſire the Information of 
ſuch as are both ready and able to give us their 
Aſſiſtance : And afterwards we ſhould endeayour 
to l e e our * 


By. WR 
ae — — 3 


| Por P, v. W e 
attach Bimſelf to any particular way of atting,. but 
what ultimately. tends io. his Happineſs, For we ſee 
that things. originally nauſeous do by frequent uſe 
become palatable and delightful ; = ſuch is the 
Nature of Habits, that when once contracted 
are not eaſily broke thro'. The Will, chat Self. 
motive Principle, loves not to leave the Track ſhe 
has been accuſtom' d to, but delights to go over ir 
again. Hence ariſes the ety of gan" 


7 
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Hurſelves to the Paths of Virtue 
Communication with Vice, leaſt by the repetition 
of ſuch Acts, Vice at I hoon * | 
We become 1 its | 8 


tick Career, are too 
extricable Difficulties, hence altes the Neceſſity of 
curbing them, and keeping them in due ſubjection 


to Reaſon by Abſtinence, and the like wholefome, 


* avoiding all. 


Slaves. 


© COROL. Since Meret notched in 


cho? at firſt ſever 50 Laws of Mortification. Hence 
op > ae bertain 8 ſer 9 2 8 OR 


8 . VI. acquire furh Hobi, 5 
be bimſelf Ly in fag gr 4 2 of Body, and 
frame of 22 21 fo be ready on all becaſions to diſ- 


5 char e the ſeveral Duties be owes to all other Beings. 


the Reaſon is, that, being thus prepared and 


; 8 habited, he can with more Eaſe and Pleaſure 
anſſwer all the great ends and ay ry of Being, 


and fatisfy the Claim which God and and his * 


I Creatures have . hirn. 


Por. VvIL Laith, ae ab 55 . | 
elf eaſy and ſatisfy'd in 5 Station in which his own 


: Choice, or .the general allotment f God bas placed 
3 and patiently ſubmit to theſe Evils and Trials 
. Chicks in 0 ſituation ſeem to he unavoidable. 
he Neceſſity of ſuch a Diſpoſition of Mind, to- 
5 her with the reaſonableneſs of i 15 "0 we more 


idly © confider'd by and by. 35 


r the above · mentiom d e flow the | 
Four great Duties or ITY of the Law of Na- 
Lune 9 Self. „ 
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5 | Natomas Abi 0s. 10 5 
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1. Prudence, e our 9 he beſt 


| Aer fr 1 _ d mah ſing 


Sg 


1 L 8 which conſiſts. in our 3 


f 3 — in a manner beſt conſiſtent with the Sta- 
tion and Circumſtances we are in; or, the 


ment of fuch a Portion of things of this Warid a s 


Os 10 our Capacities, © 


II. ue < which-is 4 5 or * EY of 
7 emperance) which denotes a regular and orderly gr a» 


fication of our concupiſcible Afections; or a- grati- 
Ts them in à manner moſt We! to! te . 


ppineſs of the Ii bole. 
"M the laft Propoſition are Founded the two 


great Dutics of private Life, Contentment and Paw 
tence, or, if you pleaſe; Furtitude; the former 


being a voluntary refigning- up \ ourſclyes- to the 


Will of God, and being perky 295 with 
| the/Condition we arc in. as : 


1 


AV. Puder denotes oup 3 Gab Conflancy 


A _ Calmneſi of Mind fuch Affttions as Fe Circum- | 


* of our Being ſubject us 16. 
The Neceſſity — Reaſonableneſs of this Duty | 


1 wth: appeat from the following Obſervations. | 
1. The Parts of this Syſtem are ſo connected 


with one another, that the ſame Actions will ne 


_ ceſſarily produce the ſame Effects ; which cannot 


be prevented without a Suſpenſion of the Laws of 
Nature, and a breaking in upon the Conſtitution 
of the World: And conſequently, in a Syſtem 


framed as conſtitared a as this m * are 0 
| muſt — 
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ſiuffert is owing to the Acts of others, which affect. 
bim either immediately or conſequentially ; and. 
conſequently are the Effects of that Liberty with - 
which human Beings are endow'd, and which as 
 fach cannot be prevented r eee 
„and the univerſal Law of Liberty, + 
3. The other Evils which Man ſuffers — 
eee ee his own. Powers 3 and, with re- 
Ke to theſe, he has no Reaſon to complain z ſee- 
he himſelf is the Cauſe of then, SOL therefor 
an werable for them. CEN 
No it is an undoubted Truth, That's we ke. 
do rcd all Mikey, when. we can do. it. in a man- 
ner not. inconſiſtent with a greater future Ha 
neſs, or introductive to ſome-/prepollent Ell. 
And eee ſince we rare in a great meaſure 
5 of — and of our own Actions, 
. ag. er W fuch Evite ir 
be — EG =} 
at, Y 
from the Frame 2 ſtitution of Nature, we 
may obſerve ly, That, when Men addreſa 
themſelves to God in a manner ſuitable to their 
Condition and Relation to him, the divine Good- 
neſs gives them Reaſon to conclude that he not 
only may, but actually has, on ſome particular 
Occaſions, ſo order d warten egy their * 


ſhall be granted. 
But, * to all 1 ations of Succeſs 


How our Prayers, we are in Reaſon obliged to 


enquire whether the Object of our r ta- - 


pable of being effected, or not. 


as ne; 3 and the 8 a ay 8 


Now we are certain that God will do. — Y 
thing that makes for the univerſal Happineſs of 


ES = 
— Wo 


22 chat not the leaft) of the Evils which -j 


ge, n A 74:11 133 
EY Wi 26 the more eligible it is ro him. And con- 
1 e 3 28 is PEO with 6s che 
3 its 1 3 ; 
- >". new Ne 0 Men-eonfidered : as. Nen, the 
1 els of the greater Number will always be 
3 _— to that of the leſs : And, if fo, it is un- 
- Sable” to expect that He ſhould anſwer the 
| Petitions of one or two Individuals, to the preju- ; 
den el greater -Bodics.of Men. TN. af 
From whence we may obſerve zthly, That when 4 
2 the Object of Prayer is poſſible, and our Petition 
is drawn into a Form, and addreſs'd in a manner, 
and with a degree of earneſtneſs expreſſive of our 
CE and ſuitable to the importance of the 
: d for, we may reſt ſatisfled, that, if 
f 1 od foros us, he has fo adjuſted me” 
2 of this jock that our Requeſts * 
b heard and anſwered. _ : 
- But when the Conditions required on our fide 
| are perform'd, and yet God with holds from us 
the thing we applied to him for, we have in ſuch _ 
Caſes ſtrong Reaſons to conclude, that it is beſt 
upon the whole: for us to be without it : or that our 
preſent. Condition, taken. with- the Circumſtances 
and Conſequences an Habit or Frame 
of Mind which acquieſces in the diſpenſatioꝶs of 
God, is preferable to what we — him ſor: 
And conſequently that upon a Principle of Good- 
neſs he would refuſe us it. For it is contradictory 
to ſuppoſe that God, who is infinitely wiſe, ſhould 
 with-hold Favours from any of his Creatures, 
which they may enjoy conliſtenty with the Good 
of the Whole; and which by e 
have A ſhemſelre fore. 1 
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e "As not remove from us the 
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| ns move the Deity, who, conſider'd as an un- 


changeable Being, is er of being mov- ' 


"ed, as it is to fit and j ualify the Petitioner 
00 = his Rs NE what e 
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/ When v we are ſink kn quid Fe 8 . 1 Cod 
vils we labour un- 
der, it is then both our Duty and our Intereſt to 


: bear them with calmneſs and fereni 3 . 
It is our Duty, becauſe the Will of 


that we patiently ſubmit to that State . 


dus Geber it be) which our own Choice or his 
Providence hath ſettled us in- And that i it is our 
Intereſt is evident from hence, viz. that as ſuch a 
tkieſignation of ourſelves to the Will of God is a 
3 ſubmitting to the ways of his Provid- 
ence, as juſt and reaſonable, it muſt neceffarily 
render us acceptable to him, and conſequently en- 
5 title us to Favour and Reward from him. 


No leſs tendency indeed has this ſobmilhve 


| frame of Mind'to our prefent than to-our future 
_ Happineſs: Such an evenneſs of Soul in every 


change of Condition, and thro? every ſucceſſive 


| Series of Affairs, mules us look on things beneath 


us with an eye of Indifferency: It raiſes us almoſt 


above the impreſſion of things external, and makes 
dur Deſires ſuit with our Circumſtances, when we 
. cannot make our Circumſtances ſuit with our De- 


fires; and fo brings our Happineſs in a great mea- 


ſure within our Power; it being demonſtrable, 
That we are more or leſs happy, as our Hap- 
- & pineſs is more * "oy dependent on Exter- 
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If to theſe Obſcryations we ſubjoin the followi 
: 5 1 they will gas _ * of 
— this Duty ſtill more reaſonable. 3 ; 


POL we did des eb be det ws 88 
a againſt God, either by doing what we ought not 
to do; or not doing what we ought to do; and 
conſequently that we give him a Right to puniſh 
us; who notwithſtanding is pleafed to wave the 
Exerciſe of. that Right, and to forbear the Pu- 
niſnment which he might in Juſtice inflict upon 
us; did but we, I 1 conſider this, we could 
not but, in return for ſuch Mercy and Long: ſuf- 
fering, ſtruggle wich Patience thro* thoſe Evils 
which befall us either by the natural courſe of 
things, or which he, for certain wiſe and good 
| Ends, ſhall be pleaſed to viſit us with ; and which, 
tho grievous at preſent, ſhall be mort i in their 
Guration, and their W nal we OO hols | 


"It No Ole has any Reaſon to tc 
of Life, or be weary of ho Condition, the Sum 
of whoſe Happineſs exceeds that of his Miſery, 
| becauſe Exiſtence upon the whole is a Bleſſing to 

him, and what he connot but eſteem. as an object 

of Choice: But if we compare our ances 
with the Comforts and Conveniences we have en- 
joy'd, and Mill continue to enjoy, we ſhall find 


theſe latter much mote numerous, and Life wiftein 


all its Hardſhips to be * Thus much with 
regard to Patience. S 


Fortitude confi 77 in neh Wa with the 
Croffes and Adverſities of Life, and in fret wb : 
"ig jurmount them by fuch 2 as interfere not 


5 the Haypn 1 . ee, encroach upon 1 
7 2 . ol bers z but, when this lies 


N bn of our. Power, it denotes our bearing them with 


4 manly Patience, and beroick Conſtancy of Mind. 


This ſeems to be the utmoſt Height of Perfection 


Which Man in his preſent Circumſtances is capable 


of: For in this he, as it were, reſembles his Maker, 


and becomes allied to the Deity. And this . Mp 
geſts a Reaſon why God oftentimes afflicts - 
and virtuous Men wich the greateſt Diſappoint- 
ments, and Virtue is made to recoil upon herlelf ; 
viz. for the Exerciſe of their Patience, that 3 
may acquire ſuch an Habit and Frame of Mind, as 
will fit and prepare them for an Heavenly State E 
becauſe the more Men conform to the divine Will, 
the greater reliſh they have for Heaven ; and _ 
conſequently the more ready they are for it, it 
being impoſſible to enjoy. Heaven without an hea- 
. wenly Appetite 3 but more of this in the twelfth 

Section. And thus we have done with _- TOs 
| 8 owes to 8 | 


4 e 10 the Creator.” IV 
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* Worſhip we mean 3 el g their heir 
acknowledgment of "the Belief at 
and his governing the World. ; their pray- 


ing to him for ſuch things as they want 3 e 5 


praiſing him for what they have PA + 
Przor L God is to be worſhipped. There are 


ſame who found the Creator's Right of Worſh _ 


on his Power and Sovereignty over Manki 
and argue oe it in the following 
Rig 0 God, ſa 4 
ight to the 
5 if ſo, then no Creature in any period of its 
Exiſtence can with-hold ſuch Services from his 


manner. 
they, as Creator, has an underived 


Creator without breaking in upon his Right. Con- 


ſequently an univerſal Obedience is at all times 
due from the Creature to its Creator ; and, if due, 


then neceſſary to be expreſs'd by ſome outward | 


Sign, i. e. it is neceſſary that Men regulate their 


Behaviour i in ſuch a manner, as to be declarative 


of it: For without frequent acknowledgments of 
| God's Preſence with us ; of his Greatneſs and 
Sovereignty over us 3 and his Goodneſs and Mu- 


nificence to us; the Senſe. of our Obligation to 


him would by degrees grow languid, and 
1 72 loſe all its Influence over us. | 


2. As God is the Preſerver and Governour of 275 
the World, la has « Power we 4. nd fg + 
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. Relation . Man w GOD, & that of ; 


a Deity, 


ves and Services of his Creatures 3 5 
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"2 SUMMARY of 


6 ml waited Beings (all ſuch as are conſcious of weir \ 


| Origination from him) ſtand obliged to pay him 
SY ww 1 ind Obedience as is correſpondent 
& For Obedience paid to Authority juſtly 
e ought e. de 1d to the Extent 
of it: But God's Power, in conjunction with his 
| _ other Attributes, being abſolutely perfect, the 
Obedience paid to it ought to be the ſame. But 
linde a finite Being can never pay Obedience and 
Adoration ſuitable to the Excellency of an infinite 
wy therefore he is to do it in the beſt manner be 
| For tho? we cannot worſhip him in a manner 
faitable to what he is, yet, ſince we are obliged 
do do it, we are therefore obliged to do it in che 
beſt manner we can. 
As to Prayer; The Confitleration of our ab- 
A r on God for what we are and 
have, and for the Supply of ſuch things as either 
dur Neceſſities or Conveniences call for, obliges 
us to be conſtantly making our Prayers and Ad- 
Ureffes to him: for we have no Reaſon to e 
| them of God, unleſs we firſt ask them of him. 
As to Praiſe and Thankſgiving ; Since what 


ve have no Title to we have no Right to demand, 


therefore we can have no Claim upon God cither 
for Tuch things as we want, or the continuance of 
. thoſe we already enjoy; conſequently we muſt be 
wholely indebred to him for them; and if Debtors, 
we ſtand in Reaſon obliged to diſcharge that Debt, 
or we are obliged to make him the beſt Returns 
De can for them, i. e. we ought to be thankful, 

feeing that is all we can do. 

8 54 not to inſiſt on theſe Arguments, I ſhall 
prove che Neceſſity of religious Worſhip from the 
good Conſequences which attend it; i. e. from its 


: 7 to produce” in our Minds ſach a Ny 
anc 


e LiG1on. 139 


> "die Sd of eee 
as will expreſs itſelf in a proper Influence upon our 


Paſſions, and in a ſuitable Behaviour cowards our 
Fellow- Creatures; which Habit or Frame of Mind 


alone can render us lovely Creatures in the ſight 
of a lovely Creator, who deſires that our Love 
and Gratitude to him may be manifeſted in a ten- 
der and affectionate Concern for the Good and 
Welfare of our dependent Brethren. To benin 
. therefore 5 
Religion is a neceſſiry Step to Happinek, or, 
without Religion Men cannot be happy; becauſe 
a ſtrict and univerſal obſervance of the Duties 
proper to rational Beings produces univerſal Hap- 
pineſs; and an univerſal Neglect or Breach uni- 
verſal Miſery. Conſequently, whatever tends to 
make Men more religious, tends, of — to 
make them more happy. 
Now Worſhip ſeems to be the only means that 
can keep up in Mens Minds a Senſe of God and 
| Religion 3 and conſequently the only means to 
ſecure the Tranquillity and Well being of Man- 
kind. For in every Act of Worſhip we own God 
to be the Creator, Preſerver, and Governour of 
the World; that we are indebted to him for 
good thing we enjoy for the Supply of of thoſe 
we ſtand in need of; and no rational Being can 
poſſibly profeſs to believe this, without being ſuit- 
ably affected by it. The apprehenſion of God's 
being always ſo preſent with us, as to be intimately 
conſcious of what we think, ſpeak, and act, makes 
us ſhudder at the thoughts of thinking, ſpeaking, 
or acting any thing with which he may be offended. 
_ —The Senſe of his Infinity and Reernity; of his 
Power and Majeſty, of his Intelligence and Wiſ⸗ 
dom raiſes in us the „ 


Fear _ fee os 
Truſt and Confidence in him. 


and Gratitude. Thus are we affected wih the 
 Canlideration/of- what Cod -is in himſelf .and.-.. 


_ God's Being and Majeſty; of his — Supre: 
macy, and Dominion over all Things; it . 
un of our Obligations to him e 
Things we enjoy: And as we kno we cannot 
ie him to give. us chem, ſuch a Senſe,of ur 
Dependency on him will neceflarily. produce Re- 
ſolutions in us of «Sing in ach kae 
8 al —.— be Dei drnowiedge, 

7 8 eity, we a ow 8 
have no Right to the Benefits he confers on us 
but chat they wholly proceed from his good WII 
and Pleaſure, and conſequently that he may chuſe 
whether he will beſtow them or not ; the Con: 
ſciouſneſs of which will excite in us a Defire of _ 
rendering ourſelves ſuitable objects of his Favour . 


and Kindneſs, by doing all luch Things as . 


judge agreeable to his Will. os 
rom hence we are furniſh'd ith, an — 
to thoſe who demand, That tho? God, as Creator, 
has a Right to oblige his Creatures to ſuch: Ao 
as he pleaſes ; yet what End can a Being, wink 
Happineſs is complete, have in requiring 6: ==" Hh 
Reverence, and Prayer at his Cs Hands ? 
Is he the better for being worſhi ? Or can he 
be more glorious by being glorify d? Ot does he 
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Dodge produce che moſt lively Senſe ws 4 Lore E 5 


what in Regard to his Creatures, . - 5 5 * 
A to Prayer, ii be conſider as the , 8 
of a Creature to its Creator; it-naturally en 
to poſſeſs us with an awful and becoming Saule 3 1 5 


want the ä of Men to be hör d of hes 5; = 
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| ency Selle Exerciſe of thi importane Dory 


PL ws boch in Reaſon and Fact to draw Men by 


ts 0 4 cloſer Imitation of the divine Per- 


58 dong, they might eafily ſec they had no Foun- 


dation for ſuch Odjections; for, in every ſuccecdl. 
8 Antercourſe. with the Deity, we have freſh 
- Enforcements and Motives to write after — 8 
e be tender and compaſſionate to the diſtreſs 


2 55 E 1 ney. a lively Senſe of God and Religion: 


el afraid of offending in in he aſt | 
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+ Fa „ 74 OE dns — publickly 
TT. Some Things are of a private Nature, others af 


+ {The former concern particular Men, 


[EN —— latter Nen in general. And as a private u- 
cetereſt demands private Endeavours and Applica- 
dio; fo a publick Intereft demands publick En- 
.* _ deavours, Se. For if private Perſons have no 


" : Reaſon ta expect private Favours, 
ES publick Capacity have publick Concerns, have no 


they 
aſk them privately of God, Perſons, who in 


_ - Reaſon eo expect. publick Favours unleſs they aſk 


. them-publickly of God. Conſequently, when Men 


- 5 ate jointliy concerned, they are obliged to join in 
due common Prayer if they would expect one 


common Benefit; and to make one common Ac- 
ment in Conſideration of Favours pub- 


|. _ _lickly received; i. 6. Men ought to pray to God, 
And to praiſe him n or there . to be : 
. apublick-worſhip. SS n 


15 2 - of es: ae 1 in worldly Affairs, and 


2. We have prov'd, that all rational Creatares 
dre obliged to worſhip the Deity : But fince ſome 


others 


ao 4$UM\ AY . 


. to underſtand the whole of their Duty; 
—— e, in Conſideration of ſuch a Deficiency, 

| ighly necffary that they be taught it by 
others, i. e. that certain Times and Places be 0 


great Branches of Morality; their ſeveral Duties 
t God, their fellow Creatures and themſelves, | 
wich the Grounds and Reaſons of t their pn oa 8 
N dong explain'd and enforced. 
© Laſtly, Mankind cannot live out of Soviery.: = 
x No Society can ſubſiſt without Religion no Reli- 
gion without ſome Eſtabliſhment, i. e. without 
certain Times, Places, and Perſons being ſet apart, 
when, where, and 1 ee ph, on Signs | 
is to be perform d. . 
Thus much in regard to Worſhip in general 
We mall now conſider the ſeveral Qualifications 
and Circumſtances to be obſerv*d in dons Act of | 
religious Worſhip. _ | 
Þ N in order to the better and mote effetual : 
way of worſhipping the Deity, the ene things 
N COL to be obſerved. | — — 2 ons 


3 10% Seioulbefr ef Mind, or an Ae to 
what is faid, or done. For if Mens Minds do 
not accompany and go along with their Words, 
ſueh Words fignify nothing, becauſe expreſſive of 
no Ideas; and a Man iu Ren Circumſtances can- 
not be ſaid to worſhip God, but more properly 
to mock him. © Conſequently, when Men worſhip 
God, they ought to do it with ſuch Seriouſneſs, 
: —— , and Devotion of Mind, as ſuits their 
| ondition 3 they ought to conſider them- 
3 onus as being what they are, and that great Being 
to rg they apply, as being wut be is: z In or 
| ry 


„„ oblig d to act in ou Liss a r 


pointed by general Conſent, for Men to hear the = | 


e Rn 81 101 0. 13 


5 : 28 * to Pray WONT ſo as to be heard rea- 


4 155 
2. A proper Time 1 Place For as all Times 


| and Places are not alike, ſome will be found more 
convenient for this purpoſe. 


than others; now 
thoſe which are the leaſt liable to diſcompoſe the 
Mind, and draw off Attention from what i is N 
are the fitteſt to be choſen. Sag y | 


3. A proper Geſture, or Motion of Body 
1 or as the Geſtures of Body with which we wor- 
ſhip the Deity flow from the "Hear: or inward Af- 
fections, ſo theſe inward Affections are heighten'd 
by ſuch outward Geſtures ; Conſequently the more 
humble and devout we are in our Worſhip, or the 
more expreſſive our Geſtures are of Humility and 


Devotion, the higher are our Affections rais d, 


and our whole Souls more diſpoſed to ove und 
9 15 En, 1 


4. If s W are obliged to Joio to- 


* 


F gether in praying to, or praiſing the Deity, ſuch 


rayer and Thankſgiving ſhould be previoully 
agreed amongſt themſelves, and digeſted into Pe- 
riods, and expreſſed by a proper Form of Worcs. 

. For, were it not fo, how could the Devotioniſts 
ſuit each other's Minds, and the Words expreſ- 
ſing them, in each Addreſs to Almighty God? 
To ſuppoſe that they know before-hand what every 
one will fay, immediately and without Conſulta- 


tion, is to ppoſe that all of them are omniſcient; 
2 8 WI no one 'of hens will hana to 
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as Dei. 90 9 4 B at firſt, and to commu 


_ cate to him a Certain degree, of Happineſs in this 
World, will induce him to communicate ſuch a 


degree to him in another, as B's Conduct and Be- 
hack ur here have qualified him for there. The 


Reaſon for his doing che latter being the ſame 


| with that for doing, the former, 


A benevolent Being will deſire to communicate : 


| Happineſs in proportion to his Benevolence; con- 
ſequently an infinitely benevolent Being, i. e. the 


Deity, will be diſpoſed to confer on all other Be- 


ings all poſſible Happineſs, or, he will produce 


the. greateſt. quantity of it. But being 5 


knowing and powerful, as well * benevolent, he 
will be ſure. to bring about whatever his Will in- 


clines him to, and is poſſible : The only Queſtion 
then is, Are-Men capable of rabfitling i in another 
State after this? Now, a change of Place, or a 


Tranſlation out of this into another State, ſeems 


no more to claſh with our natural Notions, or to 
imply a greater (nor indeed fo great) an Act of | 
Power, as the Production of all things at firſt out 


of nothing. In ſhort, either there is 4 State of 


Exiſtence after this, or there is not; if not, the 
Reafop is, becauſe God either will not introduce 


4 rornge "concerning. aprons | 
earn, en 
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Men for another State after this. 
The ſame Motive that induced 


8 de e 88 5 
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be bas 
bits and Appelites Men have ac quired bert, will me- 
For, fn 11 their Nude or Hell bereafier, | 


theſe Deſires Are ftronger 


n dees weh a State, or cannot: To ay che 


td affirm that he is a defective 


50 bit Defects cannot have place in a Being of 
lute Perfection, or All. ſufficiency. And to hy 


that he is unwilling to give Man that Happ 


? which: a Being in his Circumſtances is 3 of 


& plainly contradicts the whole Scheme 
ine Providence, as well as Creation. It re- 


—_— 


= therefore, that Man's departure out of * 


N be made his Entrance into another. SOLVE IT 


Pre "Mears Happineſt "will MER I "y 
bes Life will ariſe the afferent ways of ating 


„ accuſtomed to in this; or Huw the Ha⸗ 


- all Pleaſure flows from an agreement 
tite and Object, thoſe Ap 
be E 5 formed erer ay * nh be 5 the _ 
i. e. We acquire Ha tes of 
nevolence iti brig World, Sera e g hel 
with no Objetts to gratify them in the oxher; 
becauſe, being all made for à cominon Happineſs, 
our Happineſs moſt ultimately a Ae from, the Hap- 
pineſs- of the Whole, i. e. from the Exercife of 
betidvoledt Affections, which muſt cherefore be 
previoullf voquired in this Lie. 
ny 
rily produces Fan conſequently, . i 
bi bf es World ſuch Deſires as will 


m 


Ho means bf Gratification in the flext, we muſt 15 


neceſſit/ be tiſerable'; and proportionally G, * 
of weaker. _ © 

When Habits of Luft and Avarice, and Pr 
5 of Malice, Envy, and Hatred, mig | 
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: either n. our eee had ſabltirae. chers 
in their room, or elſe produce a Set of Objects 
correſpondent to them ; otherwiſe Pain and Tor- 
ment cannot be avoided. The Connection betwixt 
" I 3 fruſtration of Deſire and a proportionate de- 
of Miſery is fix'd and unalterable. And the 
uthor of Nature has appointed a Law to our 
| Eleflions of the ſame. Nature with thoſe which 
che material Syſtem is ſubjected to; which cannot 
be violated . deſtroying the nature of Electi - 
ons, and making Mankind other ſorts of Beings 
than they really are. And conſequentiy in ſuch a 
Situation, i. e. to be crowded with a number of 
Appetites, tearing the Mind to pieces, and draw- 
ii her, as it wefe, out of herſelf, ſerves like ſo 
many diſtin Engines to convey Miſery. J and the 
© Mind being always engaged in reſtleſs Purſuits, 
and hankering oe Objects: ſhe never can enjoy, 
. wil prove her own Totmentor. 5 92 = 


© how unqualify*dthat Man i is to taſte. heavenly Plea. 
- Targs,. whoſe: Appetites and AﬀeRtions are tied 
- and riveted purely to ſenſitive Objects; for 
2 all” Pleaſure reſults from an Agretment be- 
- Iwixt Appetite and Object, how cin & ſehſnal Ap- 
Petite reliſh ſpirtual Entertainments,” or -Malevo- 
lende the communication: of Happineſs;: or take 
. in ſeeing others happy? No more t 
© "contrary Cauſes produce the ſame 1 10 
e things (Kg the fame tendency, T ie! 
| 2 may by a W dee Metaphor be not 
8 term'd, the Norm that ' never eth, — 
* "tbe Fire bar is not 5 — For ſince cheſe will 
f upon the Mind and toſſing 
they of courſe will 55 = the anal x 1 
courſe w uce He | 
"i who are — v7 0 Wie, 


> nn 


But the Cuſe is far otherwiſe with thoſe with? | 


by; a continued repetition of benevolent Actions, 
and a conſtant perſeverance in Well- doing, are 

arrivꝰd to a proper Temper and Frame of Mind; 
for being duly fſeaſon'd to imbibe the Streams of 
Soodneſs, Knowledge, c. perpetually flowing 

from the Fountain of all Goodneſs and Truth, 
they go out of the World with all the Qualifica- 
tions neceſſary for che participation of a Heaven 
of Bliſs. And.tho? we ſhould ſuppoſe theſe Ap- 
petites to. riſe higher and higher to all Eternity, 
yet always finding adequate Objects, they would 

— no room to complain of the inſufficiency of 
the means of their Gratification, nor of the want 


8 oP degree of Happineſs Polliple.to be 2 


1 ER 2 


It may probably be Objected, that if Man's fa- 
or Miſery ariſe from his preſent 


ture 
Habits of. Vitue or Vice, then it depends not on. 


the; poſitive; Will -of - God, but on the Circum- 
ſtances and of our acting here, that we 
ſhall be happy or miſerable. hereafter and conſe- 
quently that we give up our fundamental Prin- 
cCiple, into which we maintain d that all our moral 
Acts were ultimately reſolvible, i. e. Men purſue 
Virtue, not becauſ conformable to the Will 
of God, who, —— will reward them for _ 
but becauſe.4t. muſt independently on his W 
make them happy; Happineſs being the neceſſary 
reſult 2 and. Diſpoſition of Mind. 
| Raven: Fas quis that cho our A 5 
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_- oe; kan 1 ey detracts not from h 


of Virtue n mar proper © 1 . 
Objects, as alſo What 1 and Paniſh = 
: ments he ſhall ſuper add to them. . 
2 Caſe is this. We are do made, wer Hap: | 
reſent or in proſpect, muſt n 
| 7 — Actions. This Ha 
the whole can only ariſe from, and be — 
a conformity of Actions to the Will of the Deity z 
which Conformity in the Iſſue oduces Habits of 
Virtue. Hence che Source of moral Pleaſures, 
which in their kind are ſuperior to ſenſible - ones, 
aud will e purſued by us as ſuch. And*=as our 
future Happineſs is not only founded on, but U 
ſhall be ſhewn in the next Propofition) is fri 
Erne a” 
Habits grow ſtronger as the Conformity 
of our Actions to wo the Divine Wills more uni- 
form and perfect; and as this varies 
à the view we have to ſerve God i is more or leſs 3 
ſo, in the upſhot, we find that our 
3 — Aud de ir 


> &; * | 
SLE 9 . n E454" * 


. the! | 
liries of the former er -of 


Virtue, or moral Goodneſs,” = Seeg! boch 
been equal in Power as well as P rinciple, their 
| moments would have ben equal allo: : Conſe. 


quently 


rt 
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quend as their degrees. of Benevolence. This being 


The Pleaſure arfiog . 'the- gratification — 
ang Appetite is as the Strength: wich which it en- 

joys its Object; conſequently the Pleaſures of Hea- 
ven will be in proportion to the Taſſe Men have 
for them, i. e. as the Height of their benevolent 
Appetites but, by the laſt Ohſervation, Mens 
Virtue. is as theſe Appetites; therefore their Hap- 


the; 8 of their Virtue in this. 
After the ſame manner we may prove char 
Mens Miſeries in the other World Shs: be in pro- 


F anne 
n 2 


> + 
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Por, IV, The Habits. of Ns and. Senſual 


- wwbich Men cuntract in this Life, — Sealy | 


their Hell in the other, will not ceaſ# acting upon 
them there; or, the Miſeries. of the Withed will be 
_ 8ternal, Every thing muſt. for ever continue the 
ſame without ſome Change 3 every Change pre- 
ſuppoſes a Cauſe; ; the Cauſe: of this Change in 

our Appetites muſt be either external or internal; 
i. e, either the conſciouſneſa that ſuch a Change 
will produce in us the Pleaſure of the virtuos, or 
elſe the Action of theſe Pleaſures upon our Minds. 


The latter can have no Place in the Mind, 2 | 


as all Pleaſure reſults ſrom a 
twixt Appetite and Object, as we have — 


38 ſerv*d, the Pleaſures of Benevolence can never 


act upon a merely ſenſual or malicious Mind: 
1 ” Furs canoe a 
Change becauſe, * leaſures cannot act 


lens Vitus is not as their moments, 
Premiſed, ve proceed to the Proof. of the Roe : 


pineſs in another World will be er gen- 
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20 A SUMMARY: be 


upon the Mind, ſhe cannot have any a jouſ.. 
with of them, as bei ly indiſpoſed to at- 
tend to them; and, 2 has no conſciouſneſs, 
chere can be no Cauſe of * nor conſequently 
any real Change. 
In this view of thi 055 it in eafy te ebw. how 
the Miſeries of the Wicked may have no other 
Period than the final Extinction of the Subject. 
But whether it be expedient upon the whole to 
take theſe wretched Creatures out of Being, or to 
continue them in it, ſeems to be beyond the Pro- 
vince of our Reaſon. We know not how one 
Syſtem is by divine Wiſdom rendered ſubſervient 
to the Good of another: Only this we may ven- 
ture to affirm (and which is — the greateſt 
length we can) that God, as a wiſe and good Be- 
"ing, will always do what is productive of the moſt 
extenſive and unlimited Happineſs ; and therefore 
that he will prefer the Happineſs of large Col- 
lections of Men to that of Individuals, eſpecially 
when theſe have forfeited all Right to his F avour, 
and their Miſery is entirely of their own making. 
From the foregoing Propoſitions we learn, That 
it is impoſſible-ro enjoy Heaven without an hea- 
venly Diſpoſition ; and conſequently that our Hea- 
ven muſt be begun in this Life. Since our Ap- 
ires of Benevolence are for ever capable of riſing. 
higher and higher, and tho? they riſe ever fo high 
are ſure to meet with adequate Objects in the other 
World, it follows, that the ST: 1 m_ 
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| deu fone General Rur Es of Keno. 


R moment of Goo! arif- 
ing to the Publick from any 
| particular Action is m 4 
e Ratio ar the degrees of Good in the 
W and the number of of e 3 


Ari o 1. 


:COROL. Hence; in equal degrees of Good 
from any Action, the moment is as the number 
of Enjoyers. And, in equal numbers of Enjoyers, : 


the: moment is as e TS, of Good 1 in "the 
Acton. EE TS 2 Ca te 4 | 


NV B. The 1 * * importance ak 
Mlen will make great alterations in the Caſe, 
and ballance Numbers. If by my good Of- 
fices B is enabled to produce four times as 
much Happineſs as A would have been, it is 
evident that I do four times as much er in 
n 1 ene ene * 


This ſhews that we are to do good 8 0 
by their ſituation in the World are capable of ex- 
tending our kind Offices to the advantage and im- 
provement of others, in preference to ſuch as are 
not thus circumſtanced. For by this means our Acts 
of Benevolence are not limited to particular Ob- 


: * but diffuſed and propagated among nn of 


Ax Ion Il. The Value of things i is in pro- 
Pen to their uſcfulneſs ; and their tendency to 


L 4 ſatisfy - 


* 
: 


gs 5 
ſatisfy our . Neceſſity conſtitutes their Uſefulneſs 5 
for hat we do not want, makes no part of our 


Happineſs: And what may be * 4 may 
* e en, NIE wo 


I 5 ought always to. be parked. 


A SUMMARY „ 


3 * 2 x 


"CORO. Hence an AR of Charky may " 


2 greater means of Happineſs tg A than to B, as 


the Circumſtances of the latter way me it Banne 
e ee, r = 


coRO I. 2. Hence the Folly: of 1 


4 Preſents, c. to the Rich and Wealthy; 
unleſs fach 


Gifts be apprehended as proper means 


e to excite the other to return them with ſuperior 
Kindneſs : for, when the Purſuit of another's 


Happineſs in any given degree is inconſiſtent with 
our own 1n a greater, ſuch a Purſuit is manifeſtly 


wrong. And it is ſtrictly true, that the greater 


or what upon 


| mc to be 


A100 UL When. achas; Gen are 


; equal, a Man ought to purſue his on Happineſs 


before another Man's, however ſituated and related 


to him. I faid, when other Circumſtances are 
_ equal, becauſe when the Purſuit of a ſmall degree 


of Good to ourſelves. is inconſiſtent with a much 
greater to another, it is the Will of the Deity. that 
we decline our own, and purſue the other; other- 
wiſe the moment of Good to the * e 57 


diminiſn d. 
And thus we deen obliged to 
* ſmaller degree of N and to 3 
e and 


flight Inconvenien 


r Sh 4 en 
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me * 
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Naronar Nrrreten. 


Axion jy ent to our own B 
ate to purſue the Happineſs of thoſe who are re- 
hated to us eicher by Nature or Compact, when 
no Reaſons intervene to limit our Benevolence o 
other Objects. 

This teaches us, that ahes we have provided for 
ourſelves we ought to make Proviſion for the _— 
__ of our Children, and other Relations. 


Axton V. When theſe Calls of Relations 
are anſwered, and their Claims ſatisfied, our Friends 

and Benefactors have a right to demand a return 

of kind Offices. 

This ſhews that we ſhould do good co thoſe 


A 
| 9 our Power. 


15 VL When the degree of Relation 
and other Circumſtances are equal, our Acts of 
Bounty ought to be directed to "hol who by their 

Situation are moſt dependent on us. 
© Thus we are to relieve and ſuccour thoſe around 
us in preference to ſuch as are Foreigners, and 


who, as lying more out of the Circle of our Ac- 


quaintance, cannot be known to be 80 Ob- 
es, of. our Charity. L 


| Arn VII. Our Purfuir off e Eel 
rol ought to be in proportion to its apprehended 
Quantity, and the probability of our attaining it. 


CRO. 'Klenoe in equi tities of Good 
5 Fi any Object our Purſuit mult be as the Pro- 
bability of obtaining it; and in equal degrees of 


Probability, the Purſuit muſt be as the Quantity 
of Good. | To 


1 | L 2 5 * - 
= 5 $2 A 
2 IM * - 


= 


: 10 ko: hotter any Action be worth our 
- Purſuit, the Quantity of Good in the Action muſt 
be divided by the ob of Hazard there, is in 
acquiring of it, and the Quotient will give the 
Proportion of Purſuit: when the e Put is po- 
Me, the Action becomes the an of Furt „ 


when it is Nene, the contrary. 


"co R (0) * * "when... the 8 _f 
Good in one Object is to the Quantity of Good 
in another in the ſame Ratio as the Hazard of at- 
taining the latter i is to the Hazard of attaining the 
former, then it is . . brows bs 
IR we e +. 


| co R 0 1 2. "les | it may 5 more e rational / 
to purſue the ſmalleſt moment either of private 
or publick Good than the greateſt, when the Ha- 
zard of -attaining the latter exceeds the Hazard of 
attaining the former in a greater Ratio than the 
moment of one exceeds that of the other. — 
Thus a Man ought to direct his Actions in Pur- 
ſuit of ſuch Odjects as lie more immediately with- 
in his own Province, rather than to graſp after 
wh which in all 1 an lie n : 


1 =] Our Pura tf public Hap: 5 
preſs. ought to be in proportion to the appre- 
hended Sum of 1 it, and to the VAT; of r we 

ducing SE. ; 8 


From thi 3 we may 555 the following as 
Concluſions, bY 25 
1. That our Purſuit of any Action ought, when 
the moment and other Crountlances are 8 


. 
op. on'd to the number of Perſons that 
may be refed by it. "4 


E | Ni | Raverow: 


5 0 2. When the moments theinſelves and the num⸗ 3 


ber of Enjoyers are equal, our Purſuit ought to 
be proportion'd to the degrees of Relation and ; 
Attachment to the Perſons. 265 
3. When the moments, number of Enjoyers, 
and degrees of Relation are equal, our Purſuit 
ought to be in proportion to our degrees of Obli- | 
gation to the Perſons. 
4. When all theſe are equal, our Purſuit ought ; 
to be in proportion to the dignit 1 9 
of che Perſon to the Poblick. 2 | 


C00 R 0 8 Hence our Purſuitof mablick G Good | 
cap to be in a compound ratio of the Moment. 
the relation, number, and moral importance 'of f 
the Perſons. ' | 

To the foregoing Truths we ſhall ſubjoin the 


Liu following ones e Pleaſure and Pain. 


Ax IoM 115 Pleaſure and Pain are be 
ths Former reſults from the gratification, the Lat- 
ter from the ä of our Deſires. 


Axion U. The quantity of Pleaſure a Man 1 
enjoys from any particular Objett is in a ratio com- 
3 of 1 its Intenſeneſs and Duration. 


Axion l. The intenſeneſs of Pieds i 
ſtrictly proportion'd to the degrees of See 
WOW which the Appetite enjoys its Object. 


COROZL. Hen: the Rronge the Appee 
9 „ 


1 a 


: ; EO 


1 * ſame 809.88 are Joe of Arent x ink 1 
| of Pleafireand Pain to different Men, viz; becauſe 
1 3 * e eee ae oF n 
1 cohο 2. „Since egiſla + know net 8 . 
1 difference of Men's Likings and Loat as, their 
Deſizes and Averſions, it is impoſliblethat thexg 
ſhould appoint Rewards and Puniſmments LY 2 
5 porn bing their Virtues and Vices. 


——_ : be > 


3 Axion II. The Gunten of dhe ds | 
'4 rern both on the conſtancy of the Object acting, 
and the Subject acted upon ; i. e. of the Appetite, 
or Diſpoſition; a Change in either of theſe will 
W produce a Change in che duration of 
our Plots, It is not indeed neceſſary for the Ob- 

_e@ to be always preſent; à View or Reflection 

of it Miche Mind: may ſuffice either to produce or _ . 
continue the Satisfation. And indeed, had we nq 
Pleaſure but what reſulted from the bare Preſence 
1D Ne adage Wr our 8 | 

5 be Wen 


Eu Axon IV. The moment of e 
Lo of any Appetite is as the 
degree of. Good in the Obje&> multip lied into the 


; degree of * with Which the A N en- 
Ji : 
ED - not be i improper to romark, that tho = 


che Riſe of the: Appetite may: encreaſe che quan- \ 
tity of Pleaſure in the yen yet this quan- 
5 tity never riſes or falls e as the Appetite doos "We 
it being agreeable to Reaſon, andconfirm'd by 
Fact, . in every 
5 | Sed 


ued and enjoyed. 


left at full Liberty to . 
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1. A Letter from Rome, ſemi a, exatt 8 - 
N > between Popery.and Paganiſm, .4tc 
2. Oratio de Novo Phyſiologize: Exp icandæ R 
nete, ex e Woodwatr 

3. 3. De Medicorum a pol Vetetes Roma! . 
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Lurie to the Univerſity ef FR hg of J 
Sermons and [Diſcourſes on Practieat SS 


By Robert Moſs, D. D. late-Deanof Ely; and 
Preacher to the Hondurable _ * 


In the firſt 1 By R. . 
N A. To which are added three Sermons z 


done at the Püblick Commencement in Cam- 


bridge, 16969 when he procedeq octor in Di- 


3 another before the Univetſiy, Nov. FT 


2 1715.: and one before his late Majeſty King. \ 


George l. Feb. 1. 1716. 8yo. cn Phi, 
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